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/^F all the Chronic Difeafes that become the 
fubjefls of medical pradlice, none are more 
frequent in their occurrence, nor more baneful in 
their effeds, than the two maladies of Scrophula 
and Cancer ; and none have hitherto employed 
the refearches of phyficians with lefs fuccefs. 
Both continue ftill among the reproaches of the 
profeflion, and furnilh an ample field for the pre- 
tenfions of the empyric, as well as the fpecula- 
tions of the regular praditioner ; perhaps the ran- 
dom experiments of the former, cannot here be 
called in queftion by the latter, while he is unable 
himfelf to explain their effeds, or propofe a more 
fuccefsful method of cure. 

Scrophula, the Jirfi of thefe, is, perhaps, more 
frequent in Britain than any other difeafe ; and 
it may be faid to be daily extending its efFefts. 
There are, indeed, few famihes in which it does 
not make its appearance in one form or another ; 
but, being apt to give offence, it is too often, by 
the complacence of pradlitioners, difguifed under 
lefs alarming denominations. The early pe- 
A 2 riod 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

riod of life, the bloom of infancy, is particularly 
expofed to the cruelty of its ravages ; and it faps, 
as it were, the foundations of the conftitution, 
before it arrive at vigour to refill its attacks. 
Too frequently it carries its career ftill farther, even 
to the prime of manhood, and cuts offby the infi- 
dious and flow, but always mortal, decay of Pulmo- 
nary Confumption. Or, in place of this, if it leaves 
its wretched vidlim in the pofleflion of exiftence, k 
preys upon fome of the larger joints, and fliews 
him, for life, a maimed objed to the view of fo- 
ciety. 

Cancer, the fecond, is, of all the maladies 
to which human nature is fubjeded, the mofl: 
formidable in its appearance, and which triumphs 
alike over the efforts of the conftitution, and the 
powers of medicine. With a flow, but rooted 
grafp, it undermines the exiftence at a more 
advanced period of age, and under the torments 
of the moft exquifite and lingering pain, as well 
as a ftate of the moft loathfome putrefadion, it 
configns its miferable vidtims to a late but long 
wifhed-for grave, after rendering them, by its ra- 
vages, even ftill more than the former malady, 
hideous fpedacles of deformity. 

The object, then, of this Treatife, is to offer a 
full view of thefe two difeafes, fo important in 
their treatment, and often dreadful in their con- 
fequences ; and to examine, at fome length, what 
has hitherto been done by phyficians ; to eluci* 
date their nature, and counterad the morbid ef- 
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feels they produce. For this purpofe, \ve (hall 
give a full, and as fat as we can, accurate hiftoiy 
of their appearance, including the various forms 
they difplay in inducing their fpecific adlion. 
We fliall next confider the peculiar circumftan- 
ces which charadterife their operation, diftincfl 
from other maladies of a fimilar nature ; and laft 
of all, we fliall review whatever has been done in 
refpecl to their treatment, by the praclice of 
the moft eminent phyficians; candidly examining 
the powers of each remedy employed ; the prin- 
ciples of its adion ; and the merit to which it is 
fpecially entitled : And having thus, in fome de- 
gree, exhaufted the fubjed, we fliall conclude 
with offering our own opinion. 
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DIVISION L 
Of ScROPHutA. 



INTRODUCTION. 

BY Scrophula we underftand a peculiar morbid 
Jlate of the fjftem in general: difplayed firll 
by an indolent fwelling, and afterwards ulcera- 
tion of particular external parts, moft confpicu- 
ous in thofe who have fine fkins and florid com- 
plexions, with a remarkable fwelling or thick- 
nefs in the upper lip. 

Such is the ufual definition of this difeafe ; but 
from a definition little knowledge can be obtained. 
We fhall, therefore, confider its ordinary progrefs, 
5ind the moft common forms of its appearance. 
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^ PART I. 
Sect. i. General Hi/lory of the Difeafe, 

OCROPHULA feldom ftiews itfelf for fome 
time after birth; it is chiefly confpicuous 
in the period from the third or fourth year to the 
age of puberty. The manner in which it begins 
is this : 

The child is fubjed to colds, or affedions of 
the mucus membrane, which thickens and in- 
flames. Thus the lips will be often fwelled, 
and chopt with difagreeable deformity, efpeci- 
ally the upper one, which is conlidered as fo 
ch'araderiftic of the difeafe, that wherever it ap- 
pears, eveii without any other attendant fymp- 
tom, it is fufficient evidence of its prefence. 
Sometimes thefe fymptoms are accompanied with 
eruptions round the mouth, on the back of the - 
head, and different parts of the body. To thefe 
appearances fucceeds, fooner or latter, an enlarge- 
ment of fome of the lymphatic glands, mod com- 
monly of thofe about the neck, behind the ears, 
or under the jaws. -Thefe fwelHngs appear at 
firft like fmall knots, fmooth and moveable, with 
fome elafticity, and they gradually increafe in 
number and fize, till they firm one large, hard, 
fixed tumor. They are attended witb little pain, 

fliew 
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fnew no difcolouration for long, fometimes a year 
or two, or even longer ; alternate in their fize with 
the difterent periods of the feafon, fubliding in a 
great degree in the courfc of fummer and autumn, 
and returning to their former magnitude in win- 
ter and fpring. On breaking, at laft, they dil- 
charge a thin watery fluid, mixed with a whitifh 
matter, and often ftreaked with blood. By degrees 
the tumor fublides, the Hps of the fore open, or 
recede to a greater diftance, and fpread broader, 
but at the fame time unequally. No difpofi- 
tion to heal appears, the edges become fmooth, 
both externally and internally ; and while one 
part of the fore, at laft, flowly heals up in 
the progrefs of the difeafe, another contiguous, 
and apparently found, takes on the difeafed 
action, and there the fame appearances are re- 
new^ed. Frequently, alfo, the part healed up, 
again breaks out and continues its ulceration. 

Like thofe of the external glands, already de- 
fcribed, fimilar fwellings of the lymphatics, about 
the larger and fmaller joints, alfo arife, and are' 
attended with the fame morbid effedls, in a pro- 
greffive fweUing, inflammation, and ulceration. 
But inftead of the moveable fwelling hitherto 
defcribed, the fwelling here alTumes a different 
form, and confifts of a tumor alraoft unifoimly 
furrounding*the joint, and gradually interrupting 
its motion ; while internally its inflammation ex- 
tends into the ftrudure of the joint, thus being 

B 2 lef» 
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lefs circumfcribed than where it attacks the lym- 
phatics in other lituations. 

But the extent of the difeafe is not limited to 
thefe external parts. The internal glands are 
fufceptibie of the fame morbid difpofition. Thofe 
of the mefentery afTume it at an early period, moft 
commonly from a twelvemonth to 6 or 7 years. 
Thofe of the lungs and other organs, are later in 
becoming affected ; this depends much on the 
particular time of life when changes in the 
balance of the circulation occur, and the fluids 
are uneqvially thrown on certain vital parts. 

Such is -:he general appearance of this malady ; 
and we rtia^l examine it at ftill greater length, by 
nexi conlidering minutely each of thefe lituations 
fpeciiied above. From the defcription given, the 
difeafe wiil appear properly divided into two fpe - 
cies, of external and internal: We begin with its 
firft or fimpleft fpecies, the afFedions of the ex- 
•ternal glands. 



L EXTERNAL SPECIES. 

Sect. 2. Of the External Glandular Swellings., 



HEN the glands of the neck, head, and 



jaws, are alTeded, the appearance they 
exhibit in their progrefs, is that of a circumfcrib- 
ed fwelling ; at firft loofe and moveable without 
pam; and for a long time without difcolouration. 
In procets of time, however, evident fymptoms 
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of inflammation enfue. The tumor increafes 
in iGze, acquires a degree of rednefs in the middle, 
and becomes fomewhat painful, though never in 
a degree proportioned to its lize, or the appear- 
ances of inflammation. As the rednefs increafes, 
the formation of matter takes place, and a fluctu- 
ation, at laft, can be felt, but chiefly confined to 
its middle, with a circumfcribed hardnefs ftill con- 
tinuing round its fides ; and it never aflumes at 
top that pointed appearance, or form, which real 
phlegmon exhibits as matter forms. If no artificial 
opening is made, it continues often a long time 
in a fort of ftationary ftate, and will fometimes 
even decreafe in fize, and the fl^in turn fomewhat 
Ihrivelled and flaccid, as if there had been a re-ab- 
forption before it break. When it breaks, it is 
generally by a very fmall opening, fcarcely lar- 
ger than the fize of a pin hole. At times, two or 
three of thefe fmall openings take place in the 
fame tumor, and no tendency to a full evacua- 
tion appears. The matter difcharged from this 
opening is firfl; a thin ferous liquid, then a mix- 
ture of this liquid with a whitifh matter, re- 
fembling on preflure, curdled milk, or part 
of a nut kernel, but not fo hard, and fometimes 
the difcharge is tinged with blood. In this fl;ate 
of ulceration the difeafe continues for years, the 
lips of the fore receding, though never to a very 
great diftance, and a circumfcribed hardnefs be- 
ing confpicuous all around the bafe of the affedl- 
©d part. The difcharge continues much the 

fame, 
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fame, only a little more purulent at times ; and 
if one opening chance to heal up, which it forae- 
times does, by forming foft wliitiili infenfible gra- 
nulations, another part alTumes the diieafed ac- 
tion. In all cafes of healing, an ugly pale efcar 
and corrugation remains, marking the attack of 
the difeafe. , 

On examining Scrophulous glands by difPecflion, 
they feel fomewhat fofter to the touch than in 
their healthy ftructure. When cut into, they 
alfo at times exhibit very much the natural ap- 
pearance; but much oftener they contain a white 
foft cheefy matter, mixed with a thick pus, the 
true charaderiftic of Scrophula. 

This account may ferve as a general example 
of the appearance and progrefs of the difeafe, in 
all the external lymphatic glands it chances to 
afled, where it always begins in the form of foft 
colourlefs, painlefs tumors. The glands particu- 
larly liable to receive its attack, are thofe of the 
neck, of the jaws, and behind the ears ; more rare- 
ly thofe of the under part of the back, upper 
part of the thigh, back of the hand, or fore-arm, 
below the elbow, and arm pit, and the fame alfo 
in the lower extremities. Indeed wherever an 
external glandular llrudure prevails, fuch may be 
occafionally its feat. The glands alfo being more 
numerous in children than in age, may be one 
reafon, perhaps, for the attacks in them being 
more extenlive. 

When 
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When confined to the external parts, the dif- 
eafe commonly departs of itfelf in the courfe of 
four or five years, leaving the parts it affected 
confiderably fhrivelled and puckered in from the 
marks of the efcars. 



Sect. 3. Of Sore Eyes, (Ophthalmia Scrophulofa.') 
nPHE eyes in Scropliulous conilitutions, and 



more particularly their appendages when 
expofed to the very flightefl caufes of irritation, 
are apt to have inflammation induced in them ; 
and no form of the difeafe is fo frequent, fo tedi- 
cus to remove, or more painful in its attack. 
There is none alfo in which a relapfe is more 
liable to occur. 

When afFeding the eye-lids, which it moll 
commonly does ; it com.mences with inflammation 
and fwelling of the febaceous glands, which ter- 
minates in ulceration, and this ulceration is gene- 
rally of the moll obftinate and troublefome na- 
tiire. An acrid difcharge conftantlyy takes place 
from it, w^hich, irritating the eye itfelf, renders 
it weak, and unable to* bear much impreflion, 
either from light or heat. F requently it is of a 
more vifcid nature, and glues the lids together 
in the night time, leaving a gorey appearance on 
the lids through the day. This form of the dif- 
eafe is not often acute, it is more of a chronic 
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fpecies, and gives a difagreeable appearance to 
the fight. The eye-lids continue always more^ 
or lefs inflamed, thickened, and raw, and the ul- 
cerations are very feldom healed up ; or if they 
are, break out anew on any fudden caufe of irri- 
tation. 

When afFeding the eye itfelf, which often 
^rifes from the previous inflammation of the 
lids communicating to the eye, the fy mptoms 
are the fame with thofe that mark Ophthal- 
mia on other occafions, viz. preternatural red- 
nefs, turgefcence of veflels, pain and heat over its 
whole furface, with a confl:ant eflfufion of acrid 
tears, and a fenfe of fomething like a mot per- 
vading the eye. To thefe confl:ant fymptoms 
may be added feveral occafional ones, depending 
on the extent of the inflammation. Thus, when 
there are llrong fymptoms of fever, and deep 
ihooting pains through the head, we are led to 
infer that the ball of the eye, in general, is af- 
fedled ; and when thefe pains are increafed, either 
by the impreflion of light, or the fimple motion 
of the part itfelf, this general afFedion prevails 
in a high degree. From the very lax fl:ate of 
the Scrophulous confl:itution, this difeafe often 
fpreads with uncommon rapidity and violence, 
and no inftancts of Ophthalmia are fo much to 
be dreaded as thofe that attack fuch habits. 
The moll rigorous and early ufe of the mofl: 
powerful antiphlogiftic means, are at times in- 
fufficient to Hop its progrefs j the inflammation 

pafling 
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paffing on to one of its fecondary ter?ninations 
viz. of a general fuppuration, or adhefion of its 
membranes, the fight and ftru6lure of the eye 
become entirely loft. The former of thefe ter- 
minations we judge to have taken place, by no re- 
miffion of the inflammatory fymptoms in a rea. 
fonable time, by the pain becoming more extend-* 
ed, and the fever more fevere, and by feme marks 
of protrufion of the eye itfelf. In cafes where the 
inflammation remits, without proceeding to any of 
the terminations mentioned, a fpeek, or film, is often 
left on the cornea, which we confider as peculiar- 
ly marking a previous Scrophulous inflammation ^ 
and according to the particular fituati")n of thi§ 
fpeck, and its degree of confiftence, is the yifioa 
apt to be interrupted by it. 

On leaving one eye, the inflammation is liable, 
in fuch cafes, to attack the other ; and wjierevejr 
one attack has taken place to a degree of vio- 
lence, the patient is expofed to its recurrence 
from the flightefi: caufes. 



Sect. 4. White Swellings, (Hydartbrus.) 

'VTEXT to the glands of the neck, one of the 
moft frequent feats of Scrophula is the lar- 
ger joints of the knees and arms, producing in 
^hem an affedion, known by the name of White 
C Swellings 
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Swelling - of all the forms of the difeafe, next to 
Ophthalmia, the mofl painful, and in its eonfe- 
quences the moft to be dreaded. The hiftory,. 
therefore, of its progrefs fhould claim the parti- 
cular ftudy of every praditioner, and we Ihalt 
begin the defcription of it as attacking the joint 
of the knee* 

The KnEe. 

This difeafe begins, to appearance, by an aft 
fedlion of the lymphatic glands furrounding the 
joint; but the fwelling at firft, and for fome time, 
is hardly perceptible to the feeL There is, fim- 
|>ly, an uncommon degree of heat, with little or no 
fenfation of pain in the part, and merely a ftiff. 
irefs in the joint, felt only when bent or fully ex- • 
tended. Soon, however, one or more fmall tu- 
mors about the joint, when carefully examined, 
may be perceived, and a confiderable fenfe of 
tenfion comes to prevail. The pain, at firll 
flight, increafes conliderably, and is difFufed, 
as it were, over the whole joint. In the progrefs^ 
of the affedlion, the joint acquires an enormous 
lize. The fubcutaneous velTels enlarge, the ik'm 
appears clear and Ihining, and in particular parts 
it polTefles a certain elaftic feel, difficult to defcribe, 
as containing a very vifcid fluid within. In this 
fliate the limb gradually waftes, the fupply of 
fluids is cut off, as it were, from the parts below, 
and the joint, from its increafe of flze, is rendered 

, entirely 
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entirely immoveable. From the ftretching of 
the Ikin alfo, it becomes acutely painful on the 
flighteft touch, and fenfible to the leaft impreffion 
of cold or heat, particularly the latter, which oc* 
cafions intolerable pain in bed. In procefs of 
time, though it is always tedious, abfcefles form 
in different parts of the fwelling, and a matter is 
poured out, various in its appearance; being fome- 
times a vifcid glairy fluid, at other times more 
purulent, and fometimes entirely fanious and 
foetid. This difcharge has little influence on 
the fize of the fwelling, which continues much 
the fame, or rather to jncreafe ; and fimilar to 
other Scrophulous fores, the firftabicelTes frequent- 
ly heal up, leaving an ugly fear on the part, while 
others break out and purfue the fame progrefs. 
If the difeafe is allowed to proceed from the foft 
parts of the joints, which it has only as yet af- 
fedled, it next extends itfelf, to the bone. 
Thus the cartilages, take on fymptoms of in.- 
flammation, and are diflblved: the bone itfelf 
is not exempted from undergoing the fame 
change; and the ftruclure of the joint, on dif- 
fedlion, is found melted down, more or lefs, into 
one heterogeneous mafs, confifting of a white 
glairy fluid, mixed with matter, fimilar, in ap- 
pearance, to other Scrophulous matter, with 
pieces of carious bone of different fizes. 

But, before this lafl itage, if amputation does ' 
not take place, the patient is generally cut off 
by the acute hedtic which prevails ; for the hecr 

C a tic 
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tic is more acut^ in this than in almoft any 
other form of Scrophula. Sleep is for the moft 
part entirely denied the wretched patient, from 
exoefs of pain : The appetite, which is pretty 
good in other cafes of hedic, here entirely fails : 
The night fweats are profufe and conftant, and 
alternate, with the loofenefs (or diarrhea), and 
from the firft opening of the abfcefles they threa- 
ten the life of the patient. 

If the difeafe in this advanced ftate is got 
the better of, it ends in a ftiif joint ; but fuch a 
favourable ternaination feldom takes place in this 
ftage of its progrefs. Amputation is for the moft 
part necelTary ; but it is not always a certain re- 
lief, even when performed. 

Much attention has been paid to difledlions in 
this form of the difeafe ; and from them it appears, 
that though every part of the joint fuffers in pro- 
cefs of time, as obferved in its hiftory, yet that 
the ligaments and cellular membrane are the 
partSi which fuffer the principal morbid change in 
the early ftages. The ligaments are found thicken- 
ed, and their interftices filled with a glairy mu- 
cus, which becomes efFufed alfo into the cellular 
membrane. CoUedions of matter run in various 
diredions ; and thefe, at laft, all uniting, produce 
caries of the different parts, which communicates 
firft to the cartilages, and then to the bones them- 
felves ; and when the latter turns carious, fmall 
pieces of bone come occafionally to be mixed 
with the dreflings, feemingjy worm-eaten ; and 

little 
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little particles like coarfe fand appear in the dif- 
charge. This hiftory of White Swelling, we 
confider to be that of the real Scrophulous kincl. 
It is defcribed by Mr Bell*, and feme other authors, 
under the title of theumatie ; but for this we can 
fee no good reafon. It agrees completely withj 
the hiftory of the difeafe in other parts ; and we 
find no inftance of rheumatifm, though a fre- 
quent affediion of joints, terminating in this way* 
Inftead of this fpecies, Mr Bell has given the ap- 
pellation of purely Scrophulous to a ftill more 
fatal affedion, fomewhat limilar in its appear- 
ance indeed, but in reality a fpecies of Spina 
Ventofa. This difeafe we confider as perfedtly 
unconneded with Scrophula : It is a primary 
affedion of the bones ; while Scrophula is always 
a primary affection of the foft parts. The caries 
of the Spina Ventofa is always extremely differ- 
ent from the caries of Scrophula. The former is 
an irregular flelhy growth, ragged and fpungy ; 
the latter is a real gangrene or cliifolution of the 
texture of the bone, no way fupplied by any 
growth whatever. If, then, this be a Scrophu- 
lous afFedion, it differs from Scrophula in other 
fituations, in its fymptoms, in its appearance, and 
in its progrefs; but the other fpecies we have de- 
fcribed, correfponds with Scrophula, in a great 
degree, in all its leading phenomena. 

* Fide Bell on Ulcers and White Swelling, page 448. 

Tks 
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The Elbow. 

The appearance this difeafe exhibits, when at- 
tacking the other larger joints, is much the fame, 
with that jdefcribed in the knpe. In the elbow its 
progrefs is flower, from being lefs fubjedl to mo- 
tion ; and it becomes, therefore, lefs formidable. 
The abfceflcs when formed, heal up, and break out 
repeatedly ; and in this way it continues, often 
turning neither better nor worfe for a number of 
years. In fome c^fes the joint, of itfelf, turns 
ftifF. 

The Smaller Joints. 

In the fmaller joints the progrefs of the difeafe 
is ftill more tedious. The firft perception of it 
is an increafe of lize in the part ; for there is no 
pain to mark its attack. This increafe of fize 
feels hard, and infenlible, and gives little or no 
unealinefs on prelTure. As it enlarges, fymptoms 
of inflammation appear, and the ufe of the joint 
comes to be loft. With thefe fymptoms of in- 
flammation fome pain is felt ; and when, after a 
long continuance of the inflammation, it happens 
to break, at laft, neither the fize, nor hardnefs 
of the. fwellmg is reduced by it, fimilar to what 
occurs in the larger joints. The difcharge is of 
a thin ferous fluid, and the termination is the 

fame 
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fame as in the larger joints ; but at times exfolia- 
tion of the bone takes place here. 



II. INTERNAL SPECIES* 

TJ^ROM the External, we come now to examine 
the Internal Species of Scrophula, which dif- 
fer little, in appearance, from that occupying the 
furface ; as the fame fwellings of the glands, and 
the fame ulcerations in confequence appear, on 
difledtion, in the internal parts. It is, however, 
found by experience to be more dangerous here, 
from the fundlions of the parts which form the 
feat of the attacks, being more important ; and 
from the fymptoms, alfo, that mark the difeafe, 
being frequently more obfcure. 

Water of the Head, (Hydrocephalus 
Internus.) 

The firft affedion of this divifion we lhall enu- 
merate is. Water in the Head, (Hydrocephalus 
Internus), a difeafe which, from the uncertainty ^ 
of its fymptoms in the firft ftage, from the period 
of life that marks its attack, and from the pecu- 
liar part it occupies, is in general fatal in its ter- 
mination. 

The moft diftinguifliing fymptoms of the pre- 
fencc of this malady, enumerated by authors are, 

pain 
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pain of the head, often acrofs the brow, with a de- v 
gree of ftridure, as it were, betwixt the temples, 
naufea, ficknefs, and other diforder of the animal 
functions, without any evident caufe, and fudden 
in their attack ; variabk ftate of pulfe, conftant 
flow fever; and, in the advanced ftage of the dif- 
eafe, dilatation of the pupil of the eye, with a 
tendency to a comatofe ftate. 

But, in order to underitand the difeafe more 
fully, it will be proper to p^nfider particularly its 
different llages. 

The Jirjl Jlage is marked by lofs of appetite, 
a degree of melancholy, and uneafinefs, without 
^Jie ■child, being able to fix on any particular 
fympt^m. Pain in the head is next felt ; efpeci- 
aily above the eyes, and in a diredion betwixt 
the temples. This tenfive pain gradually ex,- 
tends, and is at laft felt more ftrongly in the arm 
and leg of one fide. The affedions of ftomach 
then commence, and alternate with the pain and 
uneafinefs of the head : the febrile fymptoms, 
though pretty conftant, are milder in the morn- 
ing, but fuffer always an evening exacerbation : 
yomiting occafionally occurs ; but coftivenefs is a 
leading charaderiftic fymptom. The tongue is 
little affeded till towards the end, when it af- 
fumes a fcarlet colour, and fometimes becomes 
aphthous, or fpotted. As the difeafe advances, 
all the fymptoms of heftic are confpicuous ; and 
during the whole of the malady, the child ihews 

a 
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n flrong propenfity to the bed, or a defire to 
avoid being touched or moved. 

In the feco7id Jlage a remarkable alteration is 
perceived in the pulfe, which becomes flow and 
heavy. The difeafe is alfo Itrongly marked by 
the ftate of the eyes, for a dilatation of the pupil 
is obfervable, and fometimes even double vilion 
prevails. The child alfo frequently fcreams out, 
without being able to alTign a caufe ; and his fleep 
is in general difturbed. 

In the third Jlage the pulfe returns again to 
the febrile ftate, becoming uncommonly quick 
and variable. 

From the hiftory of the difeafe, it is clear, that 
all the fymptoms of its firft ftage may be miftaken 
for a paroxyfm, or fit of fever. It is only the fu- 
pervention of the fecond one that properly cha- 
rafterifes it. This will appear more ftrikingly, 
if we bring into one point of view, the leading 
fymptoms of each ftage already detailed. 

In ih^jirji then, the pulfe is quick, the Ikin 
hot ; there prevails a reftlefliiefs, and an incapa- 
city to bear the hght ; the patient picks his nofe, 
and the belly is irregular. 

But, in the fecond^ the pulfe is flow% often down 
at 40, and irregular. There generally takes place 
a confiderable degree of fquinting, and the patient 
frequently pafles a good many worms, a circunv- 
ftance deceiving to a praditioner, as well as to the 
attendants. 

In the lajl Jlage the pulfe often becomes re- 
markably quick, to the length, in feme particu- 
J> lar 
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lar inftances, of i86, and even 210. The pupils 
are dilated ; convulfions and paralytic affections 
fupervene ; blood, at times, gufhes from the ears ; 
and, at length, on the occurrence of laborious 
breathing, the patient dies. 

This difeafe may be faid to be almoft peculiar 
to infancy. Its attacks are feldom known to ex- 
tend beyond the fourteenth year. It may be 
faid to have been always fatal ; for the cafes of 
cures related by authors, are very much doubted 
by many of the firft: praftitioners, and confidered 
rather as fo many miftaken inftances of the dif- 
eafe. 

In difledions of this malady, four fpecies of ap- 
pearances have been difcovered in the Brain ; 

1. Simple accumulation of blood in the velTels, 
which appear, as it were, gorged without any lo- 
cal lefion. 

2. A fmall quantity of fluid effufed into its ca- 
vity, generally from three to four ounces ; and 
this fluid is found the fame as occurs in dropfy 
elfewhere. 

3. Coliedions of a vifcid tenacious matter in 
cyfts found upon its external furface. 

4. Tumors formed upon the brain. 

As this difeafe occurs chiefly in children, and in 
families who fliew evident marks of Scrophula, it 
nmfl: be confidered as an affedion of this clafs, and 
as arifing from that laxity and lofs of tone, confpi- 
cuous in every part, which, in this cafe, particularly 
afFeds the veflels of the brain while the efFufior> 

jgoured 
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poured out, is to be regarded, rather as a confe- 
quence than a caufe of the difeafe. 

A ftronger confirmation, alfo, of the Scrophu- 
lous nature of this afFedlion, may be adduced from 
this fact, that feveral remarkable inftances of Pul- 
monary Ccnfumption, and a fimilar affedion of the 
head, in more advanced life, have been known to 
alternate with each other ; thus Ihewingthemfelvea 
to be various modifications of the fame malady. 

Mesenteric Consumption, (Tabes Mesen- 

TERICA.) 

Tms form of Scrophula is, perhaps, equally 
frequent and fatal, if not more fo than Pulmo- 
nary Confumption ; and while the latter is more 
common in/its attack, after the age of puberty, the 
former always precedes this period, and feems, in- 
deed, to be the primary Scrophulous affedion, or 
moft frequent feat of the difeafe in children, under 
the age of three. As Pulmonary Confumption is of- 
ten overlooked in its commencement; fo tkis form 
of the difeafe is often entirely miftaken during 
. the whole period of its continuance ; and the fatal 
cataftrophe is attributed to other caufes than 
thofe which, have adualiy produced it. 

From the obftrudion to nourifhment, the 
fymptoms that mark this difeafe, are a gradual 
loofenefs, and fiaccidity of flefti. Thefe fymp- 
toms are attended with a palentfs of countenance, 
a general languor and debiUty, fo that the child 

D 2 fenfibly 
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fenfibly falls off, cannot walk, if formerly able to 
do it; and, from a fenfe of languor, inclines ftrong- 
ly to remain in one pofture. To thefe general 
fymptoms are joined variable ftate of appetite, 
irregularity of belly, and, in the progrefs of the 
difeafe, a fenfible increafe of its fize, accompanied 
more or lefs with hardnefs and pain. There pre- 
vails alfo a conftant hedic, denoted by exceffive 
thirft, heat of palms, fetid breath, &c. It is this 
hedic which renders the. difeafe equivocal, and 
occafioos its being miftaken for teething, pr 
worms. The Diarrhea, or loofenefs, that attends 
it, is peculiarly marked by frothy fetid ftools, 
fometimes, though rarely, mixed with matter; 
and by this fy mptom, or dropfy, the difeafe proves 
fatal at laft. In fome rare cafes, none of thofe laft 
fymptoms have occurred, a,nd the child has been 
cut off, rather by a gradual emaciation, or wafting, 
without any ftrong marked fy mptom of difeafe. 

This difeafe, unlefs taken at its commencement, 
is almoft always mortal ; but if not fo, it lays, at 
leaft, the foundation for a weakly conftitution, 
and bad health, during the remainder of life. 

DilTedions of it fhew an enlargement of the 
Mefenterie Glands ; and their appearances are 
various, according to the violence of the previous 
fymptoms of the malady, and alfo the length of 
time it has continued, before proving fatal : Along 
with their enlargement, they are generally fofter 
to the touch than in the natural ftate. When 
cut into, they fometimes ftiow very much, though 
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in no cafe entirely the natural ftrudture; but 
more frequently they are changed, in part, into a 
white foft curdly matter ; and this is not uncom- 
monly mixed with pus. In proportion to the ge- 
neral enlargement of the glands, is the fwelling 
of the belly, and the degree of emaciation. In 
fome rare cafes, they have been found entirely 
obftrucled, and thus the fupply of nouriihment tQ 
the body is entirely cut olF*. 

Consumption of the Lungs, (Pthisis Pul- 

MONALIS.) 

Pulmonary Consumption is a more frequent 
fpecies of Internal Scrophula, than any other in 
this country, except the laft : We may compute, 
that in thefe Iflands of Britain and Ireland, conli- 
derably above 10,000 fall annually f a facrifice 
to this malady, from the age of feventeen, to that 
of thirty-five ; and of all thefe patients, the vic- 
tims of confumption, at leaft ninety out of each 

hundred, 

* It appears by calculation, that one-half of the children 
?3orn, die before the end of two years old ; of this half, we may 
fafely fay, that at leaft a third is cut off by this form of Scro- 
phula. 

t To fhow the annual mortality, from confumption, we 
have here fubjoineda table from the London and Edinburj^h 
Bills of mortality, the two capitals of the Ifland, of the 
Slumbers under the article Confumption, for a feries of 53 
years, beginning at the 1 740. 

Year. 
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Iiiindred, are pure Scrophulous' afFedions. Tin's 
difeaie is the more to be dreaded, from the infi- 
dio.us manner in which it makes its attack. No 
alarming fymptom, either of pain or fudden 
change, accompanies its commencement : under 

the 
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Year. 


L0NI>, 




4919 


278 


4767 


4383 


I 


4981 


349 




4379 




4353 


328 


9 


4249 


$ 


4716 


277 


70 


4594 




- 3865 


271 


J 


4809 


5 


4015 


290 


2 


5'79 


6. 


4887 


323 


3 


4825 


7 


4560 


248 


4 


4242 


9 


4487 


229 


5 


4452 


9 


4623 


221 


6 


450S 


50 


4543 


186 


7 


4906 


1 


4182 


232 


8 


4426 




3558 


198 


9 


4479 


S 


39»5 


198 


80 


4889 


4f 


4241 


212 


I 


4516 


5 


4322 


203 


2 


4851 


6' 


4459 


228 


3 


4575 


7" 


3973 


278 


4 


4540 




34" 


270 


5 


45.69 




3569 


231 


6 


49S7 




377'5 


256 


7 


4579 


X 


41 10 


239 


8 


5086 


a? 


5*39 


j88 


9 


5172 


3 


4892 


272 


90 


4852 


4 


4437 


309 


I 


5090 


5 


4176 


216 


2 


5255 


6 


4685 


227 


3 


5474 



From this account, it will 
fonfiderable increafe of the 
■prithin thefe few years. The 
inay be rated at one-feventh 
^bout one- eighth. 



Edin, 

323 

J 75 

1 55 
295 

304 
304 
292 

352 

329 
129 

263 
195 
188 
187 
184 
213 
167 
229 
164 
153 
535 

583 
518 

563^ 
584 
574 
606 

appear, that there has been a 
mortality, from this difeafe, 
mortality, from it,, in London, 
of the whole J in Edinburgh 

1« 
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the Form of a flight cold, it fteals on its ravages, 
and it is commonly beyond the power of art to flop 
its progreCs, before the nature of the difeafe is af- 
certained. On this account authors have been at 
much pains to mark its firft approaches, and ta 
caution patients from negieding a due attention 
to the fymptoms of its threatened attack, by re- 
garding them as the common attendants of a tem- 
porary cold, or catarrh. This affedion, indeed, 
precedes it ; but though properly confined to the 
throat, or (bronchia), in other conftitutions, it, 
in this, is more exteniive, and carries the fame 
morbid difpolition, with rapidity, to the lungs. 

The Jir/l fymptom, then, of the Scrophulous 
Confunlption, is a fliort noify cough, with flight 
occafional hoarfenefs, which foon becomes habi- 
tual, and little attended to. Nothing is fpit up, 
but a trifling frothy mucus, which feems to pro- 
ceed no farther than from the throat. Along 
with thefe fymptoms, the breathing is felt fome- 

In Dr Arbuthnot's time, he rated it, in LondoTi, only at 
one-tenth. In the general bills, we find always the mondis 
of April and May the moft fatal, which is entirely owing to 
the mortality from Confumption, thefe being the two fatal 
months for its termination. If, betwixt London and Edin- 
burgh alone, nearly 6000 annually perifh from this malady, 
wc are certainly much within bounds, when we rate tlae 
whole, in Britain and Ireland, at confiderably above 1 0,000. 
This is making every allowance for the alledged inaccuracy 
of tliofe who make up the bills, in their reporting every cafe 
where extreme emaciation prevails, as an inftance of Con- 
fumption. 

what 
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what impeded, and eafily hurried by the flighted 
motion, efpecially on going up any afcent. There 
prevails alfo a fort of flight itri(fture, or fuUnefs, 
acrofs the breaft. During this time, fome emaci- 
ation of body takes place, and a feeblenefs and 
languor is felt by the patient liimfelf, without his 
being able to affign a proper reafon for it. An 
increafed irritabihty of mind, is likewife obferv- 
able, and a want of the ufual animation. On in- 
fpeding the tongue, it appears remarkably red 
and clean, and continues fo till near the end of 
the difeafe, when the Aphthous inflammation 
comes on. The teeth are commonly, here, re- 
markably found, and acquire, in the progrefs of 
the malady, a more than ordinary whitenefs. 
The fame is confpicuous in the eye, which gra- 
dually aflTumes a pearly colour, or blueifli caft, as 
the red veflTels of its furface (or Albuginea), dif- 
appear. This morbid ftate, or rather gradual pre- 
lude to decay, generally continues for a confider- 
able time. During this interval, the perfon is 
more eafily affeded, than ufual, with flight colds ; 
and, during their attack, occafional pains of chefl:, 
arife, fometimes confifting of dull, obtufe pains, 
under the fhoulder blade, in the fide, or under 
the breaft. At laft, after one of thefe colds, an 
aggravation of difeafe enfues ; the peftoral fymp- 
toms encreafe, particularly the cough towards 
night, a confiderable expedloration begins, and the 
hedtic, formerly obfcure and fludluating, becomes 
now exquifitely formed, manifefting itfelf by re- 
gular 
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gular exacerbations after eating, and a conftant 
increafe at night : It is from this time that the 
lleep becomes difturbed and oppreft. A morning 
fweat alfo takes place, at firft partial, or confined 
to the head and breaft, and only occalional ; at 
laft becoming general and conftant, or alternating 
with a loofenefs, (or diarrhea), fo that the wretch- 
ed patient is reduced to the laft ft age of emaciation 
and debility ; for under thefe fymptoms, the muf- 
cular flefti waftes to the greateft poflible degree. 
The nails afllime an adunque or curved form; and 
a gradual decay appears in every part, attended with 
fome degree of fwelling (or ajdema), of the lower 
extremities. In this ftate, when contemplated, 
the emaciated figure ftrilces one with horror ; the 
forehead covered with drops of fweat; the cheeks 
painted with a livid crirafon; the eyes funk; the 
little fat that raifed them in their orbits, entirely 
v/afted ; the pulfe quick and tremulous ; the nails 
long, dry, and bending over the end^ of the fin- 
gers ; the palms of the hands dry, and painfully 
hot to the touch ; the breath offenfive, quick, and 
laborious ; and the cough fo inceffant as fcarce 
,to allov/ the wretched fufferer time to tell his 
complaints : yet, even at this period, and during 
the whole progrefs of the difeafe, the mind ac- 
quires an additional confidence and hope, pofiefleg 
a more lively perception of certain recovery,; and 
fieels emotions of the moll: flatteriug and confola- 
tpry kind, v/hich attend it to the laft hour. 

E From 
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From this general defcription of Pulmonary 
Confumption, the chief fymptoms that mark its 
progrefs, are cough, expe^ioration, pain of cheft, 
and fe'ver. Each of thefe we fhall, therefore, con- 
fider more at large, and the peculiar circumftan- 
ces that characterize them in Scrophiilous cafes. 

Xhe cougb may be mentioned as the Jir/l, and 
leading fymptom of the difeafe : it commonly at- 
tacks by fits ; is hard and dry, and comes on, 
efpecially on any increafed a<!^tion of the vefTels. 
By fome, it has been compared to a fonnd ifluing 
from fome hollow cavity. It is molt fevere on 
fiill going to bed, and is for the moft part worfe 
in the night than in the day-time : a fenfe of fuil- 
nefs of the cheft, or difficulty of breathing, attends 
it. Indeed, from the firft of the difeafe, the 
breathing, is commonly two or three times more 
frequent than that of a perfon in health, neither 
can the infpiration, or expedoration, be continue^ 
fo long at a time. 

Thefe fits are apt to recm* frequently in the 
courfe of the night, and exceflively fatigue the 
patient. They are terminated by the expedlora- 
tion of a frothy matter, which feems to come only 
from the throat, (or fauces). Very often there 
is a continued wheezing on every infpiration ; but 
this is not always fo diftinct. 

The expectoration, the fecond fymptom, general- 
ly comes on fome weeks after the commencement 
of tJ:'e ',;iugh ; it is a fymptom very variable in 
the c ' v;e of the difeafe. At firft it confifts of 

nothing 



OF SCROPHULA. 



35 



nothing more than this frothy matter, already 
mentioned ; bat as foon as the difcafe advances 
fomewhat, it becomes thick, vifcid, and heavy, of 
an afli colour, and marks then the permanent af- 
fection of the lungs. When the difeafe proceeds 
Itill farther, a purulent matter is difcharged, of a 
greenifli, or yellow colour, at times fetid, and 
having an adual putrid tafte ; but this matter is 
always mixed with more or lefs of the vifcid fub- 
ftance already defcribed, which may be coiilider- 
ed as the true Scrophulous expecloration, the 
other being rather extraneous, and formed into 
this purulent ftate by the progrefs of the inflam- 
mation. When the fits of coughing are fevere, 
fuch expectoration is frequently mixed or ftreak- 
ed with blood. The quantity fpit up, is very va- 
rious ; but is often, when the fymptoms of the dif-r 
eafe are acute, not lefs than two or three pints in 
the twenty-four hours. The patient fometimes 
feels, diftin^lly, the expedloration proceed from 
the fide where he feels fome pain : this fy mptom 
always lelTens confiderabiy towards the end of 
the difeafe, and is a mark of the approaching ter- 
mination ; its tafte varies as well as the other 
circumltances of its confiftence and appearance ; 
fometimes it is fweet, at other times it is faltifh, 
purulent, Sj-c. When critically examined, by 
fubmitting it to the teft of experiment, the ex- 
pectoration can hardly be called real pus ; it 
agrees both with pus and mucus in fome of its 
properties, but it differs materially in others ; and 

E 2 it 
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it appears to be the fame matter as difcharged in 
other Scrophulous cafes, only approaching, here, 
fomevvhat nearer to pus, from the particular fltu- 
ation from which it proceeds 

In fome cafes this difeafe has been known to 
proceed to its fatal termination, without any pu- 
rulent expedoration whatever. This may pro- 
ceed from two caufes, either from a vomica, which 
burfting fuddenly, fufFocates the patient before 
allowing time for expectoration ; or it may pro- 
ceed from the powers of the conftitution not be- 
ing fufficiently ftrong to produce matter in the 
tubercles before the fatal event takes place. Such 
eafes, however, are very rare, and form little ex- 
ception to the general hiftory detailed ; as even, in 
thefe cafes, the other leading fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe conftantly attend. 

Frequently, in this difeafe, the expedoration 
begins with a fpitting of blood, (Hemoptylis). 
efpecially where the fits of coughing are fevere, 
and the difiiculty of breaching ahb confiderable. 

The prefage of this fpitting is generally a drow- 
finefs and faintnefs. This is preceded by a fenfe 
of fuiinefs, weight, and heat m the bread, parti- 
cularly under the breaft bone, (or Sternum) ; it 

* Mr Darwin's experiments on the difFerence betwixt Mucus 
and Pus, are by no means concliidve. Dr Ryan, in a late publi- 
cation on this difeafe, has inftituced one, which he deems a cer- 
tain criterion. A folution of Pus, he teils us, in the concentrat- 
ed Vitriolic Acid, becomes always turbid on the addition of 
water. A folution of Mucus does not, 

is 
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is brought up with a degree of hauking, or effort 
to expedorate, and makes fome noife in its paf- 
fage through the wind-pipe. The quantity dif- 
charged in this way is various, often Httle at a 
time, confining only in a mouthful, or two ; but 
fometimes it is more conliderable, and has been 
known to the extent of upwards of a pint : It is 
of a florid colour, and feels as if riling warm from 
the breaft. If not at firft accompanied with matter, 
this, for the moil part, takes place in the end ; and 
return of blood is commonly two or three times 
before the fit fettle, being apt, alfo, to recur again 
in the courfe of the difeafe. The appearance of 
blood, however, is always flighted when the pu- 
rulent expectoration is conliderable. 

Pain of cheit, the third fymptom, is equally va- 
rious in different cafes, as the two others we have 
detailed. In many there is no pain felt during 
the whole progrefs of the difeafe, except, at times, 
a flitch or two from ftrefs of cough, which is mere- 
ly temporary, and departs foon after. In other 
cafes there prevails a general forenefs of the cheft, 
particularly when the cough has been fevere, felt 
either by fhooting pains in the breafl, uneafinefs 
on the edge of the hypochondria, upper part of 
the belly, (or abdomen), and loins. In others 
there is acute pain of only one fide, more rarely 
of both, increafed very much on infpiration, fo 
that the patient can neither bear preilure, nor he 
on the part ; thefe pains often precede the cuiigh 
altogether. The continuance of this fymptom is 

uncertain, 
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uncertain, and it returns frequently in the courfe 
of the difeafe. 

The fever, the laji fymptom that remains to be 
examined, requires very particular notice, as point- 
ing out, in fome degree, the progrefs of the ma- 
lady. It begins with a fenfe of coldnefs, or rather 
vi^hat may be termed creeping of the flefli, which 
comes on every day, or, rather, every other day, be- 
ing by no means regular at firft. This feeling is 
fucceededj either by a burning heat, continuing 
all night with intenfe thirft ; or, at other times, a 
more moderate heat, only a little increafed to- 
w^ards evening. For fometime, the exacerbations 
of this fever, are by no means fo diftind: as fet 
down by authors. At laft, indeed, from the time 
the purulent expectoration is conliderable, both 
the mid-day and afternoon ones, efpecially the 
latter, become ftrong and regular ; they are then 
eafily marked by a circumfcribed florid rednefs, 
or flufliing of the cheeks, which renders the co- 
lour of the reft of the face more remarkable, be- 
ing pale, and looking as if it were not clean waih- 
ed. To this appearance of the face is joined 
great heat of the palms of the hands and feet. 
This heat is fucceeded by a fweating ftage, rather 
partial at firft, and confined to the head and 
breaft; but in the progrefs of the difeafe it 
becomes more general and profufe ; or, inftead of 
it, a colliquative loofenefs, (or diarrhea), takes 
place ; more rarely a colliquative difcharge of 
urine ; from the frequency of which, fymptoms of 
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inflammation of the urethra, (or paflage), and 
heat of the difcharge arife. In this way the hec- 
tic may be faid to advance, with all its horrors. 
But though the mid-day and evening exacerba- 
tions would feem, in moft cafes, the regular pe- 
riods of the acceffion of the heclic, yet this does 
not by any means hold as a ftated or conftant 
rule ; and we find, in particular inftances, very 
great variations in this refped. 

The pulfe in this fever varies confiderably ; in 
fome cafes it will not exceed fixty, and continue 
long at this rate, fo as to render the real ftate of 
the patient very deceitful. Hence, on firft vifiting 
a patient, and unacquainted with the exadt pro- 
grefs of the m.alady, a phyfician is very apt to be 
miftaken. In other cafes, and moft commonly, 
it is above an hundred, and fmall. When the 
expedoration conlifts of blood, it is often above 
an hundred and thirty, and the other fymptoms 
of the fever equally ftrong ; towards the clofe of 
the dileafe, in particular circumflaiices, when the 
breathing is highly obftruded, it rifes ftill higher. 

Though no delirium, in general, attends this 
fpecies of fever, yet towards the end of the difeafe, 
in the courfe of the evening-exacerbation, it fome- 
times occurs. 

The aphthous, or fpotted appearance of the 
tongue, which marks the advanced ftage of this 
fever, and is confidered as the fymptom of ap- 
proaching difiblution, fometimes departs before 
its termination ; the tongue turns clean, affumes 
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the fame appearance as in the firft days of the 
malady; but it always recurs before the fatal 
event. 

To thefe leading fymptoms of the difeafe, the 
ftate of the principal functions, during its pro- 
grefs, may be alfo joined. The appetite, we 
find, till towards the end, not much impaired; 
fometimes even a voracious appetite prevails. 
The digeftion, alfo, fuffers little or no interruption. 
The fenfes are clear and unafteded ; that of 
hearing is fometimes increafed, and the fundions 
of the brain, feem to lofe little, or none of their 
energy, while the reft of the fyftem fhev/s the 
ftrongeft marks of decay. Of the animal facul- 
ties, it may be obferved, the delire for venery is 
augmented, efpecially tov/ards the end of the dif- 
eafe ; and when indulged, as in the ftate of ma- 
trimony, it hurries on, more rapidly, the fatal terr. 
mination of the malady. 

This difeafe is, properly, of two fpecies, which 
we may term the acute and chronic ; the former 
clofes its career in the fpace of three or four 
months from its commencement, and proves fatal; 
the other is protraded, for a term of years, with 
intervals of eafe. The patient complains in win- 
ter and fpring, and gets better during fummer 
and autumn. If generally, however, though not 
always, proves fatal at laft; either by the increafe 
of the peftoral fymptoms, or, on their remiflion, 
an attack of dropfy fucceeds, In the former cafe, 
the fatal period with moft perfons, is the end of 
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fpring, or beginning of fummer, for they feldom, 
it has been remarked, out-live the month of 
May * 

Some remarkable inftances of moft rapid ema- 
ciation, in the firft fpecies of this difeafe, have been 
taken notice of by authors. Thus, Valli men- 
tions a cafe where the decay was fo rapid, that 
the very hair fell off in the firft days of the com- 
plaint. This may be termed a general breaking 
up of conftitution. In other cafes, the patients 
have been known to prcferve fome degree of cor- 
pulence to the laft, in fpite of all the coUiquative 
fymptoms which attend its progrefs. 

Though the difeafe may be pronounced almoft 
always fatal, as appears from the annual mortali- 
ty it occalions, yet recoveries from it have taken 
place; or, at leaft, its termination has been 
retarded by one of four circumftances, viz, mad- 
nefs, pregnancy, large wounds, and eruptions. 

The dilTedtions of this fpecies ferve fomewhat 
to explain the nature of Scrophula in other fitua- 
tions ; and much information is afforded, on this 
head, by the labours of the late ingenious Dr 
Stark. The feat of the difeafe is found, clearly, 
to exift in the cellular fubftance of the lungs, 
where round, firm bodies, named tubercles, are 
formed, fimilar to the fweUing of the lymphatic 
glands,, on the external furface; they are of dif- 

* The caufe of this rapidity of its progrefs, in different cafes, 
may be explained by the difference of the two conftitutions ; the 
wlflims of Scrophula, as pointed out in Seft. 3. of Part II. 
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ferent lizes, from the fmalleft granule, to half 
an inch in diameter; and often in clufters: 
They adhere, pretty clofely to the fubftance 
of the lungs, and have no particular cover- 
ing, or capfule. In proportion to the fmall- 
nefs of their fize, is their firmnefs; and when 
cut into, in this ftate, they are of a white colour, 
with a confiftence nearly approaching to carti- 
lage ; in fome part of them there is always a 
fmall pit, or hollow, where, as they increafe, the 
formation of matter begins, and, at length, they 
pafs into vomicae. But the formation of matter 
is not always determined by their fize. In fome 
it begins very early. When in fmall quantity, 
the confiftence of the matter, is thick and curdy ; 
when in greater quantity it is thinner, and more 
refembling the matter of a common fore. 

As matter forms, the fubftance of the tubercle 
melts down, leaving in the end only a thin 
covering ; and this melting down, appears to be 
without any very increafed fymptoms of inflam- 
mation taking place. 

All thefe tubercles have an opening into, or 
connection with the trachea ; fo that the matter 
contained in them, comes to be difcharged in this 
way, unlefs they are very large before they break ; 
the matter difcharged then alters its appear- 
ance. They have alfo openings into each other ; 
but the openings into the trachea are different in 
fliape from thofe with each other; the former are 
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round and fmooth, the latter irregular and rag- 
ged. 

The matter difcharged from the vomicae, is, in 
general, much the fame with that difcharged 
from Scrophulous ulcers elfewhere. It is puru- 
lent in its appearance; but in its properties it re- 
fembles mucus more than pus. 

The principal fituation of tubercles and vomi.- 
Gse, js the upper, and back part of the lungs. 
Sometimes they occupy the outer part ; and 
wherever they are, adhelions to the pleura, are there 
formed, which fiiew them to be the produdion of 
inflammation ; but of an inflammation limilar to 
that of the lymphatic glands, devoid of pain in 
its progrefs, from the particular nature of the dif- 
eafe, as well as the want of irritability in the part. 
Sometimes the pleura, at that part, is found even 
defl:royed by the matter of the vomicae, when at- 
tempting to force its way externally. By thefe 
adhelions, the communication betwixt the cavity 
of the vomicae, and the chefl:, is cut ofl'. 

As a further proof that fome ftate of inflamma- 
tion originally produces thefe vomicae, the air ve- 
iicles, and even the cellular fubftance of the lungs, 
is every where red in their neighbourhood, and 
no air enters that part of their fubftance ; fo that 
their principal functions, in that part of the lungs, 
is deftroyed. Even the large veiTels of the lungs, 
alfo, as they approach thefe parts, become fudden- 
ly contradled, and their canals Ihut up by a fib- 
rous fubfl:ance. An obliteration of vafcular fl:ruc- 
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ture evidently take place, and no veflel can be 
traced, either into thefe vomiccc, or the parts very, 
near them. The inflammation, from the difeai- 
ed portion of the lungs, is even communicated to 
the trachea, which appears red, wherever the vef- 
fels are connected with the vomicae. 

The real portion of the lungs, afFedled by this 
Hate of difeafe, is different in different cafes. At 
times the whole lungs may be faid to be difeafed, 
fo that not a fourth part of them remains fit for 
the tranfmiffion of air : This is for the moft part 
the cafe ; but, in fome rare inftances, life has been 
pTotradted till not one-twentieth part of them ap- 
peared on diffedlion, fit for carrying on this impor- 
tant fundlion. Where the difeafe, as moft frequent- 
ly happens, is only partial, affeding, as mentioned, 
but about a fourth part of the lungs, the upper 
and pofterior parts are, then, always found difeaf-- 
ed ; the under, and anterior, remain free, though 
not entirely in the natural ftate. The left lobe, 
alfo, it has been obferved, is much oftener affect- 
ed than the right one ; and this is confirmed by 
all the morbid collections of anatomifts. 

From this view of the difeafe, which diflec- 
tion affords, tubercles and vomicae conftitute 
the charadleriftic fyraptoms of this diforder in 
every form; and its incurable nature may be, 
hence, readily accounted for. Tubercles have, 
indeed, in no cafe of diffedtion of this difeafe, 
ever been found abfent ; but vomica frequently 
have, and conftitute, therefore, a more advanced 
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ftage of the morbid alteration. Each of thefe 
tubercles is to be confidered in the fame light, as 
that of an External Lymphatic Swellmg, which, in 
order to its termination, muft neceflarily pafs into 
ulceration, and be liable to all the confequences 
that either attend this, or any rupture of the te- 
guments in other fituations ; while an additional 
obftacle to healing is here prefented from the con- 
ftant motion of the lungs, and the accefs of the 
external air. The former of thefe, though, per- 
haps, not fo unfavourable in cafes of a healthy 
fore, will yet have confiderable effed in every 
cafe of ulceration ; and with refpecl to the latter, 
the accefs of the external air to matter of any 
kind, is known, by experience, to be attended 
with the moft pernicious confequences. There 
is, perhaps, alfo fomething peculiar in the action 
of the air on the lungs, which may add to the vi- 
tiated ftate of its ulceration. 

To this account of the internal diffedlion of 
Confumption from Scrophula, may be joined the 
particular circumftances in the external make, 
which, in the greater number of fuch cafes, feems 
to add to the fatality of the difeafe. Thus, there 
appears, commonly, in the external conforma- 
tion of body, a narrow cheft, a long neck, and 
prominent Ihoulders, rendering, at all times, the 
tranfmiffion of the fluid through the lungs more 
difficult than in other conllitutions. At the fame 
time this faulty form of body does not occur in 
all Scrophulous cafes ; but when it does, it may- 
be 
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be confidered as a certain mark, that the difeafe, 
if once taking place, is iiTecoverable. 

In Confumption, life, perhaps, continues longer 
mnder a lofs of fubftance, than in moft other difeafes ; 
for, on difledion, both lobes of the lungs have been 
found, at times, almoft entirely melted down, and 
nothing remaining but the outer membranes : In 
fuch a fituation it has been matter of furprife 
how refpiration could have been carried on f» 
long. 

Scrophulous affedlions of fome of the other in- 
ternal organs, have been alfo enumerated by au- 
thors, as, of the liver, fpleen, &c.; but thefe are 
feldom unconneded with the fymptoms we have 
defcribed ; and are to be eonfidered, rather as 
affedions coming on in the progrefs of the mala- 
dy, from the prevailing morbid difpolition ex- 
tending itfelf over the fyllem. In that cafe they 
require no feparate coniideration from thofe we 
|iave already detailed. 
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Of the Peculiar Circumstances of 



ScROPHULA. 



Sect. i. Of the Inflamniation of ScrQphula. 
P HE Scrophulous Inflammation may be temi- 



ed properly an imperfed: one; it forms, as it 
were, an intermediate fpecies betwixt Phlegmon, 
on the one hand, and Erilipelas on the other : 
Compared with the former, it difplays a want of 
the ftrong increafed adtion of the vesGTels, which 
gives a tendency, either to adhefion or fuppura- 
tion ; neither is there that confent of the fyftera, 
or proper fymptomatic fever, which is neceflary to 
the termination of fuccefsful inflammation. The 
fkin alfo, when afliiming marks of it, is more in- 
clined to a purple than clear red colour. Dur- 
ing the whole progrefs of the inflammation, there 
is httle fenfation of pain ; there is none, at leafl:, 
of that acute pulfatory pain, (Dolor Puilatilis,) 
which difliinguilhes Phlegmon, and is conneded 
with tone in inflamed parts. 
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Compared again Avith Erifipelas, the Ikin pof- 
fefles lefs of the ttue rofy colour, or vivid red : nor 
is there prefent that conftant fenfe of burning 
heat ; nor does it, on prelTure, like Erifipelas, turn 
•white, and lofe its natural morbid hue. From 
all thefe circumllances, then, the leading features 
of the Scrophulous Inflammation, fliortly aire, in- 
dolence, want of pain, inflammation fomewhat 
difFufed and hard, with little or no re-adion of 
the fjfliem, as a part of its charader* 



Sect. 2. Of the Difcharge in Scrophula. 

TXTE have already taken notice of the Dif- 
charge in Scrophula ; but fome farther 
obfervations on it may be fl:ill ufeful. It confifts, 
as then mentioned, of a thin fanies ; fometimes 
it appears to be limple ferofity, and to poflefs 
little or no degree of acrimony ; but, at other 
times, the acrimony is very confiderable, efpecial- 
ly when the ulcers fpread large. The moft fre- 
quent appearance, however, of the difcharge, 
when the ulcer firfl: breaks out, is that of a cheefy^ 
white ^ curdled^ clotty matter ; and this curdled ap~ 
pearance is the true charadlerifl:ic of the difeafe. 
In fome cafes, under the ufe of remedies, it ap- 
proaches more nearly to pus; but even then, 
when examined nicely, it has more the pro- 
perties of mucus than pus. As the difeafe pro- 
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ceecls, the appearance of the difcharge turns 
worfe, and more ferous ; being occafionally, 
where the ulcers fpread fad, or where ftimu- 
lant apphcations are ufed, tinged fomewhat 
with blood. This matter, even in its mod viru- 
lent ftate, does not feem capable of communicat- 
ing any fpecific infeclion ; for, if another perfon is 
inoculated with it, no charaderiftic local eflfeds 
of the difeafe follow, which marks the neceffity 
for the pre-exifting difpofition, and is alfo a 
clear proof, how ill-founded the prejudice againft: 
inoculation for thefmall pox is, from the fuppofed 
danger of introducing, along with the fpecific 
poifon, the other taints of conltitution to which 
the perfon may be difpofed. This opinion fhould 
be ftrenuoufly enforced by every medical pradi- 
tioner, in order to over- turn the general popular 
idea on the fubje6V. 

One particular form of the difeafe, viz. the 
Pulmonary Confumption, (or Phthifis Pulmona- 
lis), has been inculcated by many of the moft re- 
fpedable authorities in medicine, as really infec- 
tious : but the fa6ls adduced in its fupport, are 
very exceptionable ; and this form of the difeafe, 
being, at the fame time, fo frequent, the marks of 
predifpofition, where obfcure, may be overlooked, 
and its occurrence referred, at once, in feveral in- 
ftances, to the head of infedlion. Yet in the war- 
mer climates, it would feem fomewhat of an efta- 
blifhed opinion, from the many political regula- 
tions that have beew framed to prevent its fup- 
G pofed 
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pofed dangerous tendency ; but, even there, no 
diftindt and appofite fads have been condefcend- 
ed on to fuftain the propriety of thefe precautions. 
The acrimony, therefore, of this difeafe, even in 
its moft virulent ftate, we may conclude, is of a 
very circumfcribed nature in its a6lion. It has 
been entirely denied as exiftrng, Ky fome of the 
firft medical writers; but this is carrying the 
matter too far. An acrimony does, undoubtedly, 
exift in the greater number of cafes ; but the 
efFedls of this acrimony, we may fafely fay, are 
never known to adt beyond the feat of the ulcer 
producing it. 



Sect. 3. Of the Theory of Scrophula. 
HIS difeafe feenis to have been known to the 



moll ancient praditioners, and to have then 
baffled, as at prefent, the powers of medicine. It 
is defcribed minutely by the earlieft authors ; but, 
at the fame time, it mufl: be confeft, its appear- 
ance now is much more frequent than ever it was 
known to be before. Though not unknown in al- 
moft every climate, its attacks are" moft fe vere in the 
moft variable ; and the extremes both of heat and 
cold, if it appears at all there, render it a milder 
difeafe than, iii other lituations. 
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Many animals are fubjed to it, as well as 
man ; efpecially when removed to a cold, moift 
atraofphere, a circumftance which plainly proves 
it the effect of temperament, aded on in a pecu- 
liar manner by external fituation. 

The inveftigation of its proximate caufe, like 
that of many other difeafes, has often employed 
the refearch of phyficians ; but the inefficacy of 
their pradice, is the fureft proof of their having 
failed in the attempt, however plaulible their 
theories. 

One of the firft Theories was that of Galen, 
who, according to his fyftera of temperaments, 
referred it to a cold pituitous humour. Galen's 
theory was followed by the opinion of a redun- 
dancy of fluids, or unequal balance betwixt the 
folid and fluid parts ; and thefe theories remain- 
ed till the time of the Chemical aera: Then arofe 
the celebrated one of Acidity, or that which re- 
ferred the difeafe to a fuper-abundance of this 
principle in the animal fluids. This was the fen- 
timent of Wifeman, and feveral of the mofl; emi- 
nent French writers, and was fomewhat fupport- 
ed by the circumilance of infancy being the chief 
period of its attack, when fuch a predominant 
acid in the ftomach and bowels, (or Primae Viae), 
is confpicuous. But the exiftence of this prin- 
ciple, as a caufe of difeafe, was no way confirmed 
by the operation of the remedies mod fuccefsful 
in palliating, if not in effeding a cure of the ma- 
lady • and we know nov/ by accurate experi- 
G z ments, 
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ments, that no pure acid is ever prefent in the 
animal fluids, at leafl, fo as to prove a caufe of dif- 
eafe. 

On the apparent fallacy of this theory, was 
flarted another, equally repugnant to the experi- 
ence of practice, and our knowledge of the oeco- 
nomy. This theory was that of the celebrated 
Boerhaave, v.dio referred the fource of this, and 
many other difeafes, to a fpiiTiLude and lentor of 
the fluids. The difcharge, however, from Scro- 
phula, difplays a diflierent ftate, and the remedies 
which thin the animal fluids, have little or no ef- 
fect in curing this difeafe. 

Hence, a later, and more generally received 
theory, on this fubjedl, came to be adopted viz. 
that of a peculiar acrimony, which is confirmed 
by the fymptoms of the difeafe ; though its fpeci- 
lic nature we have ftill been unable to explain. 

The only difference, among authors, in receiv- 
ing this opinion, is with refpect to the feat of this 
acrimony, and to what extent it takes place; whe- 
ther it arifes from the general debility and flacci- 
dity of habit, confpicuous in Scrophula, dilfufing 
its influence through every part, or from a pecu- 
liar confl:itution of the lymphatic fyftem alone, 
confining its fpecific effects here. 

The former of thefe opinions is the moft pro- 
bable, when we confider that almofl every part of 
the body, as well as the lymphatic glands, js oc- 
cafionally the feat of the difeafe. The latter, 
though fiipported by the authority of Dr Cullen, 
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feems to be taking too partial a view of the fub- 
ject, and not admitting that extent of influence 
which the morbid fymptoms warrant. 

Thefe two opinions, therefore, will do beft, if 
united ; the difeafe may be conceived to be the 
effeft of an acrimony, as well as of fmiple flacci- 
dity and debility in the fyftem in general. 

But a more modern theory, than either that 
of acrimony, or general debility and flaccidity, is 
that of peculiar tenuity of furface, or finenefs of 
ikin. This theory has been llarted by Mr 
White, and this ftate he conliders as the caufe of 
fufceptibihty to the difeafe, which is confirmed 
by the effedl oblerved, that changes of weather 
have on it. Two kinds of confLitution, he re- 
marks, are diftinguiilied by this fort of furface. 
The firft is marked by lar^e fuperficial veins, a 
palenefs of countenance, a languor in the eye, 
and what is in general termed a want of vivacitj, 
or conilitutional torpor. The other is diftinguifli- 
ed by a florid complexion, (km eafily varying its 
appearance on the flighteft changes, vivacity of 
eye, fprightlinefs of manner, and great irritability 
and acutenefs. It is thefe two confl;itutions that 
are acknowledged to be the chief martyrs to 
Scrophula ; and from this view the jufl:ice of the 
obfervation comes to be called in quellion, that 
grey, or blue eyes, fair hair, and fair complexion, 
are charaderifl:ic marks of a Scrophulous predifpo- 
iition ; as without this fl:ate of furface, or their 
being attendants of it, they prove no certain 
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mark of the difeafe. To this it may be added, 
that the fame ftate of furface may be occalional- 
ly produced in any coiiftitiition by difeafe, or 
morbid caufes producing tenuity of furface. Thus 
it has been often known to follow a mercurial 
courfe. The fame is at times the effedl of fmall- 
pox, meafles, teething, and any long continued 
irritation wearing out the fyftem. 

The predifpolition, then, to this difeafe, from 
Mr White's theory, is clearly accounted for; 
but there remains ftill, fomething farther, to ex- 
plain why, in its attack, it particularly affeds the 
lymphatic glands j and Dr Fordyce has thrown 
out a hint, in his Ledures, to fuppjy this defedt, 
Scrophula he confiders, originally, as an affection 
of the mucous membrane, where, in confequence 
of matter forming from inflammation, often, in- 
deed, fo flight, as to be httle taken notice of, 
part is abforbed by the next lymphatic glands, 
and the difeafe then alTumes its real glandular 
form. 

From the above review, then, of the various opi- 
nions of authors on this difeafe, with an examina- 
tion of the fads which fupport them, we come, na- 
turally, to conclude, that Scrophula is a difeaie arif- 
ingfrom a peculiar morbid ftate of furface, moll pre- 
valent, therefore, in the early period of life. That 
this ftate of furface is, at the fame time, conneded 
with general laxity, fiaccidity, and often iriitabi- 
Xity of the fyiiem ; and that the difeafe m<:y arife 
in any conftitution vi'here thefe circumitances 
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cxift in a high degree. That, in this ftate of fnr- 
face, inflammation attacking any part of the 
mucous membrane, it paffes into ulceration, and 
the matter of this ulceration being abforbed by 
the next lymphatic glands, the peculiar form of 
the difeafe, or the lymphatic fwelling, next takes 
place ; and this matter, then elaborated in the 
lymphatic gland, acquires the peculiarity which 
renders the difcharge Scrophulous, or conftitutes 
the pecuhar acrimony of the difeafe. This in- 
flammation of the mucus membrane is often fo 
flight, as hardly to be noticed, and the fucceeding 
fwelling of the lymphatic is confidered as the Jitjl 
fymptom of the difeafe, and never thought to 
arife from the former caufe. The affediion of 
the lymphatic gland then, is properly the fecond 
ilage of the malady ; and as the matter originally 
abforbed, is not fo acrid asthe venereal and others, 
nor the gland itfelf endued with much fenfa- 
tion, the progrefs of the difeafe, in it, is for a long 
time flow, till it acquire a certain fize, and affed: 
the external teguments : When the difeafe ar- 
rives at its height, and a rupture of the teguments 
takes place, a peculiar matter feems then to be 
formed, poflefied of various degrees of acrimony, 
from Ample ferofity to that of ading as a real fol- 
vent of the animal fibre. 

The internal furface is found to poflefs a fimilar 
flate to that of the external, and the appearances 
there may be eafily explained in the fame way. 
Thus, we find Confumption,or a tuberculous fl:ate 

of 
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of the lungs fucceed the influenza, or inflamma- 
tion of the trachea, and confequent ablbrption of 
matter from its mucous glands ; and hence fre- 
quent catarrhs, or colds, never fail of laying the 
foundation of Confumption, or Phthifis, as the 
pradice and experience of all phyficians conflrm. 

On the fame reafoning v/e can readily account 
for Scrophula being fo often a hereditary difeafe, 
that is, where fimilarity of furface betwixt the 
child and parent, or even his predecelTor, prevails ; 
and we can alfo account for its difappearing in 
one or more generations, vvhere fuch fimilarity 
of furface is not confpicuous : The difappearance 
of the difeafe, in its external form, at the age of 
puberty, is thus alfo eafily explained, from the 
former acquiring then a degree of tone or vigour, 
while in the internal furface no fuch change pre- 
vails. 

From the preceding obfervations, it will clearly 
appear, that Scrophula has no connexion whatever 
with the venereal difeafe, as fo often alledgcd by 
many former writers. That lues is frequent in Scro- 
phulous conftitutions, and that it may be attended 
in them with peculiar violence, there is no doubt ; 
but that the venereal poifon can produce the 
difeafe itfelf, is merely impofl[ible ; fothat we need 
not adduce, either the diff'erence of their fymp- 
toms, or yet the ineflacacy of mercury in the cure 
of the latter as proofs of this. On the preceding 
theory, alfo, we can account for the etfecls of the 
feafon on this difeafe, and the advantages derived 
in it from a warm and fl;eady atmofphere. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 4. Of the Caufes cfScrophula, 
ROM the theoiy of Scropbula we have de- 



Hvered, its caufes will appear to be very 
few. The principal one, indeed, is variable 
ftate of atmofphere, chiefly when remarkable 
for moift cold air. All authors have noticed 
its powerful effecT:, and the changes it pro- 
duces on this difeafe. The almofl; total abfence 
of the diforder, in the extremities of heat and 
cold, and its appearance and diiappearance in the 
fame climate, at different periods of the feafon, 
afford mofl ample confirmation of this fa6l ; we 
may, therefore, fet it down as the great exciting 
caufe of the malady. Parents will feize on the 
moft trifling circumflances, as caufes, which could 
never have any influence, without the llrong here- 
ditary predifpofition ; though many circumrtances, 
in many famiUes, may favour the difeafe break- 
ing out in its moft inveterate form. Thefe preju- 
dices of parents have been feconded by phyii- 
cians; and we find, therefore, many trifling caufes 
enumerated, totally inadequate to excite the dif- 
order. 

Next to variable ftate of atmofphere, may be 
mentioned difeafes particularly affecting the Hate 
of the furface, and introducing acrimony into the 
fyftem, as fmall-pox, meafles, &c. ; perhaps, how- 
ever, thefe aft fliil more powerfully than as fimple 
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exciting caufes, and go diredly to induce the dif- 
eafe by the morbid changes of the furface they 
occallon. 

Improper diet, and want of clcanhnefs, have 
been regarded as caufes of Scrophula. With 
refped to the firjl, where it does not furnifli fuf- 
ficient nutriment, or even of a proper kind, and is 
joined with want of exercife, by encreafing that 
debihty, conneded with the predifpofition to the 
difeafe, it may adt as an exciting caufe, and efpe- 
cially of one form of it, the Mefenteric Con- 
fumption, (or Tabes Mefenterica.) In regard to 
the fecond, as it immediately affeds the ftate of 
furface, it may alfohave an influence, particularly 
when joined with moiflure, which we confider, 
in all cafes, as highly favouring the appearance 
of the malady. 

Many other caufes of this difeafe have been 
enumerated by authors ; and, indeed, whatever 
deranges the fyftem, in a high degree, will produce 
it, where a ftrong predifpofition, prevails; but 
where the mode of adion does not feem clearly af- 
certained, or is purely accidental, we have thought 
proper to omit the enumeration of fuch caufes, as 
only introducing confufion into the hiilory and 
nature of the difeafe. 
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Sect. 5. Of the Prevention of Scrophula. 
HE prevention of Scrophula has employed 



the attention of phyficians, as an object of 
tlie firft importance, from their being unable to 
effect a cure; and, in imitation of nature, lince the 
external forms of the difeafe are known to 
depart, on the folids acquiring a certain vigour 
at the age of puberty, they have chiefly em- 
ployed tonics, with this intention : The principal 
tonic, as a preventative, is cold-bathing \ and as 
it a£ls fo ftrongiy on the furface, there can be 
no doubt, from the theory of Scrophula deliver- 
ed, of its happy effec'ts, in this view. It is in- 
deed one of the methods pointed out in favage 
life, to fortify the conftitution, and to fecure it 
againft the effedts of heat and cold : It muit, there- 
fore, be powerful in checking a difeafe conneded 
with viciffitudes of atmofphere. 

Next to cold-bathing, may be mentioned pre- 
ferving the patient, as much as polFible, in an 
equal degree of temperature, or guarding againft 
the effecTis of fudden changes, by warmth of 
drefs, &c. 

To thele two, v/hich are the mod eflential, 
avoiding feverai of the occalional caufes of the 
difeafe, by atteniion to diet, may be added, exer- 
cife, and cieanlinefs. One internal form of the 
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difeafe, Pulmonary Confiimption, requires a more 
particular mode of prevention than has been men- 
tioned; for wherever the flighted fymptoms of 
a threatened attack appear, at the critical period 
of life, fince the prefervalion of an equality of 
temperature, in this climate, is impoffible, the re- 
moval to a warmer region, as the only fure means, 
fliould be immediately enjoined. 

Indeed, v/herever cold and wet prevail, the 
various forms of this difeafe will always be found 
to Hiev/ themfelves in a high degree. 



Sect. 6. Of the Trognofdc In Scrophula. 

TN forming our opinion in Scrophula, we are to 
be determined by three circumftances ; its feat, 
its extent, and its particular fpecies or nature. 

With refped to the firji, when attacking the 
external glands, there is little or no danger, while 
all the internal forms of the difeafe may be regard- 
ed as ultimately fatal. Of Water in the Head, we 
have no inftances of cure that can be depended 
on. Of Pulmonary Confumption, the inftances 
are few; and from thefe we can draw, no ge- 
neral conclufion : At the fame time, as former- 
ly mentioned, it has been found both cured and 
fufpended by madnefs, pregnancy, and even 
by wounds and eruptions. Of Mefenteric Con- 
fumption, a fingle inftance of cure, when we re- 
fied: on the feat of the affedion, is not to be look- 
ed 
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ed for, except in the very commencement. Even 
the prognoftic, in the external aiFedions of the 
joints, is unfavourable ; for, in the numerous cafes 
of White SweUing, how often is amputation the 
only refource ? 

In regard to its extent, even in the external 
forms of Scrophula, where the ulcerations are nu- 
merous, there is always danger, and Hedic is fre- 
quently formed. There are, at times, inftances 
of the fyftera being fairly worn out from its ex- 
ternal ulcerations. 

On the third, it may be obferved, where the 
difeafe is hereditary, it is always to be expedled 
more obftinate, than v/here it arifes limply as a 
confequence of other difeafes, or from apparent 
accidental caufcs, 

Sect. 7. Of the Scrophulous He5iic, 
^\TO conclufion can be dr^iwn from the fymp- 



tomatic fever in Scrophula, as there is gene- 
rally none in the external glandular forms of the 
difeafe, except in the White Swelling, till the lajl 
ftage ; and even in this lajl ftage of thefe external 
forms, it fludlaates according to circumftances, 
and is by no means conftant ; while in the inter- 
nal, it takes its peculiar form from the different 
fpecies. Thus, the Hedic of Pulmonary Con- 
fumption is different from that of Water in the 
IJead, and of Mefenteric Confumption, 
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PART III. 

Op The Treatment of Scrophula. 

TTAVING now confidered, at fome length, ifl^ 
The various modifications of difeafe which 
Scrophula afPurnes ; and idly^ The' fpecific cir- 
cumflanccs that mark its action, we proceed to 
the laft and moft important part of the fahjecl ; 
the confideration of the different modes of treat- 
ment, which have prevailed at different periods 
of medical hiftory for its cure. 

In entering upon this, we fliall not oiTerul the 
common fenfe of the reader by any detail of the 
Royal Touch, a remedy in vogue in England, from 
the time, v/e are told, of Ldward the ConfefTor to 
that of Charles I. who, from the records of the Cha- 
pel Royal, employed this charm, it is faid,on no lefs 
than 92, 1 07 perfons; a proof, at once, of the v»'eak- 
nefs of the Prince, the frequency of the difeafe, and 
Hill more of the fervility, if not ignorance of prac- 
titioners, who could ferioully fit down to relate 
fuch cures Neither fliall we dwell on the 

* A form of divine fervice was exprefsly ufed, at the time of 
applying the Royal 'louch, in the time of Henry VII. as may 
be fecn in the Literary Mufcum. An extvad from it will be 
found in the 13th Vol. cf the New Annual Iv.egiiler fur 1792. 

more 
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more raodern deceit of Morleys Vervain necklace^ 
a remedy applied, according to his own account, 
to no lefs than 5000 ; but equally ridiculous, if 
not more fo, than the former. 

It will be more to our purpofe to examine the 
cure of the difeafe, as conducted by Medical Practi- 
tioners, when we fhail find a great deal has been 
done with very little elfed:. In conducting it, 
alfo, the pradice has been often irregular, and 
proceeded very much on random experiment. We 
may, perhaps, jufliy fay, that the whole Materia 
Medica has been ranfacked for fpecifics againit; 
Scrophula ; and every fubitance poffeffing any 
fenfible powers, has, occafionally, acquired a re- 
putation for palliating one or other of its fymp- 
toms, if not actually removing them. But from the 
hiftory of the difeafe given, in the preceding part, it 
will appear, that the powers of every remedy are 
fufpicious, when apphed folely to the cure of its 
external form.s, from their fpontaneous departure, 
under any management at a certain period. To 
judge, therefore, of the real efficacy of medicine, 
immediate, and itrongly marked obvious etfeds, 
Ihould arife under its ufe. 

From the preceding view of Scrophula, the 
circumftances that feem, in every cafe, to pre- 
vent its cure are, 

1 . Want of cohefion of folid. 

2. Deficient ciHion ofvejfds^ and 

3. Peculiar Morbid irritation. 

We 
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We fliall endeavour then to arrange the treat- 
ment of the difeafe as it has been, either conjli- 
tutional, local, or conihined ; and, by referring to 
thefe morbid circumftances fpecified, we (hall be 
able to judge how far each of them has been com- 
petent to effed its cure. 



Sect. i. Of the General Corifiihitional 'Treatment. 

nPHE general conflitutional treatment of this 
malady, feems, as far as we can judge, to 
have proceeded on the four following principles, 
viz. either, 

1, To corre5l or dijlodge the prevailing acrimony, 
1. To excite peculiar action of vejfels, 

3. To increafe the ge?ieral tone of the Jyflem, or 

4. To remove irritation. 

Of the remedies employed on the firft prin- 
ciple, to correal the prevailing acrimony, one of 
the molt celebrated has been the ufe of mineral 
^waters : Different watering places have acquired 
a reputation in the cure of this difeafe; and fome, 
fuch as Briftol, for certain forms of it. On 
their general operation, it may be obferved, with 
Dr Cullen, that all kinds of them have been had 
recourle to, and with equally good cffeds : Their 
fuccefs, therefore, he attributes to their fimple 
elementary part, as walhiiig out the lymphatic 

fyilem. - 
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fyftem. This opinion, althq.i^h highly refpedl- 
able, I am afraid, is purely h|^ thetical, and the 
benefit derived from their ui^^s"ratlier to be a- 
fcribed to the period of the feafon at which they 
are ufaally drank ; and alio the lengtli; of time 
during which they are continued ; for, ia the courfe 
of it, an alleviation of the difeafe, at 'leaft of its 
external forms, fpontaneoully occurs by the chan- 
ges of the conftitution itfelf, w ithout the aid of 
any medicine whatever. 

Where mineral waters are employed, it may 
be proper to add, that, in recent cafes, the Saline 
and Chalybeate have been preferred ; and in 
thofe of long Handing, the Sulphureoiis'^^ . 

* The rules for drinking the different Mineral Waters 
are beft learned at the Fountain head. It may be ufcful^ 
however, to enumerate the principal places, in Britain, rc- 
forted to for the cure of this difeafe. 
Of the Saline Waters, the principal are 
Scarborough in Yorklhire, 
Epfom in Surry, 
Cheltenham in Glouceflerfliire, 
Dog and Duck in the neighbourhood of London. 
Of the Chalybeate, the chief are 
Tunbridge in Kent, 
Malton Spa in Yorkniire, 
New Tunbridge near Illington, 
Malvern in Wcrcederfliire. 
Of the Sulphureous, 

Harrowgate in Yorkflilre, 

Moffat in Annandale, 

Pitcaithly in Perthililrc, 

St Bernards in the vicinity of Edinburp-h. 

' o 

The Calcareous Minerals full to be noticed under the 
cure of Confumption. 

I Te 
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To the fame principle may be referred the in- 
ternal ufe of fea uf^/iter in Scrophula. From all 
the experience I h§^e ever had of this remedy, 
I never perceived the fmalleft benefit derived 
from its ufe ; on the contrary, by carrying it 
too far, the fyftem has been weakened, by the 
difcharges it produced, and the difeafe rather ag- 
gravated than relieved: It, therefore, where ufed, 
fliould be given only, fo as gently to loofen the 
belly ; and when creating a diftreffing degree of 
thirft, which it often does, it fliould be mixed 
with frefli water ; even Dr Ruffel, the great ad- 
vocate for this remedy, feldom ufed the fea- water 
alone, or trufted to its fpecific powers ; for he em- 
ployed, along with it, fmall dofes of mercury, or 
elfe the bark. Like many remedies, it polTef- 
fed for a time, an undeferved reputation ; and if 
it ever does fervice, it muft rather be as a preven- 
tative, than when the difeafe is formed. 

But leaving thofe remedies prefcribed by prac- 
titioners, on the general idea of correcting acri- 
mofiy, without fpecifying precifely its nature, we 
come next to examine thofe adapted to correfl a 
particular fpecies of it, viz. that acidity on which 
the difeafe was for long fuppofed to depend. A 
principal one, on this theory, was litne water. In 
the weak ftate of the ftomach and bowels, which 
attends this diforder, where a fuperabundant acid 
may be occafionally prefent, or a thick viicid 
llime, retarding digeftion may be colle6ted, lime- 
water has certainly often proved ufeful as a pallia- 
tive ; 
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live ; but this, I conlider as the full extent of its 
powers. It may be ufed to the quantity of a pint 
a day, drank at different times. The fame ob- 
fervation may be applied to the different alkalis 
that have been introduced into Scrophulous prac- 
tice, as the Sal So^a, &c. ; to the feveral foapy 
medicines^ and to the clafs of abforhents, which 
have all had repeated trials in the cure of this ma- 
lady, but without fuccefs : As palliatives of par- 
ticular fymptoms they are ufeful, but no more. 

On the oppofite theory, alfo, of alkalency ; even 
acids, though lefs common than the former medi- 
cines, have been employed Thus the Vitriolic 
Acid, in a dilute ftate, though poffelTed of no virtues 
over the difeafe, by adling as a tonic, has been 
frequently ferviceablc. 

When, by thefe various medicines enumerat- 
ed, practitioners had failed to correal the acrimony 
of Scrophula, an attempt was next made to dif- 
lodge it from the fyftem ; and this they endea-r 
voured to accomplifli, by exciting the acljon of 
the different excretory organs, more efpecially 
thofe of the Jkin and kidneys. 

We fhall firit enumerate the medicines whofe 
action is determined to the fliin. 

The medicines ufed with this intention, have 
been chiefly the different woods, viz. the Guiac^ 
Sarfa, Sajfafras, Serpe?itaria, CJjina, Mezereon, 
&c. ; though fometimes exhibited in fubftance, 
the Decodtion of Woods, the Sarfa Decoction, and 
what has been termed the Lifbon Diet-drink, are 

1 2 their 
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their principal forms : On the laft form, indeed^ 
whole volumes have been written; and it has 
been fuppofed a certain fpecific in one of the moil 
incurable forms of the difcafe, Pulmonary Con- 
fumption : but it is by no means found fo in tliis 
climate : and the accounts of the pbyficiaiis at 
Lifbon are very much to be doubted, the more 
fo, as we find no tVv'o forms of the prefcription 
alike. The Giiinc, in lime-water, has been much 
recommended, under the nrime of the Aq. Bene- 
diEla by the earlier praditioners, againiL tlie ex- 
ternal forms of this difeafe. The Mezereon is, 
perhaps, the mofl adive article of this clafs : But 
all thefe remedies, we may hMy fay, have failed 
of curing thediforder,and no dependence is, there- 
fore, to be placed on them, even though diftin- 
guillred by the pompous appellation of fwsetensrs 
of the hluod. 

From the flciii wc proceed next to thqfe reme- 
dies which, in diflodging acrimony, determine it 
by their adion to the kidneys. They are, chiefly, 
the different neutral faits ; and ihey continue ftili 
to be very n:uch employed in this diieaie, as 
the Sohble Tartar, Cream of Tartar, the Vi- 
triolated Tartar, Regenerated Tartar, the Foly- 
chetfl Salt, the P^egetable jErbiops, the Burnt 
Sponge, &c. This iafi: article has been much 
more recommended than any of the reft, in 
the difcuiiion of Scrophulous Swelhngs, fince the 
piadice of Dr Bate of Coventry was publifned 
by Mr Wilmer : but though occafional cures, it 
cannot be denied, have been made with it, yet, 

in 
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in the greater number of cafes, it mud alfo be ad- 
mitted, it has been equally inelieciual with any 
other medicine exhibited. Some peculiar cir- 
cumflances muft have, therefore, attended thefe 
fuccefsful cafes on which their more fortunate 
termination depended. This has been afcribed 
to the form of ufing tlie remedy, by fome practi- 
tioners ; and they have preferred it given as a 
Jozenge, v/hich, if the difeufe is feated near the 
mouth or throat, by its flow diilblution, has a 
greater chance, they think, of reaching the conti- 
guous morbid part m an unchanged ftatc. Tlie 
Neutral Salts are exhibited here in fmall dozes, fo 
as to avoid any laxative efFeci:, and to prefer ve the 
determination of their action to the kidneys en- 
tirely. On the operation of all fuch remedies, 
it may in general be obferved, that if they are to 
corred the ftate of the fluids, by drawing off cer- 
tain parts of them tainted by tlie difeafe, their 
fuccefs is very uncertain and precarious ; ijl, As 
it is not eafy to afcertain the actual change in the 
fcate of the fluids in difcafes ; and 2dlj', As on 
their introdudion, fuch remedies will be much af- 
fected by the j^ar-ticular difpoiition of the fluids of 
the ftomach at the time ; fo that it is doubtful whe- 
ther tlieir operation, in acting on any difeafe, can 
ever extend beyond the (irft paflages. 

Such are the principal remedies of the fifl 
mode of cure, which is like wife the moft ancient, 
and has been the moft generally adopted in prac- 
tice. Though this theory has now greatly de- 
clined with phyflcrans, it is flill tlie popular or 

prevalent 



•j^ , OF SCROPHULA. 



prevalent opinion of the multitude ; and corre^- 
jng or diflodging the mafs of humottrs, as they are 
termed, is the approved language in talking of 
this malady ; But the fuccefs of fuch an attack 
on the-ftate of the fluids, in the cure, praditioners 
have found, by experience, has not been great. 
Viewing, therefore, the morbid difpofition in 
Scrophula, as connecled with an obvious want of 
energy, or excitement in the part ; they have 
been led next to attempt its treatment on a dif- 
ferent principle, viz, by inducing a peculiar ac- 
tion of the veffels, fo as to effect, either the refo- 
lution or iuppuration of the indolent fwelling. 

The firft remedy thfit recommended itfelf for 
this purpofe, was mercury. 1% is given here in 
fmall dofes, either in the form of Calomel, JElhiop's 
Mineral, or Plummer''s Pill, more rarely in that of 
Corrojive Sublimate, in a highly diffufed Jlate, fuch as 
it exills in the Maredanfs Drops, Ward's White 
Drop, and other empyrical medicines of the fame 
|cind. The chief point, in exhibiting mercury here, 
istogive it in fuch fmall dozes, as to produce noeva- 
cuation; perhaps hardly anyfenfible effedl; and to 
continue it long on this plan. It is alledged, much 
fervice has been done in refolving the fwellings 
\n the external forms of the difeafe, at its com- 
meiitcement. This pradice has been inculcated 
very much in a late publication by Mr White, 
furgeon in London, who prefers the Calomel, 
(Sexies SubHmat.) a preparation which he con- 
fiders as having a pecuUar quaUty in removing 

obftru£tions 
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obftruftions of the lymphatic glands . His dole 
is very fmall, given at bed time, and occafionallj 
purged off by fome gentle laxative, at the diilance 
of every fourth or fifth day. But, on this prac- 
tice, we may remark, that if it is ferviceable in 
the early period of the difeafe, it is entirely 
confined to it, and it does not extend, either to a 
more advanced ftage, or even to any other than 
the external forms of the malady. Hence, we 
find the firft medical authorities, with much juf- 
tice, reprobate the ufe of mercury at any time 
whatever. 

On the fame principle with mercury, antimony 
became equally eligible, as a remedy, in the cure 
of this difeafe ; and it has been accordingly tried, 
both in its crude and chemical ftate. The pre- 
parations moft confided in here, have been the 
Antimonial Wine, and Tart. Emetic; and they 
have been commonly joined with fome alterative 
decoclion, to determine their operation to the 
furface. Not unfrequently they have been unit- 
ed with the former mineral. Where this mode 
of practice has been beneficial, it has been in that 
fpecies of Scrophula, which we find, at times, arife 
as a confequence of other difeafes : But from all 
the experience with antimony I have ever had, I 
muft fay, that I have found both it and mercury 
do more harm than good, in every cafe of genuine 
Scrophula. 

A more modern remedy, referable in its ac- 
tion perhaps to this head, is the Muriated Barytes, 

(^Barytes 
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(Barytes Muriata), introduced into Scroplmlous' 
praftice by Dr Adair Crawford. From his ac- 
count it promifed to be a fpecific for this mala- 
dy ; but the experience of other praditioners has 
jiot reahzed Dr Crawford's well faanded hopes, 
from the recital of his own cafes. It has totally 
failed, with them, of difplaying thofe boailed 
powers, though conducfed with every attention to 
Dr Crawford's rules. The dofe exhibited mufl 
be fmall, from live to twenty dro[}S at a time. In- 
deed few patients can go fa far, from its violent 
eiTeds on the fyftem. Dr Crawford, however, has 
the merit of having introduced a new m.cdicine, 
poffelTed of very active powers, and though thefe 
powers may be infuificient for the complete cure 
of Scrophula, yet they may, perhaps, *at times, be 
highly ufeful in relieving fome of its fymptoms. - 

To thefe articles of the mineral kingdom, is to 
be added a vegetable producliori whofe adion is 
fomewhat fmiilar. It is tlie Meadow Anemone, 
(or Pulfatilla Nigricans), an acrid fubllance, faid 
to pofTefs ftrong diicutient powers. It has been 
molt ferviceable in removing the fpecks that fuc^- 
ceed the Scrophulous Ophthalmia. Its operation 
is attended, at firft, \yith increafed pain in the 
difeafed part ; and it is ufed, either in the form 
of the diililied water, given to the extent of half 
an ounce a day ; or, in the extract, to the length 
of four or five grains. 

We come now, from t\m fecond fet of remedies, 
to examine the third, or the clals of Tonics, intro- 
duced 
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duced for the cure of this difeafe, j'^^y?, on the idea 
of its ariling from fimple debility, and that invi- 
gorating the fyftem, would prove a certain means 
of its removal ; and next, when failing in this 
defired efleci, continued on another idea, that the 
patient will out-grow the malady, if the conftitu- 
tion is kept up under its ravages. 

The jirjl and moft powerful of this divilion, is 
cold-hathing ; particularly fea-hathing. It has 
been recommended to continue it here., both in 
winter and fummer. That it will have confider- 
able influence in invigorating the fyftem, cannot 
be doubted ; but it has by no means, alone, prov- 
ed capable of removing the local effedls of the 
difeafe, when once formed. It is alledged alfo, by 
fome pradlitioners, that, though during its con- 
tinuance, the difeafe is fomewhat relieved., it re- 
turns with increafed violenGe on its being given 
up. It is, therefore, more fuited, perhaps, to a6l 
as a preventative, than as a means of cure : At 
leaft, in order to be fuccefsful, it muft be begun 
very early in the difeafe, and perfevered in with 
much regularity; even for a courfe of years : in 
which cafe the formation of the Scrophulous 
SweUing may be counteracted. 

After cold-bMhing, comes properly to be noti- 
ced the Peruvian Bark. In this difeafe, it owes 
its firft recommendation to the authority of Dr 
Fothergill ; and from the experience of this in- 
telligent phylician, it has lliewn conliderable ef- 
fcdl in checking the progrefs of the malady, al- 

K though 
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though not in curing it. At the fame time, even 
thefe good efFeds are confined folely to the 
milder external forms of it ; for, in all the in- 
ternal fpecies, as well as the affedions of the 
joints, it evidently does mifchief. The befl form, 
of prefcribing it, in this diforder, is the lime-water 
tindure ; and in all the external forms, to be fuc- 
cefsful, it fhould be largely employed, and long 
continued. 

After the bark, on an authority ftill more re- 
fpedable, viz. that of Dr Cullen, we are induced 
to mention the ufe of the Coltsfoot, (or TuJJilago^ ; 
a ftrong decodion of the leaves, or where it can 
be had, the real expreft juice, is the form prefer- 
red by him. This author's fcepticifm, as to the ac- 
tion of remedies in general, in the cure of difeafes, 
adds much weight to his recommendation here. 

Various ajlringent vegetables, as. well as the laft, 
have, at different periods, had a reputation as fpe- 
cijics in this difeafe ; but none of them have 
flood the teft for any length of time, and are juft- 
1y gone into negled : Of thefe may be enume- 
rated the Vervain, (Verbena,) Figwort, (Scrophu- 
laria), &c. From their aftringent principle, they 
are undoubtedly fomewhat tonic; and they have 
been found, on trial, moft ufeful, when joined 
with fome article of the Narcotic tribe. 

Of the Mineral Tonics, Jleel is the principal one 
that has been prefcribed in Scrophula. We have 
already taken notice of it, in the form of the Cha- 
lybeate Mineral Water, in which its powers, as a 

tonic, 
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tonic, are certainly weak, and its operation in that 
form is, therefore, not referable to this clafs. 

When ufed here, it is chiefly in the form of 
the Riib'igo, or Ruft; and the morbid acidity, 
which is generally prefent in the ftomach of Scro- 
phulous patients, renders it an active tonic in this 
difeafe. It is often joined with the bark, or Aro~ 
viatics, and is then more fuccefsful. The Mar- 
tial Flowers is another preparation, well fuited, as 
a tonic, to the circumftances of Scrophula, and 
has been repeatedly employed, with advantage, in 
fufpending the progrefs of the Swellings : It 
Ihould be prefcribed largely, in order to ad with 
effect. 

From the adion of tonics, we come to examine 
the lajl fet of remedies introduced for the confti- 
tutional treatment of this difeafe : Thofe whofe 
operation is confined folely to the principle of ob- 
viating morbid irritation. 

The Jirjl here is the Hemlock, (or Cicuta), which, 
from the experience of the moft intelligent prac- 
titioners, has been highly extolled in this, as well 
as in many other painful chronic affections, attend- 
ed with ulcerations. From its very a6live nature, 
it is rather unfit to be employed in very young 
cafes, being apt to excite difagreeable fymptoms. 
In obftinate inftances of Serophulous fore eyes, it 
is attended with the happieft confequences where 
largely prefcribed. In incipient Confumption, it 
has been known alfo, at times, fuccefsful. But 
after all thefe proofs of its utility, we can hardly 
Kz go 
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go fo far as to term it a fpecific for this difeafe % 
It may be juftly efteemed an ufeful palliative, and: 
depended on as giving confiderable temporary 
relief- Where combined with the Caltsfoot^ (ok 
Tuffilago)^ it has been moll beneficial. 

After the Memlock^ we may confider under one 
view, the different Night Shades^ (or Solunci)^ viz,, 
the Deadly Night Shade, (Belladona), the Garden 
Night Shade, (Solanum Officinar.) and the Bitter 
Sweety (or Dulcamara). They are all highly nar- 
cotic, particularly the firft. Their adian here,, 
mull, therefore, differ very little, except in degree,, 
from that of the Hemlock, Henbane y and other 
articles of the fame tribe : But the operation of 
the Hemlock, in confequence of being more in 
pradice, is better underftood ; and it Ihould, in, 
general, be preferred where narcotics are em- 
ployed. 

Before clofing this divifion, a remark or two 
may be alfo made on the ufe of Opium here. In 
large dofes, it is faid to have produced beneficial 
effeds in Scrophula : I have often given it a fair 
trial ; but from its internal exhibition, I never faw 
the fmalleft benefit derived, or that it pofiefiTed 
powers over the difeafe : When externally ap- 
plied, however, it has frequently healed the ul- 
cerations in that fpecies of Scrophula which arifes 
as a fequel of other maladies. It is even moft 
faccefsful here in the form o£ Laudanum. 
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Sect. 2. Of the Particular Conjlitutional Treat- 
ment of the Internal Species, 

TTAVI^^G examined the general conflitutional 
treatment- of Scrophula, we now proceed- 
to detail the management of its different internal 
Species ; or to mark thofe peculiarities in conduct- 
ing their cure, which could not enter fo minutely 
into the preceding view of the fubjed. And, j^r/?. 

Of the Treatment of Water in the Head* 

From what was obferved on the incurable na- 
ture of this form, more may be done to prevent 
its attack, than really to effed its cure. For this- 
purpofe Iffiies have been much recommended 
near the feat of the difeafe, foon after birth, ia 
thofe families, who either fhew a ftrong predifpo- 
lition to Scrophula, or who have already loft chil- 
dren from this malady. The fuccefs of this mea- 
fure, is confirmed to us by the experience of fe- 
veral of the firft medical authorities in this coun- 
try ; and it is an application to which there can, 
at leaft, be offered no material objedion, A 
fmall drain fhould, therefore, be opened in the 
head, immediately after birth, and continued till 
the danger of an attack is paft. 

But 



78 OF SCROPHULA. 



But when the difeafe is actually confirmed, and 
its prefence denoted by the fymptoms enumerat- 
ed in its hiftory, two indications for treating it 
have been commonly formed. 

The firjl is to remove the Plethoric Jlate, or full- 
nefs of the velTeis in the head, juftly confidered as 
the caufe of the eflufion thar enfues. 

The fecond is to excite ahforption, fo as to dif- 
lodge the quantity of accumulated fluid already 
prefent. 

The mofl powerful means of executing the firft 
of thefe intentions, is blood-letting, geiieral and to-^ 
pical, efpecially the laft ; but, at the fame time, I 
mult confefs, that I have never feen the leaft ad- 
vantage from bleeding in this difeafe. BUfters 
have alfo been applied with the fame view, and 
fliould be frequently repeated : From them, in- 
deed, fome temporary relief has been experienced 
at times. 

But the fecond indication, is the one, on the ac- 
complifhment of which, praditioners have refted 
their chief hopes of fuccefs for a cure. They have 
attempted to perform it by the ufe of power- 
ful diuretics, as the Cream of Tartar, the Squill, 
the Fox-glove, (or Digitalis), S^c. ; but ftill more 
frequently, and wdth greater confidence, they 
have employed for this purpofe Mercury, exhibit- 
ed., either in fmali doles of Calomel, fo as to ope- 
rate without any ftrong adion, or in flight unc- 
tion ; and it has even been advifed to introduce 
the Calomel, in this cafe, by undtion from the in- 
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fide of the mouth, as a more ready way of render-' 
ing it adive in the fyftcm. 

We are extremely doubtful, however, if the 
cafes of cures by this mode of practice, or the ufe 
of Mercury, as related by authors, can be depend- 
ed on ; and we rather believe, fmce they differ 
fo widely from general experience, that thefe 
authors have been miftaken in the difeafe. 

Of the Treatment of Mesenteric Consump- 
tion. 

The practice in Mefenteric Confumption is lefs 
fixed than in the preceding form of the difeafe, as 
the fymptoms of it are, for long, from the circum- 
ftances narrated in its hiftory, more uncertain. 
When convinced, however, that this malady real- 
ly exifts, the rules to be laid down are, 

I . To refolve, if poffiblc, the enlarged Hate of 
the glands ; or, if this fhould prove ufifuccefsful, 
and ulceration enfue ; 

1. To attempt correcting the fpecific taint, 
and mitigating the Hedic which attends it. 

The former of thefe indications has been re- 
commended to be executed here, as elfewhere, 
by the prudent exhibition of Mercury, efpecially 
Cahmel, in fmall dofes. It is efteemed by Mr 
White, one of the latell writers on the fubjed, as 
almoft a certain fpecific for this, more than any 
any other form of Sc rophula. Fridion of the 
])elly fhould alfo be joined with it, frequent and 

regular, 
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regular, fo as to excite the aclion of the glands ; 
or the Mercury may be even introduced by unc- 
tion in this way, united with the Volatile liniment. 
The exhibition of a dofe or two of fome of the 
Neutral Salts, particularly fea- water, (hould occa- 
fionally intervene, with the view of wafhing out 
the inteftines, and the Mercury be again refumed. 

When this indication unfortunately fails, and 
the difeafe proceeds to ulceration, all that then 
remains, is to attempt keeping up the ftrength by 
the ufe of tonics, fuited to the difeafe, as is enu- 
merated in the general conftitutional treatment; 
and employing, at the fame time, the other re- 
medies, confidered as fpecific againft ulcerations 
from Scrophula. 

Of the Treatment or Gonsumptioi^t of the 
Lungs. 

The treatment of Pulmonary Confumption, is 
one of the moft important objects of pradlice. It 
has more, than any other form of the difeafe, em- 
ployed the attention of phyficians ; and both 
medicine and regimen, have been alternately cal- 
led in, with equal inefficacy, except in a very fmall 
proportion of cafes, to accomplifli a cure. 

We ftiall, however, detail the different modes 
of praflice, had recourfe to at different periods ; 
and then point out a few facts as a foundation for 
our future procedure. 

Conceiving 
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Conceiving the inflammation of the tubercles, 
the caufe of the purulent ftate, the moft general 
pradice has been to prevent its formatiou by the 
moft active Antiphlogiftic means, viz. evacuations^ 
refrigerants, and a mild regimen ; and, in confor- 
mity to this idea, the difeafe has been divided 
into two ftages, the Inflammatory and Purulent, 
a guide in this mode of practice. 

Of the Jirj2 means, or evacuations, bleeding de- 
ferves the principal notice. It has been very 
early, and very liberally employed ; but it has 
never produced any farther effect, than giving, 
at times, a temporary alleviation to the diihculty 
of breathing, at the expence of the conftitution 
at large, fo as to produce a weaknefs not eafiily 
repan-ed. ] t is a remedy feldom proper in Con- 
fumption, where the w^afl:e always proceeds too 
rapidly. From dilTedtion, it appeared alfo, that 
the tubercle advances commonly to fuppuration ; 
or, rather, to form matter without fuch increafed 
fymptoms of inflammation, as can be alleviated 
by venefection, in the fame v/ay as the Scropliu- 
lous fwelling does elfewliere. In the Scrophu- 
lous habit too, there appears rather a defect, both 
in the quantity and quality of this fluid, as a na- 
tural confequence of its flaccid ftate, and of its 
want of that energy of the vital powers, conspi- 
cuous in other conftitutions. Indeed, before any 
fymptom of HeCtic appears, evident marks of ina- 
nition often betray themfeives in the patient's 
very look^. Plence, in late pradice, it is very 
L Sparingly, 
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fparingly, if at all ufed, and only confined to in- 
cipient cafes, when the diftindion betwixt the 
Confumption and Catarrh, is not fo clear; or where 
there are very urgent and extended fympfoms of 
Topical Inflammation. 

Next to Bleeding comes the ufe of BViJlers and 
Iffues. 

With refped to the firfl, if they are apphed re- 
peatedly, in order to aft as a ftimulus, and to 
remove the internal, by exciting external in- 
flammation, they can be attended Avith little fuc- 
cefs towards a cure of the difeafe, from the fact 
already obferved, that the tubercle pafles on to 
the purulent ftate with fuch fliglit marks of in- 
flammation, that its progrefs can be little arrefted 
by this, or any other antiphlogiftic remedy. 
They may remove pain of fide, or cheft ; but this 
is the extent of their utility. If conlidered as an 
Jffiie^ however, they may tend fomewhat to give 
a temporary relief, by producing a determination 
of fluids from the feat of the difeafe ; but even 
this relief can only be procured by an' increafed 
weaknefs ; while having no radical effedt on the 
difeafe, they will occaflon its proving fooncr fa- 
tal. This obfervation we' may apply to every 
I/fue, v.'hatever its ibrm ; and the analogy, of Con- 
llimption being cured in confequcnce of large 
■wounds, will not hold here ; for where this has 
taken place, as in the cafe of amputation, the effecl 
has been fudde'n, very conflderable, and capable 
of changing, at once, the morbid difpofition of 
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the whole fyftem, which can never happen by 
the trilling difcharge of an IJfiie. If, then, they 
are ever to be employed, they will be better fuit- 
ed to the chronic than the acute fpecies of the 
malady. 

A more general evacuation, attempted for the 
cure of Confamption, has been that by the JJdn; 
and from the ackowledged connexion or fympathy 
betwixt the fidn and lungs, it has promifed more 
fuccefs than any other. The mjthod of exciting 
this difcharge, and the degree to which it has 
been carried, have varied much, according to the 
particular views of dilTerent praclitioners. 

The firft and finipleft means of exciting it, has 
been by cajing the patient in fiamiel, which 
fliould be worn next the fkin, night and day ; pre- 
ferving him, at the fame time, from much bodily 
exertion, except fuch exercife in the v/ay of gef- 
tation, as may tend to promote it. 

To render the effecls of thefe means rtill more . 
powerful, the ■occafional exhibition of jiavfeating 
medicines, as fmall dofes of Ipecacuhan, or fome 
milti Antiinonial has been recommended ; and 
fome phylicians carrying it ftill farther, have ex- 
tolled even /mart Tomithig at this period of the 
difeafe. For this purpoie, we find Dr Simmons, 
in particular, recommending the ufe of the^/wc" Vi^ 
triol. By his praclice, it is to be given in the 
morning, after previoully drinking a portion of 
warm water, in the quantity of from two grains 
to twenty, according to the age and ttrength of 
L 2 the 



84 OF SCROPHULA. 

the, patient. This medicine, by ading folely on 
the ftomach, he remarks,, gives no trouble after 
its operation, Hke the Tpecacuhan or Antimony ; 
and being poffefled alfo of an ailringent nature, 
no weaknefs of the organ fucceeds it. Where 
employed twice a-week, the beil confequences, 
]]e informs us, have refulted from its ufe. To all 
thefe remedies, however, one forcible objedion ig 
to be offered ; that they are fimple palhatives ; 
that they, merely alleviate foraewhat the violence 
of the fymptonis, while its progrefs is ftill equally 
advancing, and the morbid weaknefs daily in- 
crealing. Thus the patient, flattered after them, 
by a fhort temporary eafe, is fpinning out a pre- 
carious and uncomfortable exillence, without 
their tending any thing to a radical cure of his 
complaints ; for it is hardly to be fuppofed, that 
the llimulus of vomiting can have any power in 
refolving the tubercles, it is, indeed, too fevere 
to be tonic, and too temporary to be uieful if it 
were fo. 

Next to evacuations, the fjcond means we enu- 
merated in this ftage, againft the inflammation of 
the tubercles, was the ufe Refrigerants ; and 
of thefe, the Vegetable Acids have gained the pre- 
ferance. By the late Sir John Elliot, the Acid of 
Lemons was even regarded as a fpecific in this dif- 
eafe. Ice Cream has been lately introduced, we 
are told, with the happiefl elfeds in checkmg the 
irritation of the Cough, and abating the violence 
of the Hedic. A diet of certain fub-acid fruits 

has 
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has afforded alfo, at times, inftances of cure. Of 
thefe, the Grape has been particularly mentioned ; 
and, when joined with favourable circumftances 
of external fituation, as a mild atmofphcre, and 
the ufe of exercife, it may be fomewhat conlided 
in. Of the Mineral Acids, none but the Vitriolic, 
in a very dilute ftate, has been employed here : 
It is recommended by De Haen ; yet it has not 
met with the fame encomiums from other pracli- 
tioners. 

Of the Neutral Salts, the Cream of Tartar^ 
though it has been ufed here, is dangerous, frohi 
the natural tendency of the difeafe to loofenefs, 
(or DiarrhaL?a). The Nitre has been greatly ex- 
tolled by Dr Simmons, for the cure of a particular 
fymptom, the Spitdng of Blood, (or Hemoptylis) ; 
as alfo the Sea Salt for the lame, by Dr Rufli. 

But the ufe of none of thefe remedies, we can 
conlider as ading, in the greater number of cafes, 
towards a permanent cure of the malady; and 
where th^y have been fo fortunate in their effedls, 
other circumftances, I am afraid, in the fituation 
of the patient, have been overlooked, to which 
the cure, perhaps, deferved to be afcribed. 

The third means, in our enumeration, for pre- 
venting the inflammation of the tubercles, was a 
viild regimen, confifting entirely of Vegetables and 
Milk. The latter, indeed, has been almoft folely 
trufted to, as a fpecific remedy for the cure of Con- 
fumption,from the time of Hippocrates to the pre- 
fent day: And the opinion, of chis diet's being de> 

void 
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void of irritation, and conveying to the fjftem, at 
the fame time, much aUment, in an eafj affimilat- 
ed form, eftablifhed its propriety as confonant to 
reafon and common fenfe. But late experience, 
ftronger than any theory, has clearly fliown that 
fuch diet, carried to the lengths it has generally 
been, has been attended with the worll effeds. 
In Confuraption, in the temperate regions, it may 
not, perhaps, be fo immediately hurtful ; but, in 
this country, vv'herever it has been rigidly ad- 
hered to, it has certainly hurried on the progrefs 
of the malady. The quick declenlion of the dif- 
eafe to a ftage of extreme debihty ; the manifeft 
appearance of the habit in which it occurs ; and 
the crude watery fecretions which this habit dif- 
plays, are llrong proofs that a weak and impo- 
verifliing diet, is not the mode of reftoring that 
energy to the fyftem which it ftands in need of. 
We have, indeed, inftancesof the cure of this dif- 
eafe, under the ufe of fuch a diet ; but it has, at 
the fame time, been conjoined with circumftances 
of a ftrong tonic nature, as expofure to the open 
air, and much exercife, which made up by their 
invigorating effeds, for the injury which this ex- 
treme of low diet might have occafioned. Be- 
fides, as an additional objedion, it may be obferv- 
ed, that the vidims of Confumption, are found 
chiefly to be thofe who live in a Hate of civilization, 
and are confined, for the moft part, to fedentary 
occupations : Thefe perfons are accuftomed, ge- 
nerally, to what is termed ^§-ood living. In pre- 

fciibing 
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fcribing, then, to fuch patients a Milk and Vege- 
table diet, phylicians liave not attended to the 
immediate violence they did their conftitutions, by 
fubje6iing them, all at once, to a mode of living- fo 
different from that to which they had been accuf- 
tomed, and at a time too when an increafing ftate 
of weaknefs prevailed ; for we may here remark, 
that the wonders of a Milk diet, have been chiefly 
wrought in thofe habits, in which a ftrength of 
original flamina remained; not in the weak flaccid 
frame of confumptive patients. Even in many 
chronic, and almofl; incurable difeafes, we know 
that the Salt of MiJk has formed a fuccefsful 
prefcription. At the fame time, in the choice 
of the diet of confumptive patients, there can 
be little doubt but that fimplicity ihould be 
fl:udied ; and to this the attention fliould be 
paid. One article, or at leaft one kind of aliment, 
fhould, if poflTible, be regularly and folely perfifl:ed 
in ; and, in its choice, three circumltances fhould 
claim regard : ijl. That the tone of the ftomach 
be kept up by it ; id, That the nutrition of the 
body do not decline ; and 3^, That it produce, 
at the fame time, httle irritation, A Milk and 
Vegetable diet, is improper on the jirji account, 
as many ftomachs cannot digeit it at all ; and if 
brought, in time, to agree better with it, fliill the 
digeflion that enfues continues imperfed;. WomerCs-^ 
viilk is certainly Icfs prejudicial than any other. 
Co%vs-?nilk difagrees, in general, more than any 
fort ; and requires, either an addition of lime 

water, 
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isjater, or elfe to be boiled, to lelTcn its afcef- 
cency. Goafs-milk can only be ufed in the form 
of whey^ from being fo apt to coagulate. The 
fame takes place with Ewi^'s-miik. Afs-m'dk can 
never be employed in fuch a quantity, as to form 
a principal part of diet. It is a cooling afcefcent 
liquor, which may be ufeful in Hedlic," but en- 
titled, as a fpecific, to no farther praife, 

Inftead, then, of a Milk and Vegetable diet, ex- 
perience has led phylicians to adopt a different 
plan of treatment, by combining it with the ufe 
of animal food, fuch as is nutritious without be- 
ing highly ftimulant. Shell-fifh has been found, 
in particular, to aniwer this purpofe beft, and has 
been, therefore, ftrongly recommended. Thus, 
fomething of a middle courfe betwixt the two ex- 
tremes, from attending to the nature of Confump- 
tion, is pointed out ; and if it Hiould not tend to 
cure the malady, or even arreft its progrefs, ft ill 
the feelings of the patient will be more comfort- 
,able vmder it, and the fymptoms afieding the 
Itomach and bowels, lefs violent, even to the laft. 

But, in fpite of this antiphlogillic treatment, 
however judicious and powerful, from the inevit- 
able progrefs of the difeafe in moft cafes, the pu- 
rulent ftage has unavoidably come to be formed. 
A change m the mode of pradice has according- 
ly enfaed, which we are next to examine, viz. by 
direding it to corred xht Jpecijic taint, and thus, 
though too often without fuccefs, heal up the ul- 
ceration. 

The 
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The means employed for this purpofe have 
been various. One of the firft that fuggefted it- 
felf, from analogy of their effeds externally, was 
the life of the Natural a.nd Artificial Baljams ^ 
either given by the ftomach, or introduced by va- 
pour into the lungs. In the latter form, they have 
afforded fome temporary relief to the difficulty of 
breathing ; but, in the former, from their heating 
nature, they have always increafed the fymptoms 
of fever and inflammation, and proved, univerfaliy, 
a means of irritation, without poffefiing the fmali- 
eft power to check the progrefs of the ulcer. 
The leafl exceptionable of them is the lar Water. 
The Myrrh, however praifed by fome, I have 
found always to fail. 

Some Mineral Waters, particularly the Briftol, 
have been recommended with fucccfs in this flage 
of confumption. From their gentle aftringent 
nature, they cannot fail to be ufeful, in~palliating 
certain fymptoms of the difeafe ; but they are 
never to be confidered as poffefiing powers cap- 
able of completing a radical cure. Where cures 
have taken place, during their ufe, they mufl have 
depended on a combination of other circumflan- 
ces, which have been overlooked *. 

* The Mineral Waters in J3ritain, alledged to be ufeful io 
Confumption, are 

Briftol, in Gloucefterfliire, 
Bath, in Somerfetfhire, 
Matlock, in Derbyfliire, 
Buxton, in Derbyftiire, 

M u 
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In the tria] of different medicines, with a fpe- 
cific view againft the ulceration, Mercury has not 
been omitted. If, however, it is hurtful in the 
external forms of the difeafe, it muft be doubly 
fo here. In every cafe in which it has been ap- 
phed, 1 may confidently fay, it has hurried on 
the termination of the malady, by thining and dif- 
folving the fohd, and extending the progrefs of 
the ulceration. I cannot, therefore, account for 
Mr White's prejudice in its favour ; Vv'hen he ob- 
ferves, that the milder preparations may be exhi- 
bited with the greatefi; fafety. For, though the 
apparent irritability of the fyftem is not great, 
it is here a dangerous medicine ; nor will its com- 
bination with an Antimonial, lelTen much its hurt- 
ful tendency. If it has fucceeded in Confump- 
tion Vv^ih him, I may juftly afferf, it has failed to 
anfwer the expeclations of every other pradition- 
er. 

From the benefit derived from the Bark in 
External Scropbula, its utility, as well as that of 
feveral vegetable aftringents, as the Coltsfoot^ 
(Tullilago), &c. has been alfo contended for here. 
There is, indeed, little doubt, that its exhibition, 
in confiderable quantities, has often checked, for 
a time, the violence of the Heclic. But the 
power it has difplayed is by no means permanent ; 
for the difeafe appears to acquiie, foon after, in- 
creafed ftrength, and the Tuberculous Hate of the 
lungs would feem to be extended by it, as well as 
by the adion of every other aftringent 3 fo that, 

over 
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over the ulceration, fucli medicines appear to have 
no fpecific eiTecl, but the reverfe. 

Fixed air is a remedy that has been often em- 
ployed in this ftage of Confumption. By fome 
refpedable phyficians, it is alTerted to have per- 
formed adual cures : But, though its powers; I 
have found always infufficient for this purpofe, 
there cannot be a doubt, but that in the greater 
number of cafes in which it has been inhaled, it 
has leffened fomewhat the fymptoms of Heftic, 
and amended alfo the f^tor of the difcharge. 

In the fame way, the vapours of JElher^ dropt 
into warm water, have been received into the lungs, 
with fome advantage, as alfo the Jlcams of warm 
water itfelf. In the firjl ftage of the difeafe, 
when there prevails a hard dry cough, the relax- 
ing effed of the warm fleams on the lungs, may 
lelTen the irritation, and abate its violence : But 
thefe are only weak temporary effedts, and do 
little towards a. cure of the malady. 

An application in this difeafe, of a fomev/hat 
fingular nature, employed by the Spanifh phyfi- 
cians, mult not be omitted. It is the Earth Batb^ 
much ufed, we are told, in the provmces of Gre- 
nada and Andaluiia, Though originally confin- 
ed entirely to this difeafe, of late its ufe has been 
extended to feveral others, particularly the Scur- 
vy. The method of applying it is this : A pit is 
dug in a piece of ground where no plants grow, 
fufficiently large to bury the patient to the chin, 
and the earth js carefully prefled in about him, 
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on all fides, when interred, that its full effe^ 
may take place. The patient is continued in 
this fituation till he fliiver, or feel uneafy ; 
and during the time he is Ihut up, he is fup- 
plied witli fome cordial medicine : On being 
taken out, he is then laid on a mattrafs, and care- 
fully covered up ; foon after which he is ftrongly 
rubbed with an ointment, in doing which, the 
friclion, is, no doubt, the chief advantage. This 
treatment, we are told, has been fuccefsfully re- 
peated by fome phyficians in other quarters, in 
fome few inftances. We can hardly fuppofe its 
ad:ion to depend, as generally explained, on the 
influence of the effluvia from the foil. From the 
fucceeding application of warmth and fridion, 
which are conlidered fo neceffary, it would ap- 
pear that the benefit arifes from the principle of 
rea5lion^ and that a powerful determination to the 
furface enfues, relieving fomewhat the affection 
of the lungs. 

On the fame principle, may be inftanced a 
cafe of the cure of confumption in the Weft In- 
dies, by means of the Cold Bath. It occurred, 
we are told, in a Negro, whofe conftitution retain- 
ing much innate vigour, was capable of this 
powerful reaction ; but it is a dangerous remedy, 
and never to be employed in weak habits. 

Such are the various remedies employed in Con- 
fumption ; and, from a review of their effedls, as de- 
tailed in the preceding account, the inefficacy of 
both medicine and regimen, in the general run of 

cafes. 
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cafes, comes to be eftabliflied in its removal. Re- 
garding them, then, ni a fecondary light, or fimpie 
palliatives of the diforder, a more important indica- 
tion in the treatment, very early prefented itfelf to 
phyficians, founded chiefly on a confideration of 
the pecuhar feat of Confumption, apart fo power- 
fully affeded by the ftate of atmofphere; and 
alfo from obfervation of the known effects of the 
latter, in the external forms of Scrophula. This 
indication confiflis in the choice of a fituation 
for the patient, of a certain high temperature ; 
and to keep it up uniformly to that degree, 
fo as to exclude the effeds of variation, if pof- 
fible ; but more particularly dill, thofe of cold. 
As this can only be properly done by change of 
dimate, the latter has been regarded, for long, as 
an infallible cure for this difeafe. Hence the 
removal to a mild atmofphere, forms the fixed 
prefcription for this malady ; and certain litua- 
tions, from their fuppofed efficacy in this view, 
have long acquired the diftinguiibing appellation 
cf Medical Clmates, in our own country, as 
well as on the Continent. In Britain the only 
lituation that deferves, perhaps, this name, is the 
neighbourhood of Brijiol: But, on the Continent, 
there is a confiderable variety to make choice of. 
The fouth of France, and Italy have been long in 
repute, as Lyons, Montpelier, Naples, Rome, Hayes, 
Marfeilles, Toulon, and Nice, which are juftly 
reckoned the belt in Europe, and greatly reforted 

to 
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to as the winter abode of Confumptive patients 
Naples and Mejfma are alfo excellent rummer 
climates. Befides thefe, Lijbon and Madeira, 
have of late been often preferred, efpeci ally the 
latter, where the variation of weather is not much 
more than 1 5 degrees during the whole year. 

But even this change of climate, to the fitua- 
tions enumerated, has not, unfrequently, like 
the other remedies in Confumption, failed of 
faccefs. It feems, indeed, from a candid re- 
view of its effe6ls, to deferve being depend- 
ed on, only where the difeafe is ftill at an early 
period, where the Hedic is flight, and the 
expectoration not arrived at the full purulent 
ftate ; fo that the patient is ftill capable of con- 
joining, at the fame time, the means of invigorat- 
ing his conftitution by exercife. In every weak 
ftate of body, and in none more than that which 
attends Confumption, the ufe of exercife forms an 
obvious indication in the cure. Hence, Riding 
on Horfeback, was efleemed by Sydenham, with- 
out any change of climate, an infallible remedy 
in this difeafe, not lefs than Bark in an Intermit- 
tent, or Mercury in the Veneral difeafe. Since 
his time, however, a more enfeebled ftate of .con- 

* We may judge how general the refort is to fiich places, or 
rather how general the prefcription of change of climate, when 
it is computed that there arc feldom lefs than 20,000 Britifh 
fubjeds in France and Italy ; one half of whom refide or travel 
in thefe countries for their health. In thefe cafes the diforder 
is alraoft always Conlunnption. 

ftitution. 
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ftitution, marks the vidims of Coiifumption ; and 
geftation of various kinds has been preferred. 
Some phyficians have even alledged, that the 
hard exercile of Horfehack has accelerated the 
pro,s;refs of the malady ; particularly when ufed 
indifcnminately, or at thole times of the day 
when the fymptoms of Hedic are ftrong. The 
motion of a carriage is, perhaps, too eafy for the 
general run of Confumptive cafes, in the way of 
exercife ; but on this account, it is better adapt- 
ed to thofe iituations of the difeafe, combined 
with Spittitig of Blood (or Hemoptyfis). Hence, 
we have inilances, where this fymptom was in- 
liantly checked by the motion of a carriage, and 
only recurred on its being difcontinued : But the 
motion of a carriage, to be at all ufeful, as a re- 
medy in Confumption, fhould be carried to the 
length of 'd- long journey, and as little intermiffion 
of it, as poffible, take place vHiile the fymptoms 
are urgent. Swinging is a fpecies of exercife 
lately introduced, and is much more powerful 
than the former, and not fo violent as Ridings 
It forms, therefore, a happy medium, and if prac- 
tifed in the open air, it will be found highly fer^ 
viceable. 

As combining the effeds oigeflation and change 
of climate at the fame time, Sailing became very 
early a remedy againft this diibrder. Though 
employed by the antients, with whom a voyage 
from Rome to Egypt was a favourite prefcription, 
it had gone a good deal into difuie, till its utihty* 
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was revived, and ftrongly enforced by the writ- 
ings of the late Dr Gilchrift. The air, at fea, is 
allowed to be generally milder, and more iteady 
than on land ; and it is obferved, as a proof of this, 
that people at fea never complain of cold till they 
come into foundings. Befides, the coftivenefs 
which commonly occurs at fea, /hews that it acls 
ftrongly in determining the fluids from the inter, 
nal parts, a leading indication in Confumption. 

Formerly fhort voyages, as a trip to Lifhoti or 
Madeira, was deemed fufEcient ; but fuch voy- 
ages being often unfuccefsful in thie cure, the de- 
fed was commonly attributed to the late period 
of the difeafe at which fuch a remedy was em^ 
ployed; granting this to have been, at times, 
the cafe, and that the pitiful and emaciated 
remains of youth and beauty were often cruelly 
carried away to breath out their laft in a foreign 
foil, more attentive experience has now fliown,that 
both the climate and my age were equally in fault. 
At the period of the feafon, at which patients are 
generally ordered for the neighbouring climates 
of Lip?on or Montpelier in order to cheat the win- 
ter, there prevails, on their arrival, much damp, 
and rainy weather, though not cold ; and, inilead 
of enjoying, on their landing, the means of re- 
ftoration, they are confined to their apartments, 
and deprived even of that geftation they enjoyed 
while on board. The choice of climate, there- 
fore, ftiould be to a much more foathern one than 
what is commonly prefcribed. Befides the ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of the voyage confifts entirely in a con- 
ftant refidence at fea ; and the length of time 
may be, therefore, faid to conftitute the fuccefs. 
From obfervation then of thefe caufes of failure 
in the practice of phyiicians in this difeafe, the 
prefcription of a voyage is now extended, at once, 
to the latitude of the Eaft or Weil Indies, and 
conlidered as the only infallible mode of relief, 
which, indeed, it frequently proves, for, if reco- 
verable at all, the fymptoms are removed before 
the arrival of the patient ; and to enfure it Hill 
farther, by increafing the degree of geftation, the 
patient, durmg the voyage, fliould fleep, or lie in a 
cot or hammock. 

We have thus detailed the principal variety of 
pra6lice in this difeafe ; but whatever treatment 
we adopt, certain fymptoms occur in it, which, 
independent of fuch treatment, require a feparate 
attention : Thefe are the Cough ; and in the 
end of the difeafe, the loofenefs, (or Diarrhaeaj. 
For alleviating the Cough, Demulcents have been 
the remedy moft commonly reforted to ; but 
their effect, even as palliatives, has been weak. 
Opiu?n, therefore, forms a more certain medicine ; 
and from the hiftory of the difeafe formerly de- 
livered, it will appear, that it is chiefly in the 
night time the indication for its ufe prevails. 
The irritation of the cough is moft happily re- 
moved by it ; and after palling the night, if not 
always in lleep, at leaft in peace and ferenity, 
the patient fpits up in the morning, at once, the 

accumulation 
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accummulation of difcharge collected in the night, 
and the effcds of the Opiate ceafe, fo that the 
fuppreffion of expedoration is merely temporary. 

It is efheemed the bell form, to combine the 
Opiate here with a Demulcent, as the Mucilage of 
Gum Arabic, of ^diice Seeds, or of Tragacanth ; a n d , 
in order to corred its inflammatory tendency, the 
addition of an Acid, as a few drops of the Spirit or 
Elixir of Pltriol, has at the fame time been joined. 

The fecond fymptom, the Loofenefs, (or Diar- 
rhaea), is ftill more troublefome to palliate than 
the Cough ; and it is attempted in various ways. 
The Jirjl, and moft common pradice has been by 
the ufe of ajlringents, as the yaponic Co?ife6lion, 
Gum Kino, &c. ; but thefe proving ineffedual 
to check its progrefs, their combination with 
Opium has next been reforted to, which has render- 
ed their effeds more permanent. Befides this prac- 
tice, proceeding on the idea of an acrimony con- 
nected with the difcharge, abforbents and demul- 
cents have been alfo employed, as the Cretaceous 
Potion, Hartjhorn DecoStion, and the different Mu- 
cilages fpecified againft the Cough ; while fome 
praditioners conceiving the acrimony to be ra- 
ther of a putrefcent nature, have preferred, inllead 
of the above remedies, the ufe of mild Anti- 
feptics, as the acid of ripe fruits, and fome Neu- 
tral Salts, particularly the Saline Julap, in a flate 
of effervefcence ; with thefe, not unfrequently, 
the Opiate is alfo combined as above. 

Having 
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Having thus detailed all the variety of pradice 
in this difeafe, and fhewn its general inefficacy, 
as confirmed by the pradice of all phylicians, 
except in a very few cafes, before leaving the 
fubje(^l, vv'e fhall bring into one point of view, the 
more ftriking fads refpeding the nature of the 
malady, in order to eftablifti more clearly, what 
fliould be our future procedure in attempting it's 
cure. 

From the moft accurate obfervations on the 
nature of Pulmonary Confumption, it appears, 

1 . That it is a malady, both entirely unknown 
in favage hfe, and alfo in that which approaches, 
moft nearly to the natural ftate. 

2. That it is lefs common in the country than 
in towns. 

3. That perfons who carry on employments in the 
open air, are lefs fubjeded to its attacks than others, 

4. That a fedentary life is moft expofed to it. 
Hence women are oftener its victims than men. 

From thefe fadls, we are certainly led to regard 
it as a general weakened ftate of conftitution, par- 
ticularly difplaying itfelf in the lungs, being the 
effeci of civihzation and confinement combined. 
To ftrengthen thefe fads ftill more, the conftitu- 
tions of its vidims, we find, in general, marked 
by ftrong fymptoms of debility, viz. by a lax, de- 
licate folid, a proportional irritability, crude wa- 
tery fecretions, &c. ; and if we carry our invefti- 
gation, ftill farther, to that particular part of the 
body which forms the immediate feat of the dif- 
eafe, the very limits of hfe appear, as it were, 
N 2 contraded 
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contracted there ; the extent of vitality, in fo 
important an organ, is gradually diminirtied, and 
it is rendered unfit to convey to the fyftem that 
fupply of vital fluid with which health and vi- 
gour are connedled. 

When fuch a general, and ftrongly marked 
flate^of weaknefs prevails, we are certainly not to 
expedl a cure by any other means than fuch as 
invigorate the fyftem ; neither muft the means 
applied for this purpofe be of a temporary nature; 
their operation muft be permanent, capable of 
changing entirely the exifting morbid difpofition 
over the body, before they can remove the afteclion 
from the part. It is thus that madnefs and preg- 
nancy feem to ad. The former produces a moft 
rigid and invigorated ftate of fibre, which com- 
municates itfelf to every part, even the brain it- 
felf, as appears by difteclion : Hence, the uncom- 
mon exertions of which maniacs are capable : 
The latter both increafes the tone of fibre, and 
alfo gives a particular determination of the fluids, 
from the feat of the difeafe to a diftant part. 

In examining the weaknefs attending Con- 
inmption, it is alfo to be remarked, that it 
appears of a peculiar kind. It is difplayed 
firft in a fpecific acrimony of the fluids ; next in 
a lofs of tone, or flaccid ftate of the folids ; and 
thcfe ftates are, in fome degree, independent of 
each other, for the remedies that remove fimple 
weaknefs, have little or no effect on the fluids ; 
and laft of all, it is difplayed in a defect of the 

invigorating 
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invigorating principle, introduced by the full 
and healthy powers of refpiration. From this 
view then, three indications are neceflary to be 
attended to, in every attempt at a cure. 

1 . The firjl is, correding this acrid Hate of the 
fluids, which we contend is a primary and elTen- 
tial point, in vain hitherto attempted by phyfi- 
ciafis, or at leaft by very improper means. 

For this purpofe, the diet requires a very par- 
ticular regulation ; and without this, no progrefs 
will be made in the cure, as well as a regular and 
powerful application of medicine ; for there is a 
principle of vitality wanting, ifl may ufe the ex- 
preiTion, in the fluids of Scrophulous patients, 
which mull be reftored. 

2. The fecond is invigorating the folid by a 
permanent and regular flimulus, fuited to the 
particular degree of weaknefs, predominant in 
the difeai'e. On this head, the facts of Dr Rufli, 
in his medical enquiries, are highly fatisfadlory ; 
and they deferve much attention from every 
praftitioner, who amis at a radical cure of this 
diforder. From the cafes adduced by him, it ap- 
pears clear, that fever e and continued exercife^ 
where the body is not too far reduced, or fuch 
Juhjiitutions for it, as pofl^efs a powerful tonic efFedl, 
are the only means that have as yet been eflfec- 
tual in the removal of Confumption ; and that the 
great aim fliould be, to bring back the confl:itu- 
tion to the original vigour it pofleffes in a natural 
ftate, before enfeebled by artificial means. To 

do 
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do this, refolution is required on the part of the 
patient, and much judgement on that of the phy- 
fician, to proportion the means to the exad: de- 
gree of weaknefs that prevails. It is from a want 
of attention to this circumllance that fo many- 
failures in the cure have occurred ; and that the 
prefcription of Sydenham, viz. Riding on Horfe- 
hack, has been fo often blamed by modern prac- 
titioners. 

The third indication that remains, is fupplying 
the lungs with the proper quantity of falubrious 
fluid, fuch as is fufficient to produce the necefiary 
changes in the fyftem, that rcfpiration performs ; 
and as the lungs, from their difeafed ftate, are 
imfit to receive the quantity they formerly did in 
health, this fluid fhould be chofen of a nature 
more fuited for this effect. Hence a dry light 
air is to be preferred ; and where attention is paid 
to the former indications, the degree of tempera- 
ture will be lefs an object of importance, for a 
number of facts confirm the obfervation, that 
cures have been made in cold, as well as in more 
temperate fituations. 

On thefe principles, we are confident, that a 
mode of practice may be regulated, fo that this 
form of the difeafe may be lefs fatal, and only in 
its ultimate ftages prove irrecoverable. 
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Sect. 3. Of the Local Treatment of Scropbula. 

TDROM the Conftitutional, we proceed now to 
the Local Treatment of Scrophula. It has 
varied according to the different ftages of the 
difeafe ; or according as it has appeared, either 
in the form of fwelhng ulceration, or an affection 
of the joints. At the fame time, we may fay, 
with confidence, that external applications have 
hardly been of any fervice in this malady. It 
is proper, however, to remark, that though Scro- 
phula is always in its commencement, a conftitu- 
tional difeafe, yet, frequently in its external 
forms, it becomes entirely local in its progrefs. 
Thus, on the changes of habit taking place at 
the age of puberty, which remove it, the affec- 
tion of the part, from the extent of the local 
lefion, will often continue for years, turning nei- 
ther better nor worfe ; and if remedied in the 
end, it is only by local apphcations, unconneded 
entirely with any general adion on the fyflem. 

I. Swellings. 

We fhall firit enumerate the principal reme- 
dies employed againft the flage of Swelling. 

One of the moft powerful, is the fleams of 
warm water received on the part. They have 

been 
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been occafionally medicated with a variety of 
herbs; but this has added nothing to their powers, 
for they are equally eftedual in their fimple ftate. 
The application Ihould be repeated twice or 
thrice a day, and the part afterwards covered 
with a piece of flannel or fur : It is often fuc- 
cefsful in reducing the fize of the fwelling, if 
early employed, though apt, when late, to urge 
on the fuppuration. 

Another pra61:ice, ftill more powerful than this, 
has been the ufe of EleSlricity^ that is, by infu- 
lating the patient, and drawing fparks from the 
tumor till flight inflammation is produced. The 
application fhould be made daily, for the fpace of 
Ave or flx minutes at a time ; and where the 
fwelling is not far advanced, we have many in- 
fiances of its fuccefs. 

The ufe of Mercurial Ointment is frequently 
had recourfe to in this fl:age, and is alleged to 
prove highly beneficial, particularly when aflifl:ed 
by the adlion of any of the former remedies. 

To thefe, which are the mofl: fuccefsful, a long 
lifl: of other difcutients might be added, in the 
various forms of Plaijler^ Solution^ Cataplafm and 
Liniment, 

Of the firjl, is the Ammoniac and Soap Plaijler ; 
and a ftill fironger difcutient^ the mixture of Frejh 
Gall and Soap Liniment. On thefe we may ob- 
ferve, that in the Jirjl fl:age, they are fometimes 
fuccefsful ; that they are always fafeft where the 
difeafe occurs in a torpid habit ; but wherever 

any 
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Bny degree of inflammation from them takes 
place m the fwelling, all hopes of difcufFion are 
then at an end. 

Of the fecrjnd form, or the Solution, the Satur- 
nine Applications, Mindererus'' Spirit, and the 
Ammoniated Water much dilated, are the moil pre- 
ferable. They have the advantage of the for- 
mer, in giving little or no pain ; and by their 
aftringent efFed on the fkin, they have a greater 
chance to prevent fuppuration. The Sea-wreck 
Lotion, (or Alga Marina), muft not be omitted, 
the favourite application of Dr RufTel : We con- 
ceive it to be only ufeful from the fait it contains. 

Of the Cataplafm, the chief forms are the Hem- 
lock Poultice, with Lead, and the Sea-water PuU 
tice ; though they have been all ufeful, on parti« 
cular occafions, from the heat they contain, they 
are apt to urge on fuppuration ; and they have, 
therefore, on the whole, done more harm than 
benefit in this difeafe. 

Of the Liniments, we may enumerate the Vola- 
tile Liniment, and the Opodeldock Baljam. The 
former, to be fuccefsful, fliould polTefs a greater 
proportion of the Ammoniated Water ; and the 
latter alfo, to render it more penetrating, in this 
cafe, fhould have a greater quantity of the Cam- 
phor dilTolved in it. With thefe alterations, they 
will be found fuccefsful, at times. A Liniment^ 
even of Camphor itfelf, and 0//, has been recom- 
mended. 

O From 
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From the inefficacy of all the above applica- 
tions, in fo many cafes, and, from confidering: 
the fwelling, as arifing from a certain morbific 
matter contained in the gland, praditioners were 
often led to attempt the difcuffion of it, in a more 
expeditious way than the former, viz. by opening 
a drain in a fituation contiguous, fo as to draw off 
the congeflion from the gland. This they en- 
deavoured to accomplifli by means of Blijlers^ 
Iffiies, and Setons ; but thefe, though, at times, 
effeftual means in fufpending the progrefs of the 
fwelling, and much recommended, have equally 
feldom, with the other remedies, completed a cure 
here, and are, now, never confided in by the moft 
experienced pra6titioners ; but we fliall have oc- 
^afion to enter more fully on the adion of Blif- 
ters elfewhere. 

From the progrefs of the fwelling, in fpite of 
the abo've numerous applications, continuing ftiU to 
proceed, and to terminate in the ulcerative pro- 
cefs, to avoid the latter as much as poffible, many 
pradlirioners, on rational grounds, endeavoured ta 
bring on, by the ufe of emollient and maturating poul- 
tices, a more full and regular fuppuration, fo that, 
on the rupture of the teguments, a ipeedy and com- 
plete renovation of the part might be enfured. 
But in this attempt too, their applications have 
imiverialiy failed ; and, on the contrary, have 
often rendered the ulcerations worfe ; Hence, in 
modern pradice, it has been laid down as the befl 
general rule, to allow Scrophulous iwelling.' to 

break 
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break of themfelves, the healing, in fuch cafes, 
being alwavs found eaiher, and more kindly. 

1. Ulcerations. 

After a Scrophulous fwelling has once arrived 
at a ftate of ulceration, it has been, next, a quef- 
tion with fome praditioners, whether the fore 
fhould be healed up at all ; proceeding, on the 
idea, that while the morbid difpolition continues 
in the fyftem, on bein^- healed up, it breaks out 
elfe where. This is the opinion of Mr Bell*, and 
it is the more remarkable, as this author, in the 
fame part of his work, contends, that no acrimo- 
ny whatever exifts in Scrophula, which he endea- 
vours to prove from the indolence of the Scro- 
phulous fwelling, and the fmall effed of medi- 
cines corretling acrimony in the cure. If no acri- 
mony exifts, where is the danger of any tranflation 
of morbific matter, for it is certamiy only on this 
idea that danger can proceed ? Neither, on firft 
breaking out, has the conftitution been accuftom- 
ed to any difcharge, the drying up of which would 
be injurious. Mr Bell's opinion on this head, 
appears purely hypothetical, and is the rehque of 
a very old theory, which is given up in every other 
part of his works. At leaft, we may fafely fay, 
the appearance of the difeafe in other parts, mull 
depend on other caufes, no way connected with 



* Vide Bell on Ulcers, page 425. 
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the healing of the external fore ; and this appear- 
ance, we are perfuaded, would equally take place, 
were the fore kept open : Indeed experience 
fhews it every day. 

The fame variety of applications has been ufed 
in this, as in the former ftage of the malady, and 
too often with the fame want of fuccefs. 

The firji we fhall enumerate, are the different 
preparations of lead, chiefly in the form of oint- 
ment, as Goidard's Cerate, the Saturnine Ointment, 
Ceruffa Ointment. Their powers, however, are, 
feldom more than palliative, in preventing fome- 
what the exteniion of the fore, and an increafe of 
inflammation ; but as aclually heahng it, they 
are feldom to be trufted to. 

The application of parts of certain ajlringent 
'Vegetables, either in a recent ttate, or formed into 
ointment, has been frequent in empyrical pradice; 
and often too, it is alledged, with fuccefs, as the 
Vervain Ointment, Elder Ointment, Tujjilago Oint- 
meiit, &-c. This is certainly an imitation, as far 
as we have accounts, of the favage pradlice. The 
powers of fuch remedies muft, no doubt, be weak, 
but by long continuance of them, the fores come 
to get better, at any rate, and thus they acquire 
a reputation they are no way entitled to. 

A Solution oj Myrrh in Lime-water, is recom- 
mended as a ufeful lotion here by Mr White, and 
to drefs the fore afterwards with Saponaceous Ce- 
rate. By this method, the difcharge, at leaft, 
will change more from the mucous to the puru- 
lent 
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lent ftate, and thus a conliderable ftep towards 
healing will be gained. 

The favourite apphcation here, with Dr Cul- 
len, and a very fimple one, is wet cloths to the 
part, renewed as often as they appear to dry. 
They are continued only during the ^day, and 
give place to the ufe of forae common emollient 
liniment at night. Common-water he even pre- 
fers to Salt-water^ or any other impregnation for 
this purpofe. 

After thefe applications of a mild nature, we 
muft not omit the ul'e of certain Efcharotics, re- 
commended here. The Red Precipitate, fprink- 
led gently on the fores, has often been found to 
produce a laudable fuppuration, and to induce 
them to heal. Verdegrife has been alio ufed, but 
it occahons much pain in the application. The 
belt Efcharotic, if they are at all admiffible, is the 
Burnt-alum, and a portion of it mixed with any 
mild ointment, has been experienced by Dr Cul- 
len, a very ferviceable application. 

From the general flaccidity attendant on this 
difeafe, prejfure is a remedy more fuited to it than 
any other fpecies of ulcer ; and whatever fpecific 
application is ufed to the fore, it fliould never be 
omitted. It ftiould be here pretty confiderable, 
and alfo c6nftant and regular, to enfure fuccefs. 
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Sect 4. Of the Particular Local Treatment of 
Scrophula. 




E have tliiis detailed the Local Treatment 
of Scrophula in a general way ; but be- 



fore leaving the fubjed, it remains to examine it 
ftill farther, as fpecially applied to the cure of 
Sore Eyes and White Swelling. 

Of the Treatment of Scrophulous Sore Eyes. 

■<» 

The treatment of this afFe£lion, is a very 
troublefome and tedious talk. 

When attacking the eye itfelf, as obferved at 
length in its hiflory, the inflammation is highly 
acute and rapid in its progrcfs, fo that the mod 
powerful means are often ineffedual to check its 
violence. If confiderable fever prevail, general 
bleeding iliould be immediately performed, and is 
mOil ufeful from the adjacent veflels, as the ju- 
gular vein, or temporal artery. This is to- be fuc- 
ceeded, without delay, by a corfiderable evacua- 
tion alfo, from the inflamed part, either in con- 
fequerice of the application of Leeches ; or if thefe 
jliould prove inadequate in their operation, by 
means of the Scarificator. To thefe aftive re- 
medies, may be added the frequent ife of Purga- 

tives^ 
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thes, and a rigorous antiphlogijlic regimen, efpeci- 
ally in an entire exclufion from light and beat. 

To this treatment, in the greater proportion of 
cafes, the violence of the inflammation will yield; 
but wherever it is necelTary, the fame means may 
be even repeated ; or, in place of them, if there pre- 
vail more pain than violent inflammation, Blijlers 
may be next applied to the head behind the ears, 
to the temples, or even the nape of the neck, and 
the difcharge from them kept open afterwards, 
in the form of an IJfue ; but where the principal 
fymptom is rather pain, than apparent inflamma- 
tion, the topical ufe of Opium, injeded into the 
eye, in a few drops of a Jtrong watery Jblution ; or 
even of the Liqiiia Laudanum, has been attended 
with the belt efFeds. By fome authors, a Decoc- 
tion of Henbane, (Hyofciamus} in milk, has been 
preferred for this purpofe. 

By thefe means, rigoroufly perfevered in, this 
affection will be, for the molt part, fuccefsfully 
removed ; but, in fome cafes, an unfavourable 
termination enfues, and this termination conlills, 
either in the formation of a film or fpeck, an 
ulcer, or a general fuppuration of the organ. 

The treatment of the firfl: will depend much 
on its nature, and alfo its fituation, with refped 
to the interruption of vilion. In every cafe, 
where it fliews a degree of prominence, beyond 
the furface of the cornea, the ufe gentle Efcha- 
rotics may be trufl:ed to for its removal, fuch as 
weak preparations of Red Precipitate, Verdegrife, 

or 
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or Burnt-alum, and often of White Vitriol, mixed 
with a proportion of Sugar, and any abforbent. 
Such medicines niuft be applied to the eye twice, 
at leaft, in the twenty-four hours, and they may 
be ufed, either in the form of fimple powder, 
made here very fine, or of ointment or lotion. But 
where, inftead of this prominent appearance the 
film, on examination, is found equally plain with 
the furface of the cornea, no indication for the 
ufe oiEfcharotics is pointed out, and its removal 
muft either be trufted to nature, or the effecis of 
a gradual abforption, which often occurs ; or this 
jirocefs may be, perhaps, haftened by fuch medi- 
cines as excite abforption. For this purpofe. 
Mercury has been recommended, as well as fome 
difcutients, which we enumerated in the general 
conftitutional treatment of Scrophula. The oc- 
cafional ufe of Purgatives is alfo reckoned fer- 
viceable. 

The treatment of a Scrophulous ulcer of the 
eye, where it unfortunately takes place, confifts 
in the ufe of the fame remedies, employed for the 
ulcerations of the lids. Much advantage liiis alfo 
been derived, from the conftant and long continue 
ufe of an IJfue. 

When the laft, and moft unfortunate termina- 
tion of the difeafe appears, viz. in a general fup- 
puration of the eye, as much pain is experienced 
till the difcharge enfue, as well as ftrong and vio- 
lent fever, accompanied with acute Ihootings 
into the head, if the membranes Ihould not dif- 

cover 
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cover any tendency to give way ; and evident 
fymptoms of fuppuration are confpicuous, an in- 
cifion fhould be made into the moft depending 
part of the cornea, fo as to evacuate its contents : 
A common, or elfe a Saturnine Poultice is then to be 
applied, which will promote the difcharge, and 
continued till the fize of the eye be gradually 
diminiflied. 

But the afFedion of the eye-lids, we mentioned 
as more frequent in Scrophulous cafes ; and here 
a different treatment is required. The inflam- 
mation is feidom very acute, and paffes foon into 
the ftage of ulceration. Nothing has been found 
fo ufeful, in fuch ulcerations, as the internal ufe of 
Bark and Mercury, as well as Chalybeates and 
Sea-bathing. But even where thefe general re- 
medies have failed, this affedion has been, at 
times, removed by topical apphcations alone, in 
the form of ointment or lotion. The principal of 
thefe applications, have been, either preparations 
of Copper, or Mercury, as an emollient liniment, 
with a fmall proportion of Verdigrife, or of Red 
Precipitate, or Corrofive Sublimate, applied to 
the ulceration by means of a pencil ; or a weak 
Solution of Verdigrife, or of Corrojtve, as a lotion. 

Simple aftringent wailies, as with Lead and 
White Vitriol, dilute Solutions of Brandy, a De- 
coction t\it Bark Wiih. Alum, applied cold; or 
its infufion in liine-water, have been alfo employed. 
Aftringent powders, formed into ointments with 
■Bogslard, are likewife ufed here j and a proportion 

P of 
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of Camphor is a favourite ingredient in all oint- 
ments for the eyes ; even abforbents are not un- 
frequent, as the Tutty Ointment, and Sir Hans 
Shane's. 

To thefe different applications, the difeafe fre- 
quently yields for a time, but is liable to recur on 
the flighteft irregularities. In all cafes of this 
form of the difeafe, the ufe of a Seton has beeri 
highly recommended. 

Of the Treatmemt of White Swelling. 

Like the Scrophulous affedlion of the eyes, 
White Swelling of the larger joints, equally re- 
quires an early application of the moil aCtive re- 
medies. Of thefe, none is fo important as Topi- 
cal Bleeding, either by means of the fcarificator, 
or the application of a confiderable number of 
Leeches. The quantity drawn, at once, fliould 
be very copious, not iefs than ten or twelve 
ounces ; and the patient fliould, after this opera- 
tion, have a feeling of a fenfible relaxation of the 
joint. Their repetition fliould take place, fo long 
as it aflbrds a chance of preventing the formation 
of matter, or even an eff'uiion into the ligaments. 
The progrefs towards a cure acquired by bleeding, 
fliould next be preferved by a fmaller drain from 
another part of the joint, and a Blifler applied on 
the found fkin for this purpofe : After its remo- 
val, the part is to be continued open by forming 
an Iffue. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the means, along with a general A7itU 
phlogiftic Regimen^ confided in for the cure of the 
firjl llage of the mabdj ; but, if within a reafon- 
able time, the difeafe does not feem to yield to 
this mode of treatment, fach applications are then 
laid afide, and a different procefs entirely adopt- 
ed, with a view to excite the abforbents of the 
part, to carry off the eifufed fluid, and alfo to relax 
the rigidity of the parts, the confequence of the 
inflammation. 

The general means of doing this, are two, the 
application of Fri6lion and Warm-Jleams. 

The former of thefe, is, perhaps, the raoft cer- 
tain means of relief To be eflfedlual, it mull be 
long continued, not lefs than an hour at a time, 
repeated often, not feldomer than four or five 
times a-day, and extended very confiderably be- 
yond the feat of the difeafe, to all the parts with 
which the joint is conne(fled. 

To preferve the eflTecSls of the Friclion, the web^ 
or omentum of a new killed animal, fhould be kept 
conftantly applied round the joint. 

This FriUion recommended, is of two kinds, 
either fimple or combined. 

The firji confifts in the ufe, merely, of fuch a 
quantity of unctuous matter along with it, as may 
facihtate the operation, viz. Ilogjlard, Olive Oil^ 
Neat's Oil, &c. 

By the fecond is underftood the introdudion of 
fome ftimulant remedy, at the fame time with the 
operation. In this way a flight aj^plication of 
P 2 Mercury, 
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Mercury has been recommended ; but if we are 
to judge of the effects of Mercury^ in other cafes 
of ScrophuloLis fwelhng, no great dependance 
is to be placed on it here ; and more is to be at- 
tributed in thefe fuppofed inftances of its fti<:cefs, 
to the fimple FriMion, than the addition of the 
Mineral. To form a judgment, however, in this 
form of the difeafe, the giving it internally will 
decide. 

But in this affeftion, a more powerful remedy 
is the Gum ^??imomac, introduced by the fame 
operation. It is dilTolved for this purpofe in 
Squill Vinegar, and rubbed in, tw^ice a day, on the 
joint ; and to promote its efleds ftill more, a warm- 
plaijieroi the fame materials is afterwards continu- 
ed on the part. This method is termed the Hun- 
garian method : Simple defluxions it commonly 
cures in four days, and in eight days the patient 
is able to walk ; but in this difeafe it is not al- 
ways fo effedual ; nor even where it is, is it fo 
fpeedy in its operation. 

The Jecond general means mentioned for the 
cure of this ftage of the aifedion, was Viarm- 
Jleams. This is a remedy much applied in the cafe 
of ftiff joints in favage life. To be fuccefsful, it 
lliould be ufed as warm as the part can bear, and 
-poured alfo from a conhderable height, Vv^hen it 
will ad: fomewhat by the former operation of 
Fridiion. its uriUty will be found in proportion 
to the degree of warmth, and the length of time 
during which it is employed. It ihould not be 

lefs 
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lefs than thrice a-day, and, at lealt an hour at a 
time. 

Like the former remedy, it confifts, either of 
the limple fleams, or elfe varioufly medicated. 
The limple lleams of the warm water, are, perhaps, 
equally powerful, as when medicated with a varie- 
ty of herbs, which, we conceive, adds nothing to 
the relaxing efFeds of the fluid on which its effi- 
cacy depends. 

By the ufe of either of thefe two methods, when 
fufficiently perfilled in, the difeafe is often remov- 
ed. But if the formation of matter has adually 
enf.ied, fo as to deflroy every hope of abforption, 
provided the ftate of Hedic admits, an attempt 
may be Hill made to lave the part, by favouring 
a difcharge of the matter, before the morbid 
change is communicated to the cavity of the 
joint. For this purpofe the introdudion of a 
Jeton has been recommended. 

But even where this method fails, and the joint 
is evidently affecled, it has been propofed, before 
having recourfe to fuch a dreadful ftep as ampu- 
tation, to produce an Anchylojis of the parts ; and 
thus preferve the member, though in an impefedl 
ftate, ftill ferviceable. The method fuggefted 
for doing this, has been by the repeated applica- 
tions Blifters, which, exciting violent external 
inflammation, may prcdiice an adheiion of the 
hgaments of the joint. Though this has been, 
in fome inllances, fuccefsful, yet the extreme 
agony of pam that arifes from fuch a continued 

and 
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and long ufe Blifters, as will be necefTary, muft 
render it a mode of treatment, to which few pa^ 
tients will either have patience or fortitude to 
fubmit. 



Sect. 5. Of the Combined Treatment of Scrophula. 

TTTTE have thus inveiligated, at confiderable 
length, both the Conditutional and Local 
Treatment of Scrophula ; but before doling the 
fubje(5l, it is proper to obferve, that though we 
have hitherto examined them as feparate, yet 
they are, for the moft part, more or lefs combined, 
according to the particular views of different 
practitioners. Thefe combinations it will be 
needlefs to enter into, as they are to be found in 
every author on the fubjed ; and, if the feparate 
practice has been unfuccefsful, little farther ad- 
vantage has, for the moft part, been derived 
from the combined mode of cure. 



OF CANCER. 



DIVISION II. 
Of Cancer. 



INRODUCTION. 

FROM Scrophula, we proceed now to treat 
of Cancer, which many authors have errone- 
oufly confidered as much the fame difeafe ; only 
occurring at a different period of Hfe, and in a 
more inveterate form : But to this opinion we 
can by no means alTent, That an acrimony pre- 
vails in the fluids, in both cafes, to a certain de- 
gree, there is little doubt ; but the Hate of the 
foHd, in Cancer, is effentially different from that 
in Scrophula, as well as the nature of the acrimo- 
ny itfelf. The principal diilindtions betwixt the 
two difeafes, will fall to be examined in the -Se- 
quel : At prefent we fhall enter upon a general 
hiftory of this malady. 
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PART I. 



Sect I. General Hijlory of Cancer. 
HE firft appearance of Cancer, is a fmall 



hard tumor, for the moft part round, fome- 
times irregular. It generally occupies a glandular 
fituation, and is compared, not unaptly, both in 
its lize and figure, to a hazel nut. Its increafe is 
ufiially flow, unlefs expofed to irritation ; and 
with its increafe, it acquires an additional incom- 
prelfible hardnefs, and protuberance in the middle, 
while its furrounding fubcutaneous velTels aflUme 
a varicofe ftate, or feel thick and knotty. The 
enlargement of the tumor is attended with a fenfc 
of pain, which is little, if at all, experienced for 
fome time after its commencement. This pain 
is of a peculiar kind ; it confifts, either of fliarp 
iancilating throbs, of deep fliootings, or, in ab- 
fence of thefe, of a conllant gnawing, or fenfe of 
bvirning heat diffufed over it ; or of a pricking, 
like the thruft of needles. At firft the pain prevails 
moft on changes of weather ; but, in procefs of 
time, it becomes almoft conftant, independent of 
any exteriial caufe, and is then, as it were, in- 
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curvated, or fpread round the feat of the difeafe. 
As the tumor enlarges, it changes its form and 
figure, becomes more unequal, rugged, and an- 
gular, and pulhes out roots or limbs, feeling hke 
fo many tenfe cords, which are the neighbouring 
lymphatics taking on the difeafed ftate : From 
this fymptom, the name of Cancer is properly 
applied to the difeafe ; being compared to the 
limbs of the crab, when fpread out and grafping 
any thing. 

During the progrefs of the fwelling, the fkin 
begins gradually to change its colour. This 
change is firft red, then purple, or lead colour, 
and fo the fhade advances, being marbled, as it 
were, with varicofe livid veins, till it end in black ; 
but before this laft, the teguments generally give 
way, and the contents of the tumor are difcharg- 
ed. On the burfting of the teguments, the open 
Cancer, or ulcerous ftate begins, and the follow- 
ing appearances then enfue. 

From the opening there is conftantly difcharg^ 
ed a thin iharp ichor, the appearance and quan- 
tity of which vary at times, according to the exift- 
ing degree of irritation and pain ; being, in fome 
cafes, of a pale afli colour, in others of areddiflicaft ; 
it is frequently, alio, of a brown tinge, rcfemb- 
ling brick duft, and, more rarely, approaching 
nearly to black. Thefe changes are often, too, 
the effed, both of the external and internal re- 
medies employed. The edges of the fore become 

gradually, 
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gradually more open, ragged, harder, and un- 
equal, and turn up, or are reverfed in various di- 
reclions, fometimes outwards, at other times in- 
wards. The furface, alfo, is full of inequalities ; 
in fome parts having confiderable rifings, in others 
deep excavations, fo as to appear, not unlike a 
piece of mouldering ruins. From the body of 
the fore, or its edge, a kind of fpungy fprouting 
flefli^ or growth, takes place, which foon aiTumes 
fymptoms of gangrene or decay, and falls off, 
w^hile the fame appearance is fucceffively renew- 
ed. 

The progrefs of the difeafe is various ; in fome 
it advances rapidly, and there prevails, along with 
it, ftrong inflammation ; in others, and for the 
molt part, a more gradual creeping, and almoil 
imperceptible corrofion of parts occurs. The 
direction of the corrofion is commonly in the courfe 
of the lymphatics, and while one gland comes to 
ulceration, the neighbouring ones fucceffively 
affume the difeafed action. 

During the ufe of remedies, tlie thin ichor 
often acquires, in different places, the appearance 
of pus, at leaft of a wliitifli fordes, refembling it, 
which adheres clofely to the furface of the fore ; 
but the fore is equally corroded by it, as before, and 
it poffeffes none of the properties of real pus. In 
the progrefs of the ulceration, the fore acquires 
an intolerable ftench and fmell, of a peculiar na- 
ture, fo as to be readily diftinguifhed by any 
praditioner converfant with the difeafe, and more 

offenfive 
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ofFenfive than that from any other fpecies of ulcer; 
equally loathfome to the patient as to a by-ftan- 
der. This faetor is even increafed by the ufe of 
greafy applications. 

As the lofs of fabftance proceeds, the functions 
of the body become difturbed, the appetite fails, 
the ftrength becomes gradually exhaufted. An 
exquifite Hectic, which appears, in a certain de- 
gree from the firft of the ulceration, is formed 
with ftrong evening exacerbations ; but before it 
prove fatal, the patient is generally cut off by the 
attack of one of two fymptoms ; either a hemorr 
rhage, the corrofion of the larger blood veffels 
being one diftinguifliing charaderiftic of the virus 
of Cancer, over all other malignant difcharges, 
which they, on the contrary refill ; or elfe by a 
fit of convulfion ; and thus terminates a mifer- 
able and painful exiftence. 

Sect. 2. 

QUCH is the general appearance of this difeafe, 
^ one of the moft painful and loathfome that 
can attack humanity ; often protraded to the laft 
ftage of torture and emaciation ; and receiving 
little alleviation, hitherto, from any treatment 
employed. But this uniformity defcribed above, 
does not always prevail in the hiftory of particu- 
lar cafes ; and it is fuch a want of uniformi- 
ty, 
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ty, that renders, for long, the true nature of the 
malady doubtful, in many inftances ; a fa£t fuffici- 
ently known to mofi: furgeons converfant in its 
pradice. In the greater number of examples, 
however, we are warranted, in the hiftory laid 
down, and from this detail of fymptoms, three 
ftages diftinguifli its progrefs, pointed out by the 
different Hates of the difeafed part. Thefe are, 
the ftage of Jimple ohJiruSlion ; of aSiual indura- 
tion^ or fchirrus ; and of ulceration. Each of 
thefe ftages requires a feparate conlideration. 
But, inftead of this divifion, authors, attentive 
only, in this difeafe, to external appearance, have 
confidered Cancer as always in one of two ftates, 
which they have termed the Occult, and Ulcerated; 
a divifion not fufficiently extended for pradice, 
or to convey an accurate knowledge of the real 
nature of the malady. In practice, the chief 
difficulty lies in being able to diftinguifh the two 
firft ftages of the difeafe ; or when the ftate of 
fimple obftrudion ends, and real fchirrus, or indu- 
ration has begun. This, moft practitioners con- 
ceive to be an eafy matter ; but experience daily 
fhews, that all the external marks trufted to, are 
indecifive. Many cafes of apparent fchirrus oc- 
cur, where, to the feel, the ftage of induration has 
fully commenced ; and yet, on the application of 
remedies, refolution is eafily accomphfhed ; a cir- 
cumftance not to be expected, were it really fo, 
and that the altered organization, connedled with 

fchirrus^ 
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fchirrus, actually prevailed. In others, again, 
though the tumor is fmall, and every appearance 
favourable in marking, but a commencement of 
the difeafe, we find, on the ufe of medicines, that 
no impreffion can be made, and that an ubftinate 
fchirrus is rooted in the part. To thefe may be 
added a third ftate, where part of the fweUing is 
in the ftage of fimple obftru(5tion, and the relt ac- 
tually fchirrous. This we know by the effedl of 
remedies, viz. by the obftrudted part giving w^ay 
foon after their application, while the real fchir- 
rus continues to increaie. In order then to form 
a proper judgment on the progrefs of the difeafe, 
at this period, we muft join the pecuhar and iefs 
obvious circumftances of each cafe, to the exter- 
nal phenomena ; and, from the combination of 
thefe alone, form an opinion. Thus, in all fchir- 
ri, arifing from an external caufe, particularly 
from poifons introduced from without, as the ve- 
nereal, &.C. the ftage of fimple obftruftion remains 
long, and there is always a cljance of a cure. In 
a Scrophulous habit, too, where inflammation of 
the part has preceded, the fame prognollic may 
be made; but where, again, the difeafe feems 
connecled with internal and lefs obvious caufes, 
where it is knov/n to be a hereditary affedion, 
and attended, of courfe, with a ftrong conftitu- 
tional predifpofition, an oppofite and lefs favour- 
able judgment muft; be entertained. 

The time v/hen the lafi; fiage, or period of ul- 
ceration commences, is various, and depends 
' ^ ^ folely 
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folely on the irritation, and confequent inflamma- 
tion of the fchirrus ; either from its own lize prov- 
ing a ftimuhjs to the adjacent velTels, or from ex- 
ternal caufes producing the iarne effed. Many 
cafes of fchirri have been known to remain in 
the fame ft ate for the fpace of fifty years. Others, 
again, poflefs, from their very iirft appearance, a 
ftrong difpofition to change to the ulcerous ftate, 
and terminate their career, by the death of the 
patient, in a few months. It is the former cir- 
cumftance, and a confideration of the incurable 
nature of the malady in its laft ft age, that has 
led to the pradice of endeavouring to retain the 
difeafe, as much as poflible, in this middle point, 
or fchirrous ftate ; and for this purpofe topical 
bleeding is employed, to be repeated frequently, as 
fymptoms indicate ; a pra(flice, which no doubt, 
gives a temporary relief, but no more. 

The approach of the ulcerous, or laft ftage, is 
marked by the hitherto colourlefs indolent fwel- 
ling beginning to be painful, and to extend its 
feat, by the teguments aftuming fymptoms of in- 
flammation; and beginning, in that part, to fhew 
a livid brow^j, or blackiJl) colour, and feeming to 
adhere to the under part of the fwelling, by be- 
ing puckered or drawn in, in folds, while the vef- 
fels under the ikin are confiderably enlarged. 
From this period, the fy ftem, in general, appears 
to fympathize with the adlioii of the part ; but 
the puiie, though occaiionally quickened, re- 
mains 
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mains always fmall and weak, one of the leading 
diagnoftics of this d'ileafe. 

From the age of thirty-fix to forty-eight, in 
both fexes, is the mofi: fi-eqiient time of its ap- 
pearance. Every glandular part of the body 
may be occafionally its feat ; but there are cer- 
tain fituations which it would feem to occupy, in 
preference to others, and which it has, therefore, 
beenfuppofed by authors, fpecifically to affedt, by 
a certain unknown attraction. 

Thefe fituations are parts of certain fecreting 
glands, which feparate fluids that are to be em- 
ployed in the oeconomy, as the breads and womb 
in women ; the hps, tefticles, and penis, in men ; 
while the face, tongue, and nofe, are equally 
fubjed, though lefs frequently than the former, to 
its attack in both fexes. 

We fliall examine the particular appearances 
it alTumes in each of thefe fituations, beginning 
with it in women, who are oftener its victims than 
the other fex. 

Sect. 3. 
I. Breaji, (J^'Iammci), 

A S the fmall glands of the breaft are fo 
often liable to obftrudion, this part is, 
more than any other, the feat of Cancer. Its 
vefiels are a feries by themfelyes, whofe adion is 
R 2 no 
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no way affifted by their intermixture with others^ 
and of thofe unfortunate women who fufFer from 
Cancer of the breaft, the greater proportion is of 
'fuch as are either barren, or refufe to nurfe their 
own children, a circumftance evidently pointing 
out its caufe. 

The difeafe Ihews itfelf here under two dif- 
ferent forms. 

The firfl, and moft ufual, is that of a fmal^ 
round fwelHng, varying to the feel, in its appa- 
rent depth from the furface, and evidently fitu- 
ated in the glandular lubftance. At firft it has 
litrie or no pain, on which account it is too often, 
for feme time, entirely negleded ; but the pain 
begins to enfue, in proportion as it increafes in 
fizeand hardnefs. In its progrefs the fwelling 
feels gradually more unequal, and becomes more 
immoveable : The fkin alfo alTumes the appear- 
ance of difcolouration ; and acquires, in time, a 
lividnefs : The nipple is often drawn in, and part 
of the adjacent &in puckered, while round about 
appear protuberances, hard and unequal. The 
whole fwelling retains alfo the fame hardnefs, 
without the fmalleft appearance of impofthuma- 
tion till the external teguments break. On their 
rupture appears the cancerous mafs or growth : 
From its lubftance, the ulcer begins to pour 
out a bloody ichor, or fanies : The edges of the 
wound thicken and turn up : The fore itfelf is 
full of inequalities, and gradually acquires a fostid 
imell. 

This 
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This form of the difeafe is ufiially flow in its ^ 
progrefs, and a period of years intervenes before 
arriving at the ulcerated ftate. The progrefs of 
the latter is marked by conliderable increafe of 
pain and burning heat : As it advances, a gra, 
dual exteiilion of the fweUing is communicated to 
other parts of the furrounding fubftance not af-- 
feded. The patient alfo is commonly feized with 
confiderabie fever, previous to the burfting of 
each difeafed gland ; but it abates as the difcharge 
takes place, and is fucceffively renewed on a new 
ulceration, Conliderable bleedings oecafionalij 
arife from the mouths of the corroded veffels, diffi- 
cult to Item ; and the patient is at laft cut off, either 
by one of thefe hemorrhages, or by abforption 
taking place into the lungs, and other vital parts ; 
though not, in this latter cafe, till he is reduced to 
the laft ftage of emaciation, weaknefs, and pain. 
This fatal event happens, for the moft part, with- 
in the twelvemonth from the commencement of 
the ulceration. 

The fecond form in which the Mammary 
Cancer appears, is, inftead of its commencement 

in 

* This form of the difeafe is confidcred by Mr Pearfon, 
furgeoh in London, by far the beft writer on the fubjecl, as 
rather a Scrophulous than a Cmcerous affedtion ; but we can 
perceive no juft grounds for this opinion, for it is equally oh. 
ftinate, as in cafes where the difeafe begins in a different form. 
This gentleman likewife defcribes a Chronic inflammation 

of 
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in a fmall round tumor, as we defcribed in that 
of a large, irregular, angular fwelling, occupying, 
from the firft, the greater part of the fubftance of 
the bread, and paffing alfo rapidly through its 
ftages, which obferve, however, the fame appear- 
ances with the former fpecies. This form has 
been remarked as more rooted and obfdnate than 
the former. 



A FTER the breaft, in the female, Cancer 
moft frequently occupies the womb. It 
commences generally at the time of the ceffa- 

ofthe breaft having all the fymptoms of fchJvnis, but which 
yields to Bleeding, External Difcutlents, and the ufe of Mer- 
cury in fmall dofes. A ilnrd afFcflion he alfo takes notice 
of, under the charader of a pure Scrophulous afredion, con- 
fiiling of a fuelling of the bread, confining itfelf folely to 
the teguments, and not alFeding the glandular part. This 
laft is certainly a proper dillindlion ; but I am doubtful whe- 
ther the two former cafes can be properly feparated from 
real fchlrrus ; if they can, it is making incurability of the 
difeafe the fole diagnollic of real fchirrus. Some cafes fi- 
milar to Mr Pearfon's, are to be found alfo in Profeffor 
Richter's obfervations, excellently tranflated by I)r T. 
Spence of Edinburgh ; but the Profeffor has added two 
diagnoftics in his cafes, which are, Some degree of fiuUuation In 
the tumor f hoivever obfcure ; and fomc fever and inflammaiio?i along 
<u]tth the pain ; wherever thefe prevail, he has hopes of a fa- 
vourable termination. 



Sect. 4. 



2. Womb, (Uterus'). 




tion 
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tion of the menftriial difcharge, and is preceded 
by uterine pain, alius, (or Whites), and other 
morbid ly mptoms, marking irregular uterine health, 
long before the period of atlual attack. In fome 
rare cafes, it even occurs, without the fmalleft pre- 
vious intimation, except, perhaps, occafional tran- 
lient pain, httle ar.tended to, or referred to fome 
diiierent caufe. But, in the greater number of 
cafes, its prefence is fufnciently known by the 
following lymptoms, viz. 

1. A fenfe of weight and heavy pain in the 
uterine region, or about \h^pubes. 

2. Irregular and long continued floodings, fel- 
dom drying up, or foon returning without any 
evident caufe. An^ 

3. A morbid ftate of fome of the contiguous 
parts, indicated by llrangurytenefmus &c. for there 
prevails, either a pain and difficulty in the void- 
ing of urine, or elfe a conftant defire. The urine 
itfelf, alfo, is ufually turbid, and depofits a flimy 
fediment. 

This di^eafe is either general or partial. In 
the fonder cafe it afteds the greater part of 
the organ ; in the latter it is very fmall, and 
conliils of a hardened tubercle, affeding folely 
fome portion of the upper part, (or fundus.') 
it feldom gives much pain till its advanced 
ftate, when its bulk is coniiderably increaf- 
ed, and when it begins to afTume the proper 
ulcerated form. Hence many women, we find, 
on dilTedion, poilefs a fchirrous ftate of the womb, 

the 
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the prefence of which, as fomiei ly obfcrved, was 
marked hy no particular fymptom when alive, 
that could lead a practitioner to fufped fuch a 
difeafe. In its advanced ftage, however, befides 
the fymptoms enumerated, others occur, which 
render its esifcence, if formerlj doubtful un- 
qaeftionable, Thefe are, the organ feeling bulky, 
when raifed on the finger," and fhewing a tendency 

* We are indebted to Mi' Pearfon, in his work already 
ijotieed, for the defcription of a venereal affcflion of the 
iFomb, very apt to be iniftaken for the prefent difeafe. 
TLoxtgh the Venereal infedion appears generally firft, he 
obferves, on the external parts, yet this is attended with 
fonie exceptions, and the womb may be the firft and only 
part afFefted by it. The fymptoms of this form of the diieafe, 
are a fenfe of great heat and darting pungent pains about 
the womb J but thefe are not always accompanied with a 
punform difcharge, nor is the fluor albus, (or Whites), nccef- 
fcriiy increafed by this affeclion. Though no external fymp- 
toms appear, the patients communicate the infedion, which 
gives the moft certain evidence of the difeafe ; and with this 
may be joined a fenfe of acute pain that they feel, at the 
upper part of the vagina, (or paffage), efpecially in coition, 
and not unfrequently attended with a fangulneous difcharge. 
On examination, in this ftate, the womb feels enlarged, gives 
a fenfe of preternatural heat, and fuffers pain from the 
flighted prefTure, while fmall ulcers may be felt about the 
OS uteri, (or mouth). The difeafe continues long [a this 
ftate, withmit difplaying any more general vcncredl fymp- 
toms ; but the patient's health gradually declines, and i}\c 
fometimes becomes hectical. 

Where this difeafe, as often happens, is miflaken for Can- 
cer, and Mercury employed, which proves the cure, it gives 
a reputation to the medicine, which it is not judly entitled to. 

to 
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to gravitate downwards. The os tinea, (or 
mouth), feems painful on the flighteft preffure, is 
hard and indurated, and furrounded, more or lefs, 
with a fungous fubftance, which protrudes into 
the z^/S'^m^ (or paffage). When thefe fymptoms 
occur, the progrefs to ulceration is far advanced ; 
and as foon as this laft ftage is formed, the fharp 
lancilating pains become ftronger and more fre- 
quent in the feat of it ; while a thin ichory dif- 
charge, forming a fpecies (difluor alhus , (or Whites), 
proceeds from the vagina, (or paflage). The 
quantity of this difcharge, towards the end of the 
difeafe, is very conliderable ; and is, at times, 
fomewhat Himy, occafionally tinged with blood ; 
fometimes foetid, and fometimes not. On exami- 
nation, at this period, the edges of the os tineas 
(or mouth), feel hard, ragged, and unequal, with 
a colliflower appearance. 

From the inflammation alfo, induced by the 
difcharge, the furface of the paflage it pervades, 
becomes fmooth and hard like cartilage, lofing 
itselafl:ic and rugofe appearance ; and this change 
of fliruclure, efpecially prevails at the upper part. 
In time it becomes ulcerated, foetid, and raw. 

In this form of Cancer, the pains are more vio- 
lent than in any other, and often of the mofl: 
dreadful and excruciating nature. The patient 
has no intermiflion from them, but by the con- 
fl:ant and exceflive ufe of Opium-, and they ex- 
tend to the back, fides, and pubes, and in every 
diredion. A fl:rong Heaic is alfo formed every 

S evening ; 
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evening ; and the ftomach fympathifes, in a re- 
markable degree with the difeafe. Digeftion be- 
comes, at laft, ahnoft totally fufpended ; and thus 
with pain, fever, and retching, the miierable pa- 
tient is tortured, in the extreme, and tired of a 
too long protradled, and wretched exiftence. The 
progrefs of the difeafe, however, is very various, 
limilar to that in other lituations. It will often 
continue for many years in the fimple indurated 
Hate, and give little or no uneafinefs to the pa- 
tient : At other times, it fpreads amazingly in a 
few months, with all the fymptoms of acute in- 
flammation. It feems to depend fomewhat on 
the original extent of furface occupied by the 
difeafe*. 



Sect. 5. 

3. Lips, Mouthy and Tongue , {Labia Os, 8cc.) 

/^ANCERS of the mouth difplay a different 
appearance, according to the particular parts 
of it which they attack. 

In the lips, or inlide of the cheeks, they begin, 
like a wart, or fmalJ hard tumor, more or lefs 

* So frequent is this form of the difeafe in the city of 
Lima, that we are told by Dr Mofeley, women are afraid 
to fit on the fame chair with one afforded by it, from th& 
fuppofed danger of infedion. 

painful, 
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painful, and commonly fituated at the extremity 
of an excretory yeffel. As the hardnefs increafes* 
the Ikin around it becomes more vafcular and in- 
flamed, and at laft gives way. On giving way, 
a hard callous fubflance appears within, which 
ulcerates, and then the corrofion proceeds, as in 
other cafes ; for, by the attack of the neighbour- 
ing furface, thefe appearances are fucceffively ex- 
tended in every diredion, till the whole is at 
laft confumed, and laid bare to the bone, which 
does not even efcape the eifeds of the poifon, if 
the patient furvive fo long, and is not cut off by 
hemorrhage before that period. 

The beginning of Cancer, in the form of a wart; 
is moft confpicuous in the hps and tongue ; and 
the under lip is obferved to be more fubjecl to it 
than the upper one *. The chara<Rer of this fpe- 
cies of wart, is always an uncommonly hard bafe^ 

* Cancer feldom attacks the upper lip, and where it has 
been alledged fo, Mr Pcarfon fuppofes the difeafe has been 
miftaken ; for that part is particularly liable to a fpecies of 
Elcphantiafis refembling it. It is flow in its progrefs, is 
attended with little foetor, but gradually deftroys the fub- 
fl-ance of the part. A venereal alFedion may alfo arife 
here ; but then it mufl: be conjoined with other fymptoms. 
Fiffures of the lip, alfo, frequently put on a Cancerous ap- 
pearance, though really Scrophulous. Jn all fuch cafes, it is 
only by the effedt of remedies that we are to judge of the na- 
ture of the difeafe. The Elephantiafis will yield to altera- 
tives, as the Decoaion of Guiac ; of the Woods, and the 
Plummer's Pill, Sec. ; the venereal affedlion, to the known 
fpecific for that difeafe. 

2. painful 
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painful to the touch, and hable to bleed on the 
flighteft irritation. It continues, however, often 
ftationary, for long ; but always takes on inflam- 
mation at lalt, when its fize augments in every 
diredion. The confequence of this is the rup- 
ture of the external teguments, and then the dif- 
eafe proceeds, as in other fituations. In its 
progrefs on the tongue, the fubftance of it 
fphts into chinks, which become furrounded 
with a thick hard margin; and thus the fundions 
of the part come to be deftroyed. Sometimes 
the tongue becomes entirely divided into two. 

But Cancer of the infide of the cheek and 
tongue, frequently appears, firft in the form of an 
open fore, without any previous formation of 
wart : In this cafe it proceeds, from an abralion 
of furface, in confequence of the irritation from a 
pointed tooth ; and this being continued where 
a predifpofition to the difeafe prevails, the fore 
affumes a Cancerous appearance ; and in this cafe 
it is even more rapid in its progrefs than in the for- 
mer. The chief fymptoms that attend a Can- 
cerous afFedion of the lips, mouth, or tongue, 
particularly of the latter, is the enlargement of 
the different contiguous glands ; and thus diffi- 
culty of fwallowing, tenfion of jaws, and pain of 
throat, arife in its advanced ftage. But a more 
troiiblefome fymptom than even thefe, is the con- 
ftant falivary difcharge, or ptyalifm, to which 
they give rife ; and it correfponds, in quantity, 
to the progrefs of the difeafe. It will amount, at 

times, 
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times, to feveral pounds a day, and fuffers no in- 
termiffion ; fo that it produces the greateft emacia- 
tion and debility, and thus hurrys on the fatal termi- 
nation of the difeafe. It is attended with a fenfe 
of conftant burning heat in the mouth and throat, 
which regularly increafes as the evening Hed;ic 
comes on. Where the difeafe is fituated pretty 
far back, and the falivary glands not fo much 
alFeded as the parts of the throat, inftead of the 
pryalifm, a conftant fpitting of tough phlegm 
enfues, attended with the fame fymptoms of ir- 
ritation. ^ 

Sect. 6. 

4. Noje^ FacCy and Skin, (NafuSy Fades, et Te^ 
gumenta.') 

CANCERS of the nofe, are either external or 
internal. In the former cafe, they afFed 
the common fkin ; in the latter they occupy the 
fine internal membrane which hues it. The 
former are generally very circumfcribed and flow 
in their progrefs : They begin, as on the Hp, like 
a fmall inflamed wart, with the fame hardnefs of 
bafe, and tendency to bleed on the flighted touch 
or elfe they difcharge a mixed ferofity, which, 
on drying, forms a fcab that falls off, and is fuc- 
ceflively replaced by another for feme confider- 
able time. Thefe fcabs become, at laft, equal 

with 
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with the (kin, and falhng off, give place to an 
ulcerous appearance below, from which is emit- 
ted a ferous difcharge, tinged with blood, fome- 
times purulent ; and as this ulcer extends, fmall 
tendinous filaments can be perceived fpreading 
from it, into the neighbouring flefli; frequentlj too 
little pimples appear on the adjacent ikin, the top 
of which coming to open, they aflume an ulcer- 
ous appearance, and difplay the fame difpofition 
as in the original feat of the difeafe. This is the 
"ufual^ progrefs of Cancer, in every part of the 
common teguments, and may ferve as a general 
example of its hillory when affeding the Ikin *. 

In the latter fpecies, or inlide of the nofe, Can- 
cers begin with a fimple thickening of the mera- 

* A pardcular fpecies of Cancer Is defcrlbed by Mr Pott, 
as affefting the Ikin of the Scrotum, (or covering of the 
Tefticles) in Chimney Sweeps, and all manufadurers that 
work in foot. It commences like a wart, as in other 
parts,' and is termed, by the tradefmen themfelves, the Soot 
Wart. It occupies the inferior part of the Scrotum, and 
degenerates foon into a fuperficial, painful, ragged, ill look- 
ing fore, with hard and rifmg edges. It never appears 
till after the age of puberty ; being fuppofed venereal, it 
feecOmW exafperated under the ufe of Mercury, fo as to 
fpread' over the whole Scrotum, Tefticle, &c. and to make 
its way upwards into the abdomen, when it proves fatal. 
This fpecies of Cancer is remarkably rapid in it<i progrefs-; 
and Mr Pott confiders immediate excifion of the affetfled 
part, as the only certain cure, it being entirely local, and 
bccafiobed by the acrimony of the foot retained in the Ru- 
gofiti'e^ of tHe Scrotum. 

brane. ; 
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brane ; fometimes alfo in the form of wart ; but 
more rarely, this thickening extends and enlarges, 
fo as to fill up, more or lefs, the cavity of the nofe, 
when ending in ulceration, the foft parts of the 
nofe, and even the bones themfelves, become con- 
fumed, attended with a moft foetid difcharge, and 
ugly appearance of the fore. 

Other difeafes of the part, efpeeially Polypus, 
change alfo into Cancer ; and the tendency to this 
change, may be judged of in proportion to the 
firmnefs of texture and hardnefs, correfpondent 
to the feel of fchirrus in other fituations. 

Sect. 7. 
5. Tejikles, (Tejlcs). 

ANGER of the tefticles, is fubjedl to more 
variety in its appearance than any other 
form of the difeafe, both in its original attack, and 
alfo in its fubfequent progrefs *. At iirft its raoft 

ufual 

* Mr Pearfon, whom we have had occafion frequently 
to mention, has been at much pains in pointing out certain 
Scrophuloiis afFeftions of the Tefticles, refembling real fchir- 
rus ; at leaft he proceeds on the fuppofition of their being 
Scrophulous, from their having yielded to the Hemlock 
Poultice, with fmall dofes of Calomel, Sal Sodse, and the 
ufe of the Bark. Practitioners are certainly much indebtei 
to Mr Pearfon, for his obfervations, and his very laudable 

defirc 
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ufual form, is that of a fmall enlargement, and 
induration of the body of the tefticle, in one point. 
This enlargement gradually increafes, but little 
or no pain, or marks of inflammation, for a long 
time attend it, except what arife fimply from its 
weight; but in procefs of time, and with many pa- 
tients very early, thefe firfl; fymptoms give place 
to the fame changes as mark its progrefs in other 
parts. With an increafe of fweliing, and incom- 
preflible hardnefs, its furface becomes gradually 
more ragged, craggy, and unequal, feeling fore 
upon, or foon after being handled. Severe pains are 
felt alfo through its fubftance, Ihooting up to 
the groin, and from the back, darting as it were, 
in fharp flings, in confequence of its weight. 
Matter at laft forms in different parts of the fwel- 
iing, and an extravafation of fluid, alfo, frequent- 
ly takes place betwixt it and the teguments, 
forming a mixture of difeafe, (or Hydrofarcocele.^ 
When matter forms, the fpermatic cord, becomes 
more or lefs affeded ; in fome other cafes, how- 
ever, it takes place previous to this period. In 
certain rare inftances alfo, the fpermatic cord has 
been known firfh affeded; but this is not the gene- 
ral progrefs of the difeafe. At any rate, from the 
time matter forms, it gradually enlarges and be- 

defire to circumfcribe, as much as poffible, the extent of this 
formidable difeafe. In all cafes, therefore, where the affec- 
tion is ftationary, and (hews the appearances he defcribes, 
his piactics is certainly defer ving of a fair trial. 

comes 
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Comes painful, often to fuch a degree, as not to 
bear the flight ^ft touch, and aflumes the fame 
unequal feel \ "ith. the teilicle itfelf. In confe- 
quence of thefe changes, in the appearance of 
the fuelling, difcolouration of the teguments cn- 
fues, and, at laft, giving v»^ay, the ulcerous ftate 
appears here, with the fame charaderiJlic fymp- 
toms, as in other parts, viz. a foul foetid fore, 
with hardened edges, and frequently thrufting 
out from the fubftance of the tefticles, a painful 
gleeting fungus, fubjed: to hemorrhage. Fn.m 
the dependent fituation of the part, the fwelling 
here is commonly greater than in any other 
cafe of the difeafe, and lefs eafily reduced when 
the ulcerous ftate enfues : Indeed, it is generally 
more enlarged by this circumftance taking place. 
The difcharge is alfo, for the fame reafon, more 
copious, and the conftitution and health of the 
patient, in confequence fooner deftroyed *. 

Sect. 

* A very peculiar fpeclts of Sarcocele, (or Cancerous 
Teflicle), is defcribed in the tranfaclions of die Royal Society, 
being a communication by Sir Jofeph Banks. This fpecies 
of the difeafe, is peculiar to a certain nation, named the 
Bambara nation in Africa, lying to the eaft of Senegal, and 
more common among the chiefs, than the lower ranks. It 
begins with a gradual fwelling of the. tefticles, without 
pain or inflammation. This increafe is generally flow, but 
arrives to an enormous fize at lafl: ; fo that, in the cafe feen 
by the writer of the comniunication it would hare meafur- 
ed from the os pulls to the under part of the fcrstum, at 
leaft, two feet and a half long, and its diameter, acrofs from 
^ thigli 
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Sect. 8. 



6. Penis. 



HOUGH a wart, or tubercle, on fome part 



of the penis, is moit frequently the firft 
fjmptom of Cancer ; yet fpreading fores of that 
part, which fucceed a venereal afteclion, or the 
imprudent ufe of Mercury, are to be confidered 
alfo, as we fhall afterwards obferve, as of this clafs, 
fince they often require excifion of the part. 

In the Jirjl form, or that of wart, the difeafe 
often remains long in a quiefcent ftate ; but when 
either irritation is applied, or inflammation induced 
in it, it then becomes painful, acquires an increaf- 
ing magnitude, and ends, at laft, in ulceration, 

thigh to thigh, not lefs than eighteen inches. Being a folid 
mafs, it could not weigh lefs than fifty pounds. The pa- 
tient had been under it, no lefs than twenty five years, it 
begins commonly about the age of tv/enty-five or thirty, 
and though probably connected with a hereditary difpofition ; 
yet the immoderate ufe of Cayenne Pepper, which produces a 
powerful irritation of thefe parts, may haften its exceffive 
increafe. Even in the Welf Indies, and other warm cli- 
mates, the teguments of the Scrotum ^ are apt to be affeiSted 
with a uniform firm fwelling, v/ithout any diicolouration, 
which, in its progref;, communicates to the tcilicles ; and 
this is, perhaps of the fame fpecies with the forniCr, though 
never gaining fuch an enormous fize. it is alfo incurable. 
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with the fame appearance of foetid difcharge as 
attends Cancers in other fituations, In the pro- 
grefs of its corrofion, it penetrates into the ure- 
thra, and produces fiftulous openings, which, from 
the irritation of the urine, aggravate the difeafe. 
If allowed to proceed, it fpreads, in time, to the 
groin, affedting the lymphatic glands, and from 
thence to thofe of the abdomen. The original of 
this difeafe, in the form of wart, is diftinguifhed 
by its broad bafe, exceeding that of its fuperficies ; 
and by the deep hpld its root feems to take of the 
part within, being lefs an excrefcence from it, 
than a real continuation of its fubftance. 

When appearing here, firft as an ulcerous fore, 
the progrefs of Cancer is more rapid. The whole 
fubftance of the penis, becomes foon altered to a 
difeafed ftate. The teguments, over all, acquire a > 
dark red hue, and the fubftance of the member be- 
comes morbidly hard and folid, fo as to be inelaftic. 
The fore has a lloughy appearance, is furrounded 
with livid unequal edges, liable to bleed, and is 
exquifitely painful. As it fpreads rapidly, inter- 
nally, the whole projeding part of the penis 
comes to be deftroyed by its ravages ; after which^ 
carrying its progrefs to the abdomen, it proves 
fatal. 
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Sect, 9. 
7, Projlate Gland. 

A S well as the tefticles and penis, the proftate 
gland is occafionally the fubjedt of fchirrus ; 
and it becomes enlarged, from this caufe, beyond 
its natural walnut fize, fomeiimes to that of the lift. 
It is entirely a difeafe of advanced life, and as the 
part which forms the feat of it, lies deep, it is often 
miftaken for ftcne of the bladder. The differ- 
ence can only be known by examination per 
anum, as recommended by Mr Hunter. The ef- 
fedt of the enlargement of the proftate, is its ob- 
ftruding the fides of the urinary canal ; its adling 
like a valve to the mouth of the urethra, (or paf- 
fage), and its projeding alfo into the bladder, of- 
ten feme inches, fo as to form an irritation to that 
organ. The principal fyraptom that denotes this 
affedion, is ftrangury, and next, the difficulty of 
pajling an inftrument, or bougie, to relieve it. If 
the obftrudion is felt more particularly about the 
neck of the bladder, there can be httle doubt it 
arifes from this caufe. 

This difeafe often occafions fiftulous openings 
to be formed for the difcharge of the urine, in 
Gonfequence of the ftrong adlioii of the bladder, 
to relieve the obilrudion ; and by this means a 

commu- 
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communication has been known to be opened 
Ibetwixt the projlate and reelunu 



Sect. 10. 

SUCH are the moft frequent feats of Cancer 
which we have now defcribed ; but there 
^r€ alfo feveral internal parts, more particularly 
the ftomach and liver, that become occafionally 
fubjcded to this malady. Its fymptoms, how- 
ever, when internal, are fomewhat obfcure, and 
its progrefs generally too far advanced for relief, 
before being detected ; we lhall here give fome 
hiftory of thefe forms of the malgdy, chiefly to 
point out their limilarity with the appearance of 
the difeafe in other lituations. 

8. Stomach, (Gq/lritis.'y 

This affection is more common in the male 
than in the female ; one great caufe of it being 
intemperance, efpecially in the ufe of ardent fpi- 
rits. In both fexes it is a difeafe of advanced 
life, and varies in different cafes, both in its feat 
find extent. Sometimes it affeds the whole of 
the organ ; but, more frequently it is confined to 
one part, the pylorus, in confequence of its glan- 
dular ftructure favouring more ftrongly the a£lion 

of 
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of the morbid caufe. It is marked, at firft, with 
the' ufual fymptoms of Dyspepjia, (or ftomach 
complaints) ; but the ficknefs and vomiting be- 
come, in time, much more conftant and fevere, 
every thing whatever being reje6ted, as foon as 
taken. The pain alfo becomes more chara6ter- 
iflic, conlifting of fharp lancilating throbs, or of a 
pricking, darting nature ; or elfe of a fenfe of 
burning heat. Blood is fometiraes thrown up, 
and often an acrid matter of a very offen- 
{ive fmell. As the difeafe advances, it can be 
felt by external examination ; and diftenlion of 
the abdomen, towards its termination, enfues. 
The pulfe here is fmall and frequent, and the 
hectic is marked by ftrong rigors, ftronger than in 
moft other cafes *. 

9. Liver ^ {Hepar.^ 

The Liver is (till more fubjed than the former 
organ to this difeafe : It arifes frequently, as it 
were, fpontaneoufly ; and from middle age to ad- 
vanced life, is the period of its attack. Hard 
drinkers are its more ufual vidims, and men 
oftener than women. The fymptoms of this 
affedion are often ftrongly marked in the coun- 

* A remarkable cafe of Cancer in the ftomach, is men- 
tioned by Dr Jitark where the patient during life, neither 
felt ficknefs, nor was troubled with retchings. This cir- 
cumftance he attributes to the weal^nefs of the organ, being 
incapable of any exertion. 
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tenance, but at other times they are more ob- 
fcure ; or it is entirely miftaken for Dyf()sptic, (or 
ftomach complaints), till its laft ftage. The pa- 
tient feels flight pain, generally tranfient, in 
the right hypochondrium extending to the clavicle^ 
(or top of the flioulder), and this pain he refers 
improperly to the region of the ftomach : It is 
fomewhat alleviated by erudation, which confirms 
him in his belief : But as the difeafe advances, 
(and it is generally of fome years continuance), the 
occurrence of fever, towards evening, fliews it dif- 
ferent from dyfpeptic, (or ftomach complaints.) 
This fever is, at firft, fomewhat obfcure : The 
heat of the body is increafed, but the pulfe is 
little afteded. There prevail alternate heats and 
colds : The breathing is fomewhat impeded on 
motion. The patient lies with difficulty on the 
left fide, and feels a fenfe of weight and pain 
from preflure, on the right, under the falfe ribs. 
Great uneafinefs of ftomach feems to take place, 
attended with obftinate coftivenefs, A gradual 
diminution of ftrength, and emaciation, enfue; 
and, with thefe fymptoms, there is remarked a 
pale fallow complexion, and dull white colour, or 
yellow tinge of the eye. Thus, the difeafe pro- 
ceeds, and it generally terminates in an attack 
of jaundice and dropfy; but, in fome cafes, the 
enlargement, or morbid ftate of the Uver, is con- 
fpicuous before this period. 

This aflfedion is not always fatal, and many have 
recovered from it, even in cafes of long ftanding. 

PART 
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PART It. 
Peculiarities of Cancei^. 



Sect. i. Species of Cancer. 

TTAVING, in the preceding part, examined 
the general appearances and moil frequent 
feats of Cancer, and found it difplay itfelf always 
under one of four forms, viz. either as a morbid 
induration, a flefhy excrefcence, a wart, or an 
ulcer, v/e fhall next offer a divifion of the difeafe, 
"with a pra£lical view ; and fuch as we conceive 
to be fandioned by experience in its treatment. 

Many divifions have been^ formed by authors, 
and they have proceeded on different principles, 
either with a view to point out its nature, as ijl, 
into the univerfal and local ; 2dly^ the dif- 
ference, in its external appearance ; or, Iq/lfy^ 
they have grounded their diftindions on mere 
theoretical ideas, founded on fanciful hypothefes, 
and involving no real practical utihty. Thefe 
are too numerous to deferve any quotation. 

The different forms of the difeafe, we conceive, 
may be all arranged into three fpecies, which 

may 
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may be diflinguifhed by the names of the Predif- 
pofed Cancer, the Accidental, and the Cancerous 
Ulcer j the laft being a diftindion firft taken 
notice of, with much propriety, by Mr Peryhle. 

By the firjl fpecies, we undeiftand every fchir- 
rous fweUing, which arifes, at firft, without any 
evident or external caufe ; and which, though 
removed, difplays ftiil \.h.t fame difpofition in the 
part, and afterwards in the fyftem at large. 

By the fecond, we mean every fwelling of the 
fame kind, but which, brought on by accident, or 
other external circumftances, iliews, on its remo- 
val, no tendency to return ; and the patient con- 
tinues unafFeded by any other form of the difeafe, 
or by any fucceeding appearance of it in the 
fame place. 

Under the lajl, is comprehended every appear- 
ance of fore, which, not beginning originally as a 
Cancer, alTumes, in the end, this difpofition, and 
arifes as a confequence of other difeafe,';. Not 
till its laft ftage, therefore, when acquiring the 
Phagadenic chdiXZidtv, is it properly referable to 
this clafs. 

The firfl: fpecies is by far the moft frequent 
form of the difeafe. Out of ten Cancerous cafes, 
nine we may fet down as of this defcription, which 
both accounts fgr the incurable nature of the 
malady, and for the fmall fuccefs whiph is to be 
tixpeded from extirpation. It is this predifpoii- 
tion then, v/hich we confider as demanding the 
chief attention of practitioner?, without which, 
U every 
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every attempt at a cure will prove inefFe<5lual. 
Even all the other fpecies of the difeafe, termi- 
nate in this, as is evident from feveral parts of the 
body coming then to be attacked, and from the 
general deranged Hate which the whole fyftem 
dilplays. It has been remarked by fome authors, 
that the predifpofition to this fpecies of the dif- 
eafe, is ftrongell in thofe ol a remarkably healthy 
conftitution, but who have, at the fame time, an 
irritable nervous fyftem ; that its prefence is par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed by a fanning yellow red 
colour of countenance ; and, that while all the 
reft of the fyftem is tremblingly ahve, it is re- 
markable that the ftomach and bowels appear to 
poftefs a torpor, which may be confidered as cha- 
racleriftic of a tendency to the difeafe. From 
experience, we are convinced that this obferva- 
tion is well founded 

Of the fecond fpecies, or Accidental Cancer, 
there is little doubt but many cafes occur;' but 
it requires much judgment and obfervation of the 
difeafe, to decide, whether they are really of this 
nature. The comparative number, we are afraid, 
is not equal to what praditioners, from their 
prejudice in favour of extirpation, would lead us 

* A remarkable cafe of Univerfal Cancer is to be found 
in the luh volume of the Medical Commentaries, by Dr 
Kentilh, where every part of the fyftem feemcd to have 
taken on a manifeu Cancerous dlfpofition. Many other 
cafes of the fame kind are to be found in diflerent periodi- 
cal works. 

to 
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to believe. Moft patients alfo, by their own hif- 
tory of their cafes, would wifli to refer every 
form of the difeafe to this fpecies ; and the idea 
of a taint in their habit, or a malady of a heredi- 
tary nature, they are reludant to perfuade them- 
felves of, as a fort of reflexion on themfelves or 
their families. It is this likewife that often mif- 
lesds a pradlitioner, and induces him to yield, at 
times, to the prejudices of his patient, againft his 
own better judgment. 

To this divifion belongs the Bay Sore, fo fre- 
quent, as to be almoft endemic at the Bay of 
Honduras, and fuppofed to arife from the poifon 
of a fly, as related by Dr Mofeley. 

Of the Cancerous ulcer, or third fpecies, there 
can be no doubt, fince it arifes, for the moft part, 
as a confequence of other difeafcs ; often the too 
free ufe of debilitating medicines in particular 
conftitutions, and it is always cormecled with a 
ftate of the fyftem at large. Thus, it frequently 
fucceeds the a6lion of the venereal poifon, or its 
antidote, forming Cancerous Bubo, Chancre, &c. 

A remarkable fpecies of it is known in the 
Weft Indies, under the name of the Crab Taw. 
Its external marks, as in other cafes of Ulcerated 
Cancer, are its irregular figure, and unequal fur- 
face ; the acrid foetid fordid fanies of the dif- 
charge ; the callous lips of the fore, thick, indurat- 
ed and painful; and the fungous excrefcence 
from its fubftance. It is in this fpecies of the 
difeafe, that cures of Cancer have chiefly fucceed- 
U 2 ed. 
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ed. Hence fome practitioners, as Profeflbr Pvicli- 
ter of Gottingen, carrying their ideas of the in- 
curable nature of CcUicej too far, have alledged 
that there are no certain diagnoftics of it ; that 
fuch cures have arifen from pradlitianers rather 
miftaking the nature of the difeafe ; for that the 
term Cancer itfelf, like that of mahgnant fever, is 
often made ufe of as a veil to ignorance, when 
the phyfician is unacquainted with the method 
of cure. In this way he alledges the Cancerous 
and Carious Ulcer are often miftaken for each 
Other. But, in fpite of this opinion, we may juft- 
ly contend, that vyherever the above diagnollics 
are prefent in any cafe of fore, and where it re- 
fills the ufual remedies to which other fores yield, 
whatever may have been its origin, whetlier 
venereal, fcorbutic, &c. it then properly be- 
longs to this clafs of difeafe, and pofTelles a real 
Cancerous tendency. This fcepticifm on the 
diagnoftic fymptoms of Cancer, is carried ftill far- 
ther, in a publication on the fubjecl, which we 
have already made feveral obiervations on, by 
Mr Pearfon, furgeon in London : Of all the eha- 
raderiftic fymptoms of the difeafe, he does not 
allow one as unexceptionable. From fuch pubh- 
cations, one advantage, we hsjpe, will relult, that 
if they detradl from our knowledge of the hifio- 
ry of the difeafe, they will, ni the fame degree, 
renders us cautious of proceeding to excihon-, 
while uncertam of us true nature, and, m many 
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cafes, prolong the life of a patient, facrificed to 
the keenefs of the operator. 



Sect. 2. Of the Feelings from Cancer. 
HE feelings from this difeafe are, at times, 



very various. They confill, as we former- 
ly obferved, of iharp lancilating pains darting 
through the difeafed part ; of a fenfe of burning 
heat ; or of a fort of fhooting and pricking, re- 
fembling the thruft of needles. The firft of thefe 
pains prevails chiefly in thofe cafes where the 
difeafe affeds the more internal ftrudure of the 
part ; and alfo in the cafes of internal Cancer, or 
of the vifcera. It is often merely temporary and 
will remain abfent for the fpace of weeks, and 
again return without any apparent cauie. It 
fometimes gives place to a dull heavy pain, and 
when this is the cafe, it often marks tli£ difeafe 
having fpread into the cellular membrane, and 
the velTels having given way, by which the im- 
padlion is taken off. Thefe lancilating pains rife 
to the moft exquifite height in Cancer of the fto* 
mach and womb. The miferable vidim is tortured 
with them day and night, extending in every di- 
redion, and receives no eafe, but irom the moft 
incredible quantires of Opiim, which, at times, 
even fails to give rehef. 
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The fecond kind of pain taken notice of, is 
more common in the ulcerated Hate of the dif- 
eafe, attended often with a fmarting forenefs, 
always moft painful in the night time, and thefe 
imeafy feelings, from this malady, arife fometiraes 
to that height, as to throw the patient into faint- 
ings and convullions, from which he awakes to 
experience the fame renewed fcene of torture. 

Another feeling, which often arifes in this dif- 
eafe, efpecially when the acutenefs of pain is lul- 
led by Opiates^ is exceflive itchinefs, not lefs 
tormenting than real pain : It proceeds to that 
degree, as to deprive the patient entirely of ileep ; 
and indeed, in the Iqfl ftage of the malady, fleep 
is a comfort with which the unhappy fufferer is 
feldom bleft. 

From the acutenefs of the pain, the virulence 
of the enfuing Cancer, it has been fuppofed, may 
be known ; but in no difeafe are the changes of 
feehng, or tranfitions fo quick as in Cancer. 
From the moft extreme pain and agony, the pa- 
tient will often receive an almoft inilantaneous 
intermiffion, without any apparent caufe to ac- 
count for it. The fame may be obferved in the 
hedic which attends. From the moft violent 
paroxyfm, the patient will be fuddenly relieved, 
and an almoft entire Apyrexia, (or freedom from 
fever), often prevail in the courfe of a few mi- 
nutes ; and thefe intermiffions are not a little de- 
ceitful to the attendants, who are led, from them, 

to 
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to cherifli hopes of amendment, and are alfo verj 
unaccountable to the praditioner. 



Sect. 3. Of the Frogrefs of Cancer. 

T^ROM conlidering the progrefs of Cancer in 
different cafes, one would hardly believe 
them to be the fame afFedions. In fome the dif- 
eafe advances fo rapidly, that it finidies its career 
in the courfe of a few months, with all the fymp- 
toms of moil violent inflammation and acute 
fever. In others, again, its progrefs is fo flow, 
as to require a number of years to pafs through 
its different ftages. No fymptom of fever attends, 
except for a day or two, previous to the burfting 
of a gland, and the whole of the acute fymptoms 
immediately depart, on this procefs being finiOied, 
In thefe Chronic cafes, the difeafe is generally 
completely peaceable during fummer, and the 
chief attacks of it are confined to the winter 
months. It is perhaps, in the firil fpecies, that the 
remedies of the Narcotic tribe have been found 
often fuccefsful, if not in curing the difeafe, at 
leaft in fufpending the morbid adion ; and the 
Saline and Mineral ckifs, if ever ufeful, feems 
chiefly fuited to the latter. The progrefs of the 
difaafe, alfo, is much influenced by the part of 
the body it attacks. On the external furface of 
the lips, face, or nofe, it feems much circumfcrib- 
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ed, and continues long ftationary. In the inter- 
nal parts, efpecially where the circulation to them 
is ftrong, the progrefsis generally rapid. 



Sect. 4. Of the DiJfecliGns of Cancer. 
UCH has been learned by the invelligation 



of the feats and caufes of difeafe by diflecr 
tion ; but, in Cancer, little can be drawn from 
this fourcc, to elucidate the nature of the ma- 
lady. 

In every dilTedion of a Cancerous tQmor we 
find, 

I. A hard indurated mafs, often arriving at ^ 
cartilaginous conliftence, and interfefted, more or 
lets, by membranous fepta, running through it, 
which are formed by the capfules of the glands 
having acquired this ftate ; and fince, in other 
places, attacked with Cancer, where no fuch 
glandular ftruclure prevails, fomewhat of a fimi- 
lar hardnefs is confpicuous, there can be no doubt 
but that this ftate, charaderiftic of the difeafe, is 
originally induced in part by the coagulable lymph, 
deprived of its thinner parts by abforption, and 
thickened by inflammation. Thus, Mr Gooch 
obferves, that in cutting out fchirrous tumors, he 
has found their interior iubflance, like a hard un- 
ripe apple, thin flices of which being boiled in 
water, had a horny appearance when cold and 
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dry, and the water they were boiled in became 
glutinous. 

2. Befides this hard part, fmall cyjls, or cells, 
are iikewife found occafionally, contaniing either 
a yellow gelatinous matter, a fanious fluid, or a 
curdled matter tinged with blood. In fome 
cafes thefe cyfts are very large, and, on opening 
them, they are furrounded with a difeafed pulpy 
mafs. Such cyjfts are certainly formed by a num- 
ber of the indurated glands melting down into 
this matter. 

3. On attempting to examine farther the ftrudure 
of thefe difeafed paits, we find a confufed jumble 
prevail, with a real obliteration of veifels, and the 
channels of circulation through the part deflroy- 
ed. The velTels that remain are confiderably 
enlarged, and impaded with a thick black gru- 
mous blood, fo that, if capable of fecreting, it muft, 
in this altered and vitiated Hate, be a fiuid of an 
unufual or morbid nature. 

The obliteration of veiTels in fchirrus, has been 
often iliewn by the injections of different ana- 
tomails. 

4. But beiides the real indurated part which forms 
the difeafe, there appears, in every cafe of Cancer 
when it arrives at the ulcerated ftate, a growth of 
fungus, various in its appearance, often of fo con- 
iiderable lize, as to have been marked by fome 
authors for a diftind: fpecies of the difeafe. This 
may be confidered as an accidenr?)! parf . 

the fame time, fuch as denotes the ftrength of the 
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Cancerous difpofition. This fungus rifes irregu- 
larly, preferves a clean healthy appearance for a 
certain time, and gains alfo a certain height, after 
which it becomes white at top, gangrene takes 
place, and it ends in a hollow, or inequality, while 
the neighbouring parts afliime the fame appear- 
ance, and fall down in the fame way. 

5. To thefe conftant appearances in every Can- 
cerous mafs, maybe added, lajlly^ that of long fmall 
white filaments, which feem to form a connexion 
between the tumor and the adjacent parts, and 
have been termed by the earlier writers, the roots 
of the Cancer ; being evidently lymphatic veiTels, 
whofe fides have been obliterated, by taking on 
the morbid difpofition. 

The above particulars, obferved in the diflec- 
tion of Cancers in general, will be farther illuf- 
trated by detailing that of the womb and tefticle, 
as peculiar glandular organs j and afterwards of 
the ftomach and liver. 

I. Womb, (Uterus.) 

Dissections of fchirrous wombs fhew an in- 
creafe of bulk. Their fubftance, when cut into, 
confifts of a v/hitifh firm matter, interfeded, as 
elfewhere, with ftrong membranous fepta. The 
internal furface of the womb, difcovers ulceration 
indifferent parts, from which long ragged procefles 
are fent out. This ulceration is different in its 
progrefs and extent, and is occafionally commu- 
nicated 
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nicated to the different parts conneded with the 
womb. The organ is frequently found, in great 
part, difiblved into this ulcerated mafs, with irre- 
gular growth, except part of the fundus ; for the 
cervix, (or neck), fuffers moft in this difeafe. 
There is feldom ulceration where tubercles only 
exift, but they are found of various fize and 
fhape. 

2. Testicle, (Testis.) 

Dissections of the tefticle in this difeafe, fliew, 
like the former organ, an increafe of fize, often 
very confiderable ; a lofs of the natural ftruc- 
ture, converted into a hard mafs of a brownilh 
colour; which is more or lefs interfered by mem- 
brane, and has often cells formed in it, con- 
taining a fanious fluid. When farther advanced, 
external ulceration appears, affuming either the 
form of a foul deep ulcer, or throwing out an ir- 
regular gleety fungus. 

3. Stomach, (Gastritis.) 

The appearances exhibited by the ftomach, 
when expofed by diifedion in this difeafe, are an 
increafed thicknefs and hardnefs of its fubftance ; 
fometimes retaining ftill, when cut into, the na- 
tural appearance, at other times, very much 
altered. Thus, its outer coat is found hard and 
griftly ; its mufcular part interfered by ftrong 
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and frequent membraneous fepta, and. its inner 
coat thick, and at times, tuberculated. This 
difeafed mafs is often ulcerated in fome part, 
or has paffed into the Cancerous ftate; frequent- 
ly, inftead of ulceration, a fungus or growth is 
thrown out. 

Where the difeafe, again, is more partial, it 
jfhevvs itfelf in the fame manner, as a hard mafs, 
of a whitilh or brownifli colour ; but, in the 
neighbourhood of it, there appear fwelled lym- 
phatic glands. At times, the fchirrus tumor has 
been known to conlift of a lingle enlarged gland, 
with a (mall depreffion near the middle of its fur- 
face, and radiated a little in its ilrudure. In 
this cafe the functions of the ftamach are little or 
no way affedred. 

4. Liver, (Hepar.) 

The whole mafs of the liver, in this difeafe, is 
generally found tuberculated, and the tubercles 
are placed near each other. They are of a round- 
ed ftiape, of various lize, from that of a pin's head 
to a hazel nut. The organ, in this ftate, feels hard 
to the touch ; its furface appears irregular, and, 
not uncommonly, its lower edge is bent a little 
forwards. When cut into, it confills of a brown- 
ifh, or yellowifh white fulid matter. Nor is the 
lize of the organ increafed in this difeafe ; the 
xeverfe takes place, along with a diminifhed dia- 
meter of its vefleis j thus explammg what occurs. 

in 
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in the ftate of the cuxulation in other cafes of 
fchirrus. The colour of the organ is often, here, 
yellow, while that of the gall-bladder is white 
and empty : The Ikin, in general, is jaundiced, 
and there is alfo water in the abdomen. 

Inftead of this general tuberculous ftate, often 
large whice malTes are formed in different parts of 
the organ, particularly near its edges, and between 
them the portion of the liver retains its healthy 
ftate ; but this appearance is not fo frequent as 
the former. 



Sect. 5. Of the General State of the Blood. 

TN the real Cancerous predlfpofttion, wherever 
the fluids are fabjecled to experiment, it has 
been found by authors, that the Crqlfamentiim is 
extremely loofe, and that a fuperabundant fero- 
lity prevails. This ferofity is alfo impregnated 
with a ftrong faline principle, which would feem, 
wherever depofited, and allowed to undergo the 
changes induced by inflammation, to ad as a fol- 
vent. It is this principle we are to confider, as 
in fome meafare the bafis of that deleterious mat- 
ter which is afterwards produced, and corrodes 
every part that comes within its aclion. This 
loofe ftate of Craffamentum is confirmed by the 
great tendency to hemorrhage in all Cancerous 
cafes, by the difficulty of ftemmmg the blood which 

pomts 
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points out its very fluid flate ; and ftill farther, 
bj the fmall quantity of coagulable lymph which 
appears in it, when allowed to ftagnate. 

On this fubjedl, however, of the general ftate 
of the fluids, a fufficient number of accurate ex- 
periments have not, as yet, been made. It is 
clear the fault is not often in the fohd alone, for 
we find the difeafe in thofe of the mofi; tenfe and 
vigorous fibre. On this point we hope to be able, 
in time, to offer a mofi; fatisfadlory train of ex- 
periments, which will ferve, in the moft complete 
manner to ellablifli, in the greater number of 
cafes, the conllitutional nature of this difeafe. 



Sect. 6. Of the Bifcharge from Canc,er. 

A S the vitiated difcharge in Cancer is a chief 
^ fymptom, and marked in its advanced fl:ate 
by a peculiar fostor^ more ofFenfive than that from 
any other fpecies of ulcer, it is proper to enquire 
into the caufe of this peculiarity, and chemiftry 
has been called in to detedl it, with advantage. 

Dr Adair Crawford is the principal author 
who has had the merit of fubjeding this poifon to 
accurate experiment, as detailed ar. length in the 
tranfadlions of the Royal Society, and from thefe 
experiments it appears, 

I. That 
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1. That the prefence of a powerful volatile 
alkali is detected in the difcharge, which changes 
the colour of vegetable tinftures. 

1. That with this alkali, there is united an 
aerial fluids poffeffing the chief properties of he- 
patic air. And 

3. That by the combination of thefe principles^ 
a fort of Hepatifed Ammonia is formed, on which 
the deleterious nature of the matter depends *. 

The marks of this matter, or real Cancerous 
poifon, are, 

1. A peculiar foetor^ highly offenjive. 

2. The fwelling of contiguous lympJjatic glands. 

And 

3. The corrojion of veffels. 

By the adion of thefe principles, prefent in 
the matter difcharged, the animal fibre is reduced 
to the fame ftate as takes place in the Iqfl flage 
of putrefaBion, acquiring firft the appearance of a 
uuhite fordes, and then melting down into this de- 
kterious fadd. This fluid ads upon metals, and 
alfo decompofes metallic Jalts ; and hence may 
be explained the various appearances and effeds 
it difplays under different heahng apphcations, in 
the progrefs of the difeafe, particularly the dark 
colour communicated to preparations of lead. 
Such has been, at times, its power of corrofion, 
that Van Sweiten has feen the linen applied to 

* Dogs are the only fpecies of brutes fubjeft to Cancer, 
and being carnivorous, thisammcniated ftate of fluidmuft pre- 
vail in them, and is perhaps alfo a proof of the nature of it. 

the 
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the fore, as much corroded by it as if touched 
with Aqua fortis. 

On the matter of Cancer, fiinilar experiments 
were made with thofe of Dr Crawford, bj feveral 
of the French writers ; but they proceeded no 
farther, than fimply to detect in it, the prefence 
of a Jlrong caiijlic alkali^ which they chiefly prov- 
ed by its efFervefcence with acids. Dr Crawford 
has the merit of having extended his experiments 
farther, and proved that the extreme fator which 
attends the laft ftage of the difeafe, is entirely 
owing to this aerial fluids or gas : That it is 
readily difengaged by acids, particularly the 
Oxygenated Muriatic (or dephlogijiicatcd marine^ 
acid, and that all the properties by which 
the Cancerous virus differs from real pns, and 
efpecially in its deleterious effccls, are to be af- 
cribed to this feptic compound, or Hepatifed ammo- 
nia, which is particularly proved by its corroiive 
nature, and its irritation of contiguous glands ; 
effects entirely unconneded with the aclion of 
the difeafed folid. 

Proceeding on thefe principles, Dr Crawfurd 
has next enquired how far a medicine that would 
decompofe the Ammonia, v/ould not alter the na- 
ture of the difcharge. With this view he has 
tried the powers of different acids : Some of thefe, 
as the nitrous, even if effedual, muft be objected 
to, as requiring concentration, in order to its 
adtion, and, therefore, injuring the animal fibre ; 
but it is to be regretted, that from none of them 
has he found any tendency to a cure of the dif- 
eafe : 
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cafe : His hopes were chiefiy founded on the 
oxygenated muriatic acid, diluted with thrice its 
weight of water, v/hich, by this dilution, gives 
little pain to cal'es that are not highly irritable. 
In fome inftances he found that it corred.ed the foe- 
tor and amended the difcharge ; but its good effeds 
were by no means uniform, for it failed entirely in 
manj others. Its operation, therefore, is fiill a mat- 
ter of equal uncertainty, with moft other appli- 
cations in this difeafe. How far this acid is to 
be ventured on internally is doubtful ; and alfo, 
if ufed internally, whether it would produce any 
ftronger efFecl than that of any other fimple acid. 
The veget6d)le acid I have frequeniiy apphed ex- 
ternally, and found it remove the fcrtor ; but the 
irritation attending its ufe, always hurt the fore, 
and occahoned even an increafe of the difeafe, 
and a difpofition of the poilbn to be more quickly 
abforbed. 

When it is coniidered, that to thefe t%m prin- 
ciples now invefligated, the poifon of Cancer otv cs 
its adivity, we muft naturally infer, that pus^ 
while it polTeffes lefs tendency to putrefacllon 
than any other animal fluid, mull, in the fame 
proportion, be deprived of thofe principles on 
which putrefadion depends. Thus, on examin- 
ing it, according to the experiments of Mr Home, 
it fliews no figns of any laline nature ; there is 
neither acid nov alkali prefcnt in it wlicn poured 
out ; and, on fubjecling equal quantities of Mood, 
Jerum, and pus, to the adion of heat, it is the 

^ la tell 
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lateft of undergoing the different changes, and 
turning foetid. From thefe fads, then, the con- 
chifion to be drawn is, that pus is a fluid deftitute 
of the faline or anmoniated principle, and that to 
this circumftance it owes its mildnefs. Since, 
from the experiments alfo of Sir John Pringle and 
Mr Gaber, it appears that^z-^j- is entirely formed 
from the feriim ; a farther inference may be made 
from the preceding obfervations on the Cancerous 
poifon, viz. that the fermn, before being formed 
ivito pus, muft differ from that ferum which paffes 
into the matter of Cancer, even independent of 
the different ftate of the veffels, or its being mix- 
ed with any extraneous fluid, as blood, &c. the 
charaderiftic of vitiated pus. If this, then, which 
is confonant both to reafon and experiment, be 
true, a predifpofition depending on the fl:ate of 
the fluids at large, as well as an impaired adion 
of the folid, muft give rife to this lafl: difeafe. In- 
deed we can hardly fuppofe, that this change can 
depend entirely on a Ample adion of the folid, 
without the conftituent principles of the change 
being originally prefent in a high degree. In 
many cafes we fee Cancer accompanied with an 
obvious cachediic Jlate ; and w^iere the marks of 
this ftate, in other cafes, are not fo diftind, ftiil 
■we have reafon to conclude, that the fame difpo- 
fition is prefent, though more obfcure, and necef- 
fary to the produdiou of the difeafe. In every 
cafe alfo, this cacheBic Jlate infifted on, is confpi- 
cuous before the fatal termination of the malady. 

To 
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To explain it ftill farther, we may obferve, that 
in health, the animal fluids, as proved by expe- 
riment, are found to contain a certain portion, 
both of acid and alkali^ fufpended in their com- 
pofition. As they pafs into a ftate of difeafe, the 
evolution of the alkaline principle gradually in- 
creafes, while that of the acid diminifhes in. the 
fame proportion. So long, however, as the func- 
tions of the Ijftem remain unimpared, this alter- 
ation is not confpicuous ; for any tendency^ to this 
fuperabundant alkaline ftate,. is removed by the 
different excretions, but more particularly by that 
of the kidneys. Hence, the urine, in health, con- 
tains a peculiar fait, and pofTefTes alfo a ftrong al- 
kaline fmell ; and hence it may be coniidered as 
the chief depurator of the conftitution ; but when- 
ever the powers of the fyftem become impaired, 
and the vigour of folid decays, the feparation of 
this alkaline principle, from the general mafs, does 
not take place as before, and its retention proves 
a folvent to the general mafs, and by its fuperabun- 
dance, deftroys alfo the texture of folid, fo that in 
this way, if not actually inducing, it at leafl lays 
the foundation for various forms of difeafe, of a 
cachectic nature. 

It is not a little furprizing, aftei' the very accu- 
rate experimentsofDr Crawford, which we have al- 
ready in veftigated, that nothing more fliouldbe de- 
tected, either in the Cancerous fohd, or matter, than 
what may be obtained by the chemical examina- 
tion of dead animal matter, or that which has ac- 
^ ^ quired 



t 



172 OF CANCER. 

quired a putrid taint. In fpite of this, the pecu- 
liar foetor of the Cancerous ulcer, gives ftrong rea- 
fon to fufpeft, that there is a fomething more con- 
tained in it, which chemiftry has not been able to 
deted, and which flies off before the matter ftag- 
nates on the fore. In the fame way, pus, when 
firft poured out from the extremities of the vef- 
fels, according to the experiments of Mr Home, 
is very different from pus allowed to flagnate on 
the fore ; and the flight power of antifeptks. to. 
cure this difeafe, further confirms it ; fo that if a 
defe6l of vital air occurs in any diieaie, according 
to the lateit opinion broached on the fubjed, it is 
in Cancer, and this idea deferves to be more fully 
profecuted. 

It has been alfo doubted, by fome eminent fur- 
geons, whether the matter of Cancer is really 
contagious, that is, whether it can produce the 
fame form of difeafe in another perfon, or prc- 
duce, Amply, the effeds of common acrimony. 

On this point it is diiticult to form any conclu- 
fion. Experiments made to fettle it would be 
regarded as cruel ; we can only, therefore, catch 
a few random tads as they occur in authors,. 
From thefe fads, as criticifed at large by Mr Pear- 
fon, nothing iiitisfadory can be drawn. Indeed, 
there being fo few in number in favour of th? 
contagious power, while fo many, opportunities 
daily occur of infedion being received, efpecially 
in the promifcuous intercourfe betwixt the fexes, 

a 
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a ftrong prefumption is afforded againft the in- 
feftious quality of the matter. 

To this argument I can add much confirma- 
tion from my own experience, for I have freely 
handled fores in every ftage of the malady, 
without the leaf! attention to cleanlinefs ; yet no 
tendency to infedion ever appeared. Pimples 
have even occafionally arifen on thofe parts of 
my hands that had touched the fores ; but they 
difplayed nothing more malignant than thofe 
which arife from fimi^le acrimony, and departed 
as readily. On one occafion, fappuration of one 
of my fingers took place, yet no fpecific fymp- 
toms attended it, different from common inflam- 
mation. On another, along with fuppuration, a 
fvvelling of the axillary glands likewife occurred. 
So, that on this point, I can certainly fpeak with a 
good deal of decifion. Nay, by accident, I was 
once fo unfortunate as to tafte the matter from a 
Cancerous fore : It poffeffed a peculiar mackifli tafte, 
but no bad confequences arofe in that part of the 
tongue which had received it. In Hating thefc 
fads, however, I would by no means advife, that 
perfons (hould ralhly expofe themfelves to the ac- 
tion of this poifon. Circumftances, may occur, in 
fome conftitutions, to give it an adivity, which, 
from experience, we may fay, it does not in gene- 
ral poffefs. 

Thus it appears, in Cancer, that the conftitu- 
tion has a power of generating a poifon, deltruc- 

tiye 
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tive only of itfelf *, The venereal poifon being 
introduced from without, is circumfcribcd in its 
adion and requires alio a long time before it can 
draw the fluids into confent, as the fohds are ge- 
nerally in a healthy ftate ; but, in Cancer and 
Scrophula, from the exifting predifpofition in the 
fluids, the poifon may be coofidered as fomewhat 
diffufed, and they partake, in general, of the fxate 
connected with that in the difeafed parts. In- 
deed the Cancerous poifon would feem to exert a 
peculiar influence in the fyfl:em, greater than even 
appears by the degree of Hectic prefent, and in u 
manner we cannot altogether account for. 



Sect. 7. Of the Cancerous Hectic. 



HOUGH Cancer is attended, like every other 
ulcerated ftate, with the formation of Hec- 
tic, it differs, in fome circumflances, from Hedic 
in other cafes. Even long afte^ matter is formed, 
and evidently abforbed, the hedic does not ap- 
pear ; a ftrong argument againft the abforption of 
matter being always a caufe of it. The pulfe 

* As an additional confirmation of the fafl afierted, that 
the poifon of Cancer is deftruftive only of the conftitution 
in which it is generated, it has been given to dogs without 
any fpecific effeds being produced, though this animal, we 
remarked, is, at times, liable to the difeafe. This experi- 
ir^ent has been made by Febure. 

here 
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here is almofl always fmall and wealv, however 
quickened, even where the ftrength of the fyftem 
is otherwife pretty confiderable ; a proof how much 
the poifoa of this difeafe deprelTes the vital ener- 
gy, in which it refembles, in a certain degree, fome 
of the efFeds of fcurvy. At firft, when occurring, 
the He6lic is irregular ; towards the end, how- 
ever, it becomes conftant and fevere, and the pa- 
tient acquires a fallow leaden appearance, highly 
charaderiftic of the difeafe. The fweating llage 
alfo is not very conftant, till towards the laft, even 
though the hot ftage is acute, and long ; and it is, 
perhaps, on this account, that the colliquation 
advances fo llowly ; for unlefs the patient is cut 
off by hemorrhage, he lives in this difeafe to the 
very laft extremity of emaciation and pain. Con- 
fiderable intermiffions alfo, as was formerly re- 
marked, take place here, efpecially where the dif- 
eafe is feated on fome part of the external fur- 
face. Towards the end, in moft cafes, the irrita- 
bility of the flomach, which is not ufualin Hediic, 
is increafed to a very high degree, nothing, at 
times, being retained on it. 

Where cough occurs in this Hedic, a matter of 
a pretty vifcid nature is fpit up, poiTefTrng much 
of the glutinous principle ; and it never changes 
to the purulent ftate, as in other cafes of He6lic. 
The pulfe, in the clofe of the difeafe, isfometimes 
fo high as 190. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 8. Of Cancer as a Tranfitive Difeafe. 

in VERY practitioner accuftomed to attendance 
on this difeafe, muft recoiled facts which 
tend to Ihew that it polTeffes, at times, fomething 
of a tranlitive nature. Thus, in a Cancerous 
breaft, I have frequently known the pain entirely 
depart, and afted: fome of the larger joints; fre- 
quently the womb, or fome of the other organs, 
and leaving them, again return to the breaft. 
This fad has not efcaped the earlier writers, as 
taken notice of by Mr Pearfon. Dr Fotbergill 
was the firft modern author, who, in his paper on 
obftinate pains of the face, has pointed out this 
connexion. Bertrandi has next brought i'orward 
fome obfervations on the fame fubjecl. Thefe 
fads we would adduce, if true, as a ftrong proof 
of the conjlitiitional nature of this malady ; and as 
an additional argument to thofe which will be 
found urged in the third part of this work againll 
extirpation, and the prevalent opinion of the local 
nature of the difeafe. Many authors, on the other 
hand, have willied to confider fchirrus as of 
a critical nature, anxl the fymptoms which pre- 
cede it in many conftitutions, give ftrong grounds 
for this opinion. Though we would by no means 
wifh to go this length, yet we are perfedly clear 
that it is not to be removed by fimple applications 

to 
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to the part, or even at an early period, before thefe 
conjlitutional changes^ with which it is, for the moft 
part conneded, are ejiabli/ljed. 

This is the opinion of the firfl medical writers, 
and whoever advifes an mdifcrirainate early extir^ 
pation in all cafes, mufl be entirely milled bj a 
fondnefs for operating, againft the conviction of 
facts, which, if much converfant in the difeafe, 
could not fail, unlefs his judgment had been biaf- 
fed, to have imprelTed on him a different opinion ; 
hut we Ihall refume this fubjecl in the fequel. 



Sect. 9, Of the 7heory of Cancer, 

no fubjed of difeafe has a greater number 
of theories prevailed, than on that of Can- 
cer ; and the incurable nature of the malady, is 
perhaps, a fufficient apology for every opinion, 
however abfurd, that has been thrown out. 

The theory of the ancients, which made it de- 
pend on an atrahillous humour retained in the 
habit, and depofited on the difeafed part, it is 
needlefs to expatiate upon. It was C&m^rj/ that 
afforded the raoft ready folution for the delete- 
rious nature of the poifbn ; and to the chemical 
asra of medicine, are v^^e indebted for the prin- 
cipal theories of this difeafe. 

^ The 
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The firjl that was brought forward by Paracel- 
fus, and after him by Van Hehnont, was the fup- 
pofition of its arifing from the exigence of a corro- 
Jtve, or concentrated aci4 ; to which they were, no 
doubt, led by analogy of the fimilar effects of 
concentrated acids in diflblving the animal fibre, 
with that of the Cancerous viruSi But the ob- 
jections to this opinion, when fubmitted to the 
teft of experiment, the only fure guide, are ftrong : 
for 

1. It is found, that beyond the primys via^ or 
ftomach and bowels, no pure acid ever exills in 
the animal body, in fucii a quantity as to prove a 
caufe of difeafe. 

2. The Cancerous virus, when fubmitted to ex- 
periments, fhews no appearance of this principle. 

3. ' Alkalis, inftead of having any influence in 
counteracting the effects of the poifon, rather ag- 
gravate the difeafe, while acids themfelves, ap- 
plied as remedies, evidently check its progrefs 
fomewhat, and refill, for a vv^iile, the putrefadive 
tendency. Hence, they are recommended by 
the firft praditioners, as the belt correctors of 
the ulcerative Itage. 

On deferting this theory of acidity, the exigence 
of a cauftic alkali came next to be contended for 
by praditioners. The fads that fupport this 
opinion, are much more probable ; for, fubjeded 
to experiment, as we have already fliewn, the 
matter is poireifed of a flrong cdkalhie principle ; 
but, if it is alledged, that this principle, in a cau/7ic 

flat e 
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flatc, forms the difcafe, \Ye fnall find that it is in- 
fuPilcient, and that there is another property, as 
we learn by Dr Crawford's experiments, which 
muft be added to it, in order to account for its 
deleterious nature. Even when added, v/e fhall 
flill find, that the Jiate of the fluid aloiw, is not fuf- 
ficient for explaining the phenomena of the dif- 
cafe. 

From a confideration of thefe imperfections in 
the alkaline theory, one author has endeavoured to 
adopt a new idea founded on the fuppofed exif- 
tence of animalcules generating putridity. This 
doclrine comes from the pen of Mr Jufcamond, 
late furgeon in London, a doclrine firft introduced 
into medicine by the difcoveries of Lev/enhook, 
and applied to the explanation of a number of 
difeafes, but which was, long ago, found iniulli- 
cient for the purpofe. Mr Juftamond fupports 
his opinion by the good effects derived, in this 
difeafe, from remedies dejlructive of animalcules ; 
and alfo from his having feen, and demonftrated, 
fueh infers acT;ually prefent. The former of thefe 
proofs, we coniider, as highly ambiguous ; and 
the latter we would entirely deny, for infpiffated 
lymph, drawn from a lymphatic vefiel, will eafily 
deceive one. prejudiced in favour of fuch a con- 
jedlure. 

The only theory, and the mofl rational, that re- 
mains for us to adopt, founded on difleclion, and 
the phenomena of the difeafe, is, that Cancer 
confiits partly in a deflruclion of glandular organi- 
2 zation, - 
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%ation, and partly in a 'vitiated aBion of vejfeh, 
The former evidently appears from diJTeclion, in 
which nothing but a co?iJujed fdrahle of parts is to 
be traced ; while the deleterious nature of the dif- 
charge, abundantly confirms the latter. This 
deranged organization may be confidered as the 
true previous characleriftic of Cancer, being the 
confequence of an obfcure, or what may be term- 
ed the carcinomatous inflammation, exerting itfelf 
in the part, and folely confined to its velTels. This 
deranged organization becomes, in time, formed 
into a hard indijfoluble fubflance, not far diftant 
from the nature of bone, and compared, by many 
authors, to the nails, and even horns of animals. 
Thisfubftance, taking on acute infiamraation, can 
neither be refolved, nor does it fuppurate, the lat- 
ter procefs requiring a certain foftnefs of texture. 
From thefe cu'cumrtances-, on its burfting at 
laft, and the expofure of its internal furface to 
the atniofpbere, di gangrene of 2ijhw or chronic 
nature^ muft neceffarily enfue ; and as compadnefs 
of ftrublure prevents exfoliation of a tooth, when 
carious, fo here obliteration of arrangement, parti- 
cularly of veflels, and Z7(3r of fuhjtance, pre- 
vents a union of parts, and natural growth to flop 
its progrefs. From this view, fchirrus, however 
foraied, may be confidered properly as an extra- 
neous body, whie:h cannot unite with the found 
parts by any means whatever, and which na- 
ture, intends, by exciting acute inllammation, and 
burlting the teguments, to throw oif. This, m 

fome 
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fome rare cafes, has adiially happened; but as its 
conneclions, for the moft part, cannot be loofened, 
the atmofphere then acls upon it, and, inftead of 
the intention of nature being completed, a dele- 
terious matter is formed from its fubftance hy a 
procefs Jimilar to gangrene, not ulceration, for in 
ulceration there is no obliteration of vafcular 
ftrudure ; and this procefs brings the neighbouring 
glandular parts into the fame fiate, and thus per- 
petuates the difeafe. Hence Cancer maj be de- 
fined, " A poifon produced hy a partial vafcular 
" obliteration, generated in a certain Jtate of a- 
" cri?nofiy,for the moft part of the fluids of the fvf- 
" tem at large, and under a vitiated aEiion of the; 
" remaining veffhls of the part." 

Such is the theory to be colleded frotn dijec- 
liojis of this difeafe, and a review of the inefficacy 
of pradiice ; and it will apply, in general, to the 
uhmate ftage of hardnefs, and the confequent ul- 
cerations which enfue. In all their theories of the 
difeafe, authors have hitherto taken too contradl- 
ed a view of it, and by referring it to the Hate of 
the fluids alone, they have overlooked the re- 
fpedlive fhare that both foiids and fluids have in 
its produdion. 
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Sect. 10. Of the Caufss of Cancer. 



TN inveftigating the cavfes of Cancer, the firil, 
and moft important in order to underfland 
its real nature, is the conlideration of thofe which 
induce the ftate of predifpofition ; both the 
period of life at which it mod comilionlj arifes, 
and th^ circiimftances of its progrefs clearly prove 
that thefe caufes, whatever they are, mufl be of a 
fcdative^ or debilitating nature, and that they are 
fuch as are capable of giving rife to, and adlually 
do give rife to a general cbacheBic ft ate. It is 
this flate on which we contend that the obftinacy 
of the difeafe depends ; and its appearance in the 
form of Cancer is particularly favoured by the 7ni'' 
nutenefs and peculiarity of the glandular organiza- 
tion, whofe circulation, at all times, depends much 
on the irritability of its oivn veffels. Any diminu- 
tion of the general tone of the animal fibre, mult, 
on that account, difplay itfelf by a ftrongcr ten- 
dency to obftrudion here. Since the tvv'o difeafes 
of Scrophula and Cancer are now fo frequent, 
compared with their appearance in former times, 
there mufl: certainly be fome general cind prexiail- 
ing caufe to account for this frequency, and in 
order to find it out, the be ft method will be to 
make a comparifon of the flate of conftitution 

thejij 
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tbeti, as far as we can colled from medical hifto- 
ry, compared with what we find it at prefent ; 
and this change, whatever, it is, and the caufes 
inducing it, we muft then confider as the chief 
fjiircs of predifpojitioii to the prefent difeafe. If 
we look into the writings of Sydenham, and of 
the mofl: eminent phyficians who flourifhed a cen- 
tury ago, we ihall find that hleedin^, a remedy 
the mofS: debihtating to the human body, was ab- 
folutely neceffary in a high degree, in moil of the 
acute difeafes that then raged. Since we know 
that the fame difeafes, at prefent, will by no means 
admit of fuch a plan of cure, or at leaft never to 
the fame extent ; and alio that difeafes which were 
always confidered as purely phlogiilic, (or inflam- 
matory), appear now with new forms, and with 
evident putrefcent fymptoms, we muft from this 
naturally conclude, that the conftitution was for- 
merly more vigorous; that the folids polTeiled 
more tone, and the fluids had nothing of an acri- 
monious Hate. If thefe facls hold true, to v»^hat 
caufes are we to afcribe this new or acrwiomous 
principU, now fo generally diffuffed. It cannot, 
it is clear, depend on external caufes, for they can 
only accelerate, or retard, not produce a chronic 
difeafe ; and they mufl: alfo have been the fune 
at that period, as at prefent. We muft look for 
them then in the body itfelf ; and we fliall difcover 
their origin, by comparing the mode of life v/hich 
then prevailed, with what takes place at prefent. 
This coniparifon will lead into a pretty exten- 

flve 
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iive field, which we fhall referve for future difcuf- 
fion ; fufrlce it now to obferve, that the difFererxe 
in the mode of hfe, betwixt that period and the pre- 
Jent, w'lW, on examination, be found referable to two 
general heads. Increafe of luxury in the higher ranks 
of fociety ; and immoderate ufe offpirits, andother fe- 
dative liquors, joined to a negleft of the due quantity 
ofnourijlment, in proportion to the labour und ergone, 
in the lower orders of fociety. Some difficulty may, 
perhaps, attend the precifc application of thefe 
general caufes, to any particular modification of 
difeafe ; but ilill the facl admits of no doubt, and 
the more the lubject is fludied, the greater influ- 
ence wmI] thefe caufes feem to poiTefs, in account- 
ing for this, and many other forms of difeafe now 
fo prevalent. 

All the other caufes of predifpofition that have 
been enumerated by authors, are included in 
thefe two general heads. We fliall omit, there- 
fore, particularizing them, and proceed to exa- 
mine next, thofe which produce the immediate 
attack of the difeafe, or the occqfional caufes. 

The Qccajional caufes of Cancer, may be refer- 
red, either to accidental irnprejfions, producing in- 
jury of the part ; or to changes altering the courfe 
of the regular circulation, and determining it to 
the feat of the difeafe ; or to hoth combined. 

Of the former are all external accidents, as bhws^ 
contufions, pre ceding wflamjualion, h-z. Hence, in 
jilnioii every inftance of Cancer of the breaft , we 

find 
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find it accounted for by the patient on this caufe 
of accidental irijury ab?ie. Even the practice of 
wearing Jlays, in the manner commonly pracliied 
by females, muft greatly expofe to obftruclions of 
this part, and relilt the paffage of the fluids, 
throusrh the minute veffels. 

Of the latter, are aUfuppreJfed dlfcharges^ affec- 
tions of the mi?}d, &c. Some authors have endea- 
voured to explain the adion of the firft of thefe 
' caufes in a different way ; and, inftead of confi- 
dering the fupprejfed evacuation, as thrown on the 
difeafed part, they have referred the appearance 
of the difeafe, folely, to the general debility of the 
lyftem, occafioning the fuppreffion, as one of its 
confequences, but unconneded with the appear- 
ance of the future fchirras. As we find, how- 
ever, that the difeafe is, at times, remove<l by the 
return of the fuppreffed difcharge, and that even 
with an increafe of debility in the fyftem, it mufl 
be admitted, that there is more in this opinion, 
fo long entertained, than thefe authors would 
induce us to believe. Thofe v/omen, alfo, who 
are feized with Cancer at an earlier period of 
life, are, for the moft part, we find, fuch as are 
irregular in this refped. Hence we mull fl:ill 
confider the departure of the regular menjlrual 
difcharge, as the caufe of Cancer in the female in 
advanced life, as well as tht fiipprejfion of the he- 
morrhoids in the male, where long accuftonied to 
them. Indeed, out of twenty women feized with 
^ ^ Cancer, 
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Cancer, fifteen of them will be at this crmcal 
age. 

On affedions of mind, we may ohferve, that in 
delicate irritable habits, the long prejfure of grief , 
being a powerful debilitating caufe, has been taken 
notice of by many writers, as a chief promoter of 
this difeafe ; and fudden and violent emotmns are, 
at times, attended with the fame effe£t, which 
fhows the fhare the ftate of the folid has in the 
production of Cancer. 



Sect, ii.- Of the Prognojlk in Cancer. 

TN forming our opinion in Cancer, it is in gene- 
ral unfavourable ; but ftill we are often agree- 
ably difappointed in fome fuccefsfal terminations- 
of the malady. In directing our judgment,^ wc 
are to be determined chiefly by the fituation of 
the difeafe, and the particular fpecies of it, as af- 
feding, more or lefs, the coifiltutiony or general 
health of the patient. 

With refpect to the fuft, it may be obferved,. 
that Cancers on \\\^face^ lips, and mfe^ are cftener 
cured than in the breaft and tefticles, where the 
ftructure is more complex, and the circulation fa 
minute, as to be eafily obflrucied, and induce that 
obliteration of parts which forms the difeafe. 

In regard to the fecond, we are to judge from 
the marks of predifpcfition that appear in the 
babit ; and from the progrefs of the difeafe,. 

and 
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and the extent to which it has already proceeded, 
or to which it has advanced in a given time. 
Thus, if Cancer arife as a confequence of other 
difeafes, in which an evident taint of the geveral 
mafs appears, or in a conftitution worn out and ex- 
.baujted, an unfavourable prognoflic is inevitably 
to be formed. The fame conclulion is to be 
drawn, where the difeafe appears to be making 
rapid progrefs % where the contiguous parts are 
quickly taking on the difeafed ftate, and efpecially 
if the abjorption into the fyftem is evident from 
lymphatic fwellings in that direction. The de- 
gree of pain alfo, may be confidered as a leading 
mark of its extent and progrefs ; for we never 
f-nd the healing procefs, or even the difcujjion of 
the fwelling attended with much pain. 

It is very feldom that we have an opportunity 
of feeing a Cancer in its very firll ftage. It is 
only when the difeafe has proceeded fome length, 
and the patient begins to be alarmed, that medi- 
cal affiltance is called in. In the cafe of women 
alfo, a miftaken delicacy prevails for fome time, 
and thofe precious moments are thus loft, when 
fimple obftrudion being only prefent, refolution 
might be effeded. Before a practitioner is con- 
ful ted, the advice of the female friends is firft 
taken, and applications often made on their re^ 
commendation, of a very exceptionable, not to 
fay injurious nature. lUnce /chirr i of the breaji, 
mere than any other part, claim an unfavourable 
prognoftic \ and of cafes of Mafmary Cancer, the 
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proportion of cures is, perhaps, much lefs than of 
any other part of the body, which is, in part, to 
be explained from the above obfervation. It is 
on this account, that fome authors have arranged 
Cancer of the breaft, as particular malignant 
fpccies, noted for its virulence. 



Sect. 12. Of the Comparifon betwixt Schirrus 
and P hi eg 1710 n. 

A S it is of much importance to mark flrongly 
the charaHer fchirrus^ fo that no miftakes 
in its incipient ftate may arife, or lead to improper 
practice, we lliall draw a comparifon betwixt it 
?ind phlegmon, in their principal fymptoms, and 
this will make them more readily diftinguifnable 
from each other. 

I. The firil external appearance to be remark- 
ed, is in the different ftate of the JJdn. Thus the 
fkin that covers fchirrus, though inflamed and 
red, remains fill flaccid and wrinkled, while the 
Ikin covering phlegmon, or a henign glandular 
fwelling, is always fljining.fuU, clear and tenfe. 

2,. The fecond difference to be remarked, is in 
th& feelitigs of the part. 

The pain of fchirrus occurs at inter'vals, arifes 
fiiddenly, and as fuddenly departs ; is rare at flrft^ 
becomes by degrees more frequent, and is pretty 

conftant 
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conftant at laft, with a fenfe of burning or /tinging. 
In phlegmon the pain is conftanthom the beginning^ 
more or lefs acute, at times, and attended with a 
fenfe oi throbbing, or pidfation. 

3. The thi} d difference to be remarked, is in 
the feel of the tumor towards its termination. In 
fchirrus, as it increafes, there is a general incrcaf 
ing hardnefs a?id thicknefs of teguments, to the feel, 
without the fmalleft tendency to impofthumation, in 
any particular part. In phlegmon the teguments 
appear to thin, efpecially ?// fome particular part, 
which becomes fomewhat pointed ; and where a 
ftuSiuation of matter^ or impofthimation can be 
readily felt. • 

4. The laft difference to be remarked, refpeds 
the ftate of fever. In fchirrus, no proper fever 
attends ; for though the pulfe may be occafionaily 
quickened, it remains always deprejfed, weak, and 
fmall ; but, m phlegmon, fever is 2i proper attendant 
of the difeafe, and the. pulfe marking it, is always 
qidck, ftrong, tenfe, ^nd full. 



Sect. 13. Of the Biftinciions betwixt Cancer and 
Scrophula. 

TN looking into many authors who treat of Can- 
cer, we find it, and the former difeafe of Scro- 
phula, often confounded, and referred to one 

cqmmon 
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common caufe. This more readily takes place 
where Scrophula occurs, as it fomctimes does in 
advanced life. We fliall, therefore, endeavour 
here, to point out the mcfl material diftindions 
betwixt the two difeafes. 

1. The Jirft diftinSiion to be obferved, is in their 
feat. 

There are two fets of glands in the body, the 
one fecretory, the other lymphatic. The former, 
we find, always the feat of fchirrus; and any gland 
of this defcription, may become axFeded with a 
Cancerous difpofition ; but the lymphatic, or abfor^ 
bent glands, are never the primary feat of this af- 
fedion, though they become tainted by abforpiioa 
from a neighbouring part, in the fame way, only, as 
every part is liable, from its conneflion with ano- 
ther, to the attack of the fame difeafe in its 
progrefs. Jience, praditioners of the greateft 
experience declare, that they have never met 
with one unequivocal inftance 2l priraary fchirrus 

?Ln abforbent gland. On the other hand, the 
lymphatic glands are tho. peculiar feat of Scrophula', 
^nd it is on this account, that many authors have 
conlidered Scrophula as entirely a difeafe of the 
lymphatic fyftem. Br Cullcn exprefsly views it, 
as owing to a ^m^/iiar conftitution of this fyflem, 
and wherever any part of this fyftem appears in- 
durated, at any period of life, v;e fliould be a httle 
doubtful of its nature. 

2. The fecond diilmction to be remarked, is, in 
the ftate of the folid, chura^ter'ifing the two difeafes. 

In 
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In Scrophula, there is always obfervable ^Jl^c-^ 
cidity and debility of [olid at the period at which 
the dileafe firfl appears, and this being removed 
at a certain time of life, the difeafe often departs. 

In Cancer, there is generally no apparent fault 
of [olid, in the fjftem in general, except in the dif 
eafed part, where, in the end, a want of cohefion^ 
the elfecT: of the morbid poifon, evidently appears, 
and there only. 

In Scrophula, then, the defcdt feems to be in 
the tone or vigour. In Cancer, perhaps, more in 
the conftituent principles of which the folid is com- 
poftd, and chiefly in that part where the difeafe 
is feated, 

3. The thirds and moft important diftindion 
betwixt the two difeafes, lies in the nature of the 
difcharge. 

In Cancer we have feen there is always pre- 
fent a deleterious hepatifed ammonia, proving a faU 
vent of the animal fibre, and Ihewing the fluid pof- 
fe/Ted of a highly faline ftate. In Scrophuia there 
feems, fimply, a fuperahundaiice of ferofity, and 
want of union betwixt the parts of the fluid. Any 
acrimony acquired, is merely the efledi: of ftagna- 
tion ; hence no infedion can be communicated 
by it. 

4. The fourth diftindion is in the feelings of 
the part, communicated by the two difeafes. In 
Scrophula there is generally little or no pain. The 
fivcUings are of an i?idolent nature, and the changes 
AiQfoJoiv, that till the escternal teguments become 

affedcd^ 
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afFeded, there is little uneafmefs from the difeafe. 
In Cancer again, the fenfations of pain are acute ^ 
either of a /harp lancilating nature^ darting, as it 
•were, deep through the part ; or there prevails a 
fenfe of burning heat, or difagreeable itchinefs ; 
and thefe feelings, though occafionally fufpended, 
are yet frequent in their recurrence. 

5. Th^ fifth diftindion that may be noticed 
betwixt the two difeafes, is in the different periods 
of life at which their attacks are moll liable to 
take place. Thus Scrophula is almofl: entirely a 
difeafe of youth, and is moft frequent from the age 
of four to puberty, at which period the external fpe- 
cies, except deep rooted, generally difappear. 
Cancer, again, is, for the moft part, a difeafe of 
age, at leaft it is never known till long after the 
age of puberty ; and its moft frequent victims are 
after the age of forty, in both fexes, a period of life 
when moft of the forms of Scrophula difappear. 
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PART III. 
Treatment of Cancer, 



A view of the treatment of Cancer is one of 
thofe circumftances which fhews the ineffi- 
cacy of every boafted theory that has been formed 
of the difeafe. In entering upon it, it is proper we 
fliould recall, to the attention of praditioners, 
what has already been taken notice of in the pre- 
ceding part, viz. Jirjl, the morbid circumftances, 
that, fromobfervation, feem, in almoft every cafe, 
to precede the difeafe ; and, 2dfy, thofe which 
oppofe the action of remedies upon it, when 
formed. 

The former confift of, 

1 . The obftrudion, or impaired ftate, of fome 
principal difcharge. And 

2. The acrimony, or faulty compofition of the 
fyftem of fluids. 

Thefe two I confider as ;n fome meafure con- 
neded, and in a greater or lefs degree, alrnoft the 
conftam forehumers of this malady. 

The circumftances, again, that oppofe the ac- 
tion of remedies upon the difeafe, are 

S b J, The 
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1. The period of life at which Cancer takes 
place, when the powers of the fyftem, partictilar- 
ly of the glandular, or fecreting part, are begin- 
ning to be, or are already too languid ; and, 

2. The efl'ects of the long continued and ob- 
fcure carcinomatous infiammation of the part, Vv^hich 
generally lays the foundation of the malady, be- 
fore being perceived; and thus induces the al- 
tered organization, counterading any favourable 
efforts that might be made by means of general 
remedies, to complete a cure. 

The treatment of Cancer has been conduced 
on three feveral plans ; by attaldng it, either con- 
Jlitutionally^ locally, or both', and we fliall obferve, in 
each of thefe, how far a regard has been paid to 
the preceding morbid circumilances enumerat- 
ed. 



Sect. I. Of the ConJlitiitionalTreatnient, 

'T^ HE conjiitiitional treatment of Cancer, is pro- 
perly divided into the radical and palliative. 
The former has been chiefly aimed at ; but its 
want of fuccefs has induced moft praditioners, of 
late, rather to content themfelves with the latter. 
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I. RADICAL. 

The /Yz^^/Za?/ treatment has confiited in the ufe 
of remedies of three different kinds. 

ThQjirJi are certain fubftances of a fuppofed 
alterative nature, proceeding on the principle of 
an exilling predifpofition. 

The fecojid are direct Jlhnulants, either of the 
faline or mineral clafs, employed to alTcft the 
powers of the living folid. And, 

The third are the narcotic tribe, Avhich acl, by 
reprelFmg the prevailing morbid irritation, and 
thus allow the natural powers of the fjiiem to 
operate for the removal of the difeafe. 

The firjt fet of remedies has received the com- 
mon appellation of fweetening medicines, from their 
fuppofed action in correcting the vitiated fluids. 
They conlifl: of the different woods, as the Sarfa, 
Guiac, Sajfafras, China, Serpentaria, &-c. : They 
are generally ufed in decoclion ; but from their 
fenfible qualities, their powers feem too vweal; to 
deferve being employed in this difeafe. Their 
ufual forms are, the DecoBion of Woods, and Lif- 
hon Diet Drink ; more rarely they have been pre- 
ferred in fubftance. 

The Jec^nd fet of remedies are the moll power- 
ful, and depend, for their ad-ion, on a Jlrong ftimu- 
lus, differently modified, according to their nature 
and the different alterations they have undergone 
by pharmaceutical, and chemical treatment. 

Bb2 V/e 
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We fhall examine the articles of this clafs fe- 
paratelj. 

Iron, (Ferrum.) 

Of Iro7i^ the chief preparation ufed in this dif- 
eafe, has been the Flores Martiales^ highly extol- 
led bj Mr Jnilamond. This medicine he carried 
gradually to the length of two drams in the eourfe 
of the day ; but its virtue was confined only to a 
temporary appearance of cure, which yielded foon 
to the inevitable progreliion of the difeafe. At 
the fame time, it was obferved, that the general 
health was amended fomewhat under its ufe. In 
the fchirrous ftate of the affedion, the author goes 
the length of regarding this medicine, as highly 
fpecific, and that the progrefs of the difeafe, if 
carried fufficiently far, may be retarded by it ; at 
all times a defireable, and, in particular lituations, 
a nioft fortunate circumftance. If, however, 1 offer 
an opinion of its real merits, I would fay that it can 
be viewed in no other light, than as a powerful to- 
nic; and like all medicines of this clafs, it may, for a 
little time, fufpend the morbid adtion, though, in 
doing this, it is no way entitled to any fpecific 
praife ; nay, the progrefs of the difeafe, will be 
even more rapid after this fufpenfion, than if it 
had not been exhibited. 

The Blue Vitriol has been alfo introduced, as 
poffeffed of acT:ive powers over this difeafe, and 
tried by a practitioner at Paris. His fuccefs 

with 
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M'hh it ho^vever, was not equal to his exaggerated 
praifes; and, out of feven patients entrufted to his 
care, at the Hotel Dieu, onlj one, we are inform- 
ed, was really cured. In its operation it proved 
violently emetic; a circumftance which muft ren- 
der its exhibition fo unfafe, that the remedy is, 
perhaps, worfe than the difeafe. 

Mercury, (Argentum Vivum.) 

In this difeafe, praiflitioners have been fon- 
der of having recourfe to M^t^tzz/j, than the for- 
mer mineral, and reafoning, from analogy, of its 
powerful effects over the venereal poifon, their 
hopes were certainly well founded. There are, 
no doubt, on record, a number of cures (of what 
was fuppofed this malady,) having been accom- 
pli flied through means of it; but they are few, 
when compared with the cafes of its failure, and 
the inftances of its noxious effects. We have, 
therefore, fome reafon to doubt, whether thofe 
inftances related of its fuccefs, were real cafes of 
Cancer ; general opinion, the bell criterion of 
fuccefs, has now decided againll its exhibition at 
all in this difeafe. The particular circumftances 
of the few cafes in which its efficacy becomes ap- 
pealed to, have not been accurately noted ; and 
if it is to be employed here, I fhoiild conceive 
tliat advantage is only to be expeded in the firil 
ibige of the affeaion, when fimple obftruaion, 
not altered organization, forms the difeafe ; in the 

latter 
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latter cafe, by haftening ulceration, a natural 
confequence of its adion, it muft do harm. 

There is indeed one form of the difeafe, fchir- 
rus of the liver, in which Mercury is found and 
acknowledged to be fpecific. We have reafori 
therefore to conclude, as it is by no means infal- 
lible even here, that the difeafe, in this organ, is 
longer of palling into the adlual fchirrous ftate, than 
elfewhere ; and that it is fuccefsfal, under the 
fame circumilances 1. have mentioned above. 
The different forms in which Mercury has been 
ufed in Cancer, are either in that of the Blue Fill, 
in fmall dofes of Calo??iel, according to the prac- 
tice of Drs Buckner and Gmelin, who have ex- 
prefsly written differtations on the fpecific powers 
of this particular preparation ; or it has been 
more frequently employed in the form of Cor- 
rojive Sublimate, largely diffufed, firil recommend- 
ed by the celebrated Dr Sanchez of Lifl3on, 
whofe pradice is detailed at length in Halier's 
colledion. 

But, ftill latter than either of thefe modes of 
pradtice, the combination of Merciny with Anti- 
mony, has been ftrongly contended for, as render- 
ing it a fafe remedy by Dr Rowley ; and he has 
even advanced cafes of its fucceis on this plan. 
His general opinion, however, fcems to be, that it is 
chiefly to be depended on in the firft ftage of the 
malady. When joined with a flrid: regimen, and 
given in fmall dofes, continued long, it promifes 

to 
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to be often fuccefsful ; though this pradice re- 
quires farther confirmation. 

Arsenic, (Arsenicum Album.) 

Thus difappointed in their exhibition of Mer- 
cury, praditioners next turned their views to a 
more powerful article of the fame clafs, Arfenic ; 
and it of late has been more univerfally employed 
againft this malady, than any other mineral what- 
ever ; but I muft add, with a confidence in its 
powers, which neither reafon, experience, nor 
even humanity feem to fandion. Though pre- 
fcribed by a number of praditioners, in the cure 
of intermittents, particularly of the quartan form, 
previous to his time, in this difeafe, it was firft 
recommended on the authority of Mr Febure. 
He gave it in folution, in the fame manner as the 
Corrojive Sublimate, beginning with a table-fpoon- 
full of a folution, containing fgur grains of the 
mineral to a pmt of diftilled water, taken every 
morning, falling, in milk, and increafing it every 
eight days, till the patient was brought to the 
length of fix table-fpoonfuls a day. Though it 
has been employed by the generahty of pradition~ 
ers with a fparing and timed hand, on account 
of its well known deleterious qualities, yet, by a 
few fince Mr Febure's time, efpecially by Mr 
Juftamond, for the fake of trying its real efifed, 
it has been puflied to confiderable length; but, I 
am forry to add, with fuccefs in none but one cafe. 

He 
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He crave it, he informs us, to the extent of two 
grains a day, and was only deterred from conti-, 
nuing it in this dofe, by the manifeft injury which 
the general health feemed to fuftain from it. From 
an unlucky prejudice, however, in its favour, 
though no way confirmed by the detail of his own 
caies, he goes fo far as to confider this remedy, if 
ufed in fufficient quantity, as the real antidote 
againit the Cancerous poifon ; but furely, if he 
ufed it in a quantity greater than he found the 
conftitution could bear, and ftill it did not cure, 
if carried to a greater length, even were it fuccefs- 
ful, the remedy would certainly be worfe than the 
difeafe. This opinion, however, of Mr Juftamond, 
is ftrongly fupported by the practice of a French 
fiirgeon, Mr Ronnou. In acourfe of fifly years, we 
are told by this gentleman, he cured no iefs th^n 
twenty patients with this medicine, which he ufed 
both externally and internally. A fimilar prac- 
tice to this of Mr Ronnou, I am informed by 
Dr William Wright of Edinburgh, formerly of 
Jamaica, (a gentleman well known in the medi- 
cal world for his many valuable comm.unicatioris, 
and diftinguiflied, flill more, in private life, for 
his integrity and worth,) prevails in the Weft 
Indies, in that fpecies of the Cancerous ulcex 
which fucceeds /Wx, and that cares are complet- 
ed by it. To thefe fads, I Ihall add the report 
ot another practitioner of this place, who con- 
tends, that m a lang courfe of practice, he has 
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cured no lefs than thirty cafes of Cancer, employ- 
ing it in the fame manner as mentioned by Dr 
Wright. 

Yet, in fpite of thefe very llrong recommen- 
dations, from all that I have had occafion my- 
felf to obferve, I cannot perceive that the ac- 
tion of Arfcnic, is any way different from that of 
Mercury, except in the degree of its ftimulus. In 
a variety of cafes in which I have tried it, both 
limply, and with different combinations, and after 
having pufhed it to confiderable length, I have 
found it totally inadequate to elfed: a cure. It 
may be remarked alfo, of tlie above fuccefsful 
cafes, how fmall the number was when compared 
with the whole that mull have fallen under the 
care of thefe praftitioners, daring a term of ib 
many years. Thefe fuccefsful cafes, then, are to be 
confidered, rather as exceptions to a general rule, 
and miuft have been conneded with circumftances 
of a peculiar nature, different from genuine Cancer, 
which have been overlooked. On thefe circum- 
ftances the fuccefs muft have depended. Indeed, to 
reafon merely on the operation of Arfinic^ I would 
aver, that its effed, and that of the whole tribe of 
minerals, can only be to ftimulate the fyftem, and, 
by this, unavoidably to increafe the inflammation 
of the difeafed part, thin the fohd, and thus favour 
its pafling into ulceration : Hence a manifeft aggra- 
vation of fymptoms mufl enfue. If, to this con- 
fideration, we add the highly deleterious ef- 
feclsofthis mineral on the conftitution, it be- 
^ c comes 
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comes tben more exceptionable than any other ; 
and even^ if ufeful as a palliative, that circum- 
ftance muft always prevent its being long perfifted 
in, as difeafetf, more fatal, muft be expected to 
fucceed its exhibition, than even that againft 
which it is employed. 

But to obviate, as far as poflible, tbefe delete- 
rious qualities of vthe mineral, fuppofing them to 
arife, chiefly, from its mode of introdudlioii into 
the fyftem, and its adion on the firft pafTages, a 
propofai has been made to adminifter this remedy 
externally, by abforption through the teguments. 
For this purpofe, a method is fuggefted by a Mr 
Sherwin, of increaling the foiubility of the Arfe- 
nic, by joining it w^ith equal parts of Cryjlalh of 
Tartar], and, in this faline ftate, it is i*eadily 
taken up when rubbed on the hands, or other 
parts of the external furface ; perhaps, indeed, 
the fafeft method is, to reduce the mineral always 
to a faline ftate, and ufe it only in this form. In 
this way it has, of late, been introduced into 
pradice by feveral phyficians, againft other dif- 
eafes, particularly Intermittents, Epilepfy, &c. 
but I have not heard of its being much tried 
in this form in the prefent malady. 

Antimony, (Antimonium.), 

In difmifting the lubjcd of Arfenic, we are next 
led to mention the ufe of An'lmmy againft this 
^ifeafe. From its poiTeiliDg an arienical prin- 
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ciple, the fame effecl may be expiecled to follow 
its exhibition, as thq former article, except in a 
lefs pov/eifal degree. The form in which it has 
been prefcribed here, is that of the A?itimomal 
Pills, it feems a favourite ingredient in the pre- 
fcriptions of Dr Rowley. 

Tin, (Stannum.) 

The fame may be faid of Tin, which owes its 
activity entirely to the fame deleterious or arfe- 
nical principle ; one-eighth part of this mineral 
being generally found mixed in powdered tin. 

MURIATED BaRYTES, (BaRYTES MuRIATA). 

A more modern remedy than any of the above, 
lately brought into notice, is the Muriated Bary- 
tes. It was firft recommended by Dr Adair Craw- 
ford, and, from its fenfible qualities, feems to pof- 
fefs adive powers ; but, except in two cafes re- 
lated by Dr Crawford himfelf, it has failed in the 
hands of every other praditioner. It was given 
by him in the quantity of from four to twenty 
drops, twice a day, being entirely regulated by 
the ftate of the ftomach, though, when carried 
even to this length, it feems to have produced 
difagreeable fymptoms : When fuccefsful, he re- 
lates, it increafed the flow of urine, and fhewed 
C c 2 
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an amendment of the appetite and general health. 
As this medicine is, by Dr Crawford's own ac- 
count, fo often contaminated with different Me- 
tallic Salts, it is, perhaps, as much to this conta- 
mination, as to any thing elfe, that it owes its 
medical powers. At any rate, late experience has 
confirmed its inefficacy in this difeafe. 

Borax. 

From the peculiar nature Borax, a fubftance 
whofe virtues are, as yet, little underftood, I was 
induced to make fome experiments with it in 
this difeafe. The refult of thefe was in its favour, 
as a palliative remedy againft the itage of ulcera- 
tion ; for it evidently fhewed an efFecl on the dif- 
charge, both in leiTening its quantity, and melior- 
ating its appearance ; but, while it produced thefe 
benehcial effects, it increafed, in fome degree, the 
fchirrous itate. 

Electricity, (Aura Electrica.) 

In enumerating the different remedies in this 
difeafe, the ufe of Elc5iricity muft not be omitted. 
It can only ad:, however, in the ftage of fwelHng ; 
and many cafes of the refolution of fchirrus, are 
related by writers on the fubjec^: of EleEtricity, 
It? firft introdudion into pradice, in this difeafe, 
arofe from the accidental cure of a lady in Ire- 
land, 
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kncl, by a ilroke of lightning, as related by Dt 
Eafon, in the Medical Commentaries. But, from 
this application not being often lued, we are a- 
fraid, it is, either a remedy not fo fuccefsful, whea 
applied by the hands of 7n(2?i ; or that its other 
bad eifefts on the fyftera in general, when long 
continued, prevent its being employed. 

Lizard, (Lacerta.) 

As fomewhat connected with the clafs of re- 
medies we are at prefent enumerating, in its mode 
of action, (which has been compared to that of 
Mercury,) may be mentioned a medicine of the 
animal kingdom, employed as a fpeciiic againfl: this 
difeafe. We have the account of it in the Tranf- 
adions of the Royal Society of ivledicine at Paris, 
being the tranllation of a Spanifli Memoir on the 
fubject. In the province of Guatimala in New Spain, 
we are informed that the ufe of the fmall Green 
Liz-^-rd is common in the cure of Cancer, and at- 
tended with the greateil fuccefs in the ulcerated 
ftac;e. Two or three of thefe animals are direct- 
ed to be fwallowed daily, on an empty ftomaca, 
being firlt prepared by Winning them, and cut- 
ting off their heads and tails. Their operation is 
attended with Urong fyniptoms of fever, vvi. great 
heatJiveating,^udfallvatiGn', but the faccefs is 
very fuddtn, generally in the courfe of three or 
four days a cure is effe^ied. This pradice is faid 
to have been very common among the Indians in 

South 
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South America. It was attempted by the Spa- 
nifh phyficians with the Lizard of their own 
country ; the circumflance of its being exhibited 
newly killed, preventing any being procured 
from America : But experience has fhewn the 
fame inefficacy of it in Europe, as that of 
many other boafted Indian fpecifics ; and this 
remedy has the farther objediion to it, in be- 
ing highly difagreable to the patient, though 
this laft circumftance might be fomewhat remov- 
ed, by forming it into pills. 

From the clafs of direB Jlimulants, the principal 
of which employed in this difeafe we have now 
enumerated, we proceed, in the laji place, to 
examine the tribe of Narcotics. 

Hemlock, (Conium Maculat.) 

Of the narcotic tribe, HeniJock ftands here at 
the head of the lift. , It was tlie fubftance ufed 
by the antients for poifoning criminals, and be- 
came, firft, regularly introduced into medicine, for 
internal ufe, on the authority of Baron Storck, af- 
ter having afcertained the fafety of its exhibition 
in his own perfon. Like moft new medicines, it 
has been both over-rated and undervalued in an 
improper degree. Truth, however, never lies in 
extremes : That cures in this difeafe have been 
niade by Hemlock, is vouched by the moft re- 
fpe^table authorities; that it has oftener failed, 
is equally true ; and it becomes, therefore, of fome 

confe- 
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confequence, to determine in what cafes it may 
be depended on, and in v/hat not. From a con- 
fideration of the hiftory of Cancer, formerly deli- 
vered, it will evidently appear, that it is only in 
the fu-ft ilage of the difeafe, that a cure by Hem^ 
lock, or indeed by any other article of the Narcotic 
tribe, can be effectual. For if the deflrudion 
of organization, or actual fchirrus, has commen- 
ced, it is clear, that no refolution can take place ; 
the tumor can only be leffened by the pro- 
cefs of fuppuration, which requires the buriling 
of the teguments. I formerly endeavoured to 
prove, however, that no accurate judgement can 
be always formed, when ihtfirjl ft age of the dif- 
eafe is terminated, and the attual fchirrus begun. 
In many cafes, the folids being lax, the ftate of 
fimple obftrudion will remain, even though the 
fweiling is pretty confiderable in fize ; while in 
others, where the folids are more tenfe, a deftruc- 
tion of organization will take place, even though 
the tumor is fmall, and we might fuppofe, from 
appearance, fimple obftrudion alone prevailed. 
As this remedy then, it would appear, was more 
fuccefsful with Baron Storck in the ilage of fwei- 
ling, than of ulceration, I can account for it only 
in this way. His veracity I would by no means 
think of impeaching; and efpecially when a num- 
ber of his cafes were fanctioned by the venerable 
authority of Van Sweiten, and others. At the 
fame time I doubt, if, in his cafes, the Baron ad- 
hered always llriclly to fchirrus; for many of them 

appear 
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appear to have been fwellings from Scrophula, or 
at ieaft of a doubtful nature. Yet even .though 
this may have been the cafe, fiill there is no room 
for that fcepticifm, fo illiberally betrayed by many 
authors on this fubjeft, and by none more than 
the late Mx Hill, furgeon at Dumfries, who, from 
iiis prepofreiilon in flivour of extirpation, has de- 
cried the Hemlock with the moH imjuftinable pre- 
judice, and has gone even the length cf afllrming, 
" that were it his misfortune to have a Cancer, 

even of the llighteft kind, he would not delay 
*^ a fugle hour in expeclation of a cure from 
*Vthe ufe of the Ilefnloc/-: ;^' an affertion which, 
I am afraid, will, in moft cafes, apply as well to 
extirpation as to the Hemlock, 

From the, general ufe of this remedy, it has 
been exhibited in almoft every form Oipowdei^pill^ 
mixture^ hoJus^ 6^c. When ufed, it iliould not be 
too young, but gathered when its liowers dechne, 
for, at this time, its powers are Uroiigeil ; and as 
it is fenfibly weakened by the adion of fre, its 
recent powder is, perhaps, its befc form. It may 
be begun v/ith fix grains in the day, and gra- 
dually increafed to the length of feventy, or even 
upvvards ; but as it is a medicine very apt to vary 
in its ftrength, from the difierent circumfcances 
of its age, growth, &c. the belt rule, that no dan- 
ger may attend its ufe, is to begin with a fmall 
dofe, and carry it to fuch length, as to fliew fen- 
fible efiea:s, by touching the head and fiomach ; 
and in this way it has been brought to 120 grains 

a 



OF CANCER. 



209 



a day : Nay, one cafe is mentioned in the 37th 
volume of the Journal of Medicine, of 360 grains 
of the extrad being daily ufed. The fymptoms 
that mark its adion in an over- dofe, are a giddi- 
f2efs, afFedting the bead, and motions of the eyes, as 
if fomething pufhed them outwards ; a Jlight Jick- 
nefs, and trembling agitation of the body. When 
thefe occur, it ihould be pufhed no farther. It 
is proper alfo, at times, to interrupt its ufe. Its 
operation is always flow, and a year, or longer, is 
often required before being fuccefsful. A new- 
form, in which it has been, of late applied, is 
that of a bath, firft introduced, with fuccefs, acr 
cording to report, into Germany j but this re- 
commendation has had little influence in this 
country, it being highly inconvenient in its ap- 
plication. Even Mr Juflamond, the author who 
firfl made this pradice known in Britain, could 
almoft never prevail on his patients to employ it. 
It was always, when employed, attended with 
fymptoms of a flrong fymptomatiq fever, and a 
large difcharge of matter from the fores, with no 
tendency to granulation. One remarkable cafe, 
however, of its fuccefs in this form, occurred in 
the pradice of Dr R, Plamilton. Its effeds were 
fo fpeedy, and fo conclufive, as to render it en- 
titled to a farther apphcation. In this cafe, it 
was obferved, that no granulation of the ulcer 
took place, but the fides contraded every d^y, 
till they became contiguous, after which.: th,ey 
united ifrom the bottom upwards. 
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I have been the more particular on the Hem- 
lock, as the fame obfervations on its action apply 
to the whole of the Narcotic tribe, and they will 
not, therefore, need to be repeated. It is the cir- 
cumftances alone in which they differ from each 
other, that will deferve to be pointed out. 

Deadly Nightshade, (Belladonna.) 

Next to the Hemlock, for its powers over this 
difeafe, ftands the Deadly Night-Jhade. That 
cures have been made with it, under the fame cir- 
cumftances of the difeafe as by the Hemlock, there 
is little doubt; but that it has as frequently fail- 
ed, muft be alfo admitted. It was firft introduced 
into pradtice againft this difeafe by Dr Aiberti, 
in his differtation at Hall. It was afterwards 
farther recommended by Profeffor Lambergen of 
Groningen, who, like Storck with the Hemlock, 
firft tried the fafety of its exhibition on his own 
perfon ; and alfo by Dr Munck. On the autho- 
rity of thefe authors, it has been frequently em- 
ployed fince by a number of praftitioners, with 
various fuccefs. At the fame time it muft be ob- 
ferved, that the filence now held refpedling its 
virtues, is the beft. proof it has not deferved all 
the reputation its firft recommenders beftowed 
upon it. One of the moft convincing proofs, 
however, of its good eftefts, is related by Dr Cul- 
len, where, though it did not complete a cure, 
ftill it ftiowed ftrong pow"ers over the difeafe ; for 
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being ufed for a time, and then laid afide for 
an equal length of time, the progrefs of the 
maladv correfponded entirely to thefe periods 
of its life and fufpenfion* When fuccefsful, it is 
generally attended with evacuations, particularly 
by fweat or urine. It is the leaves of the plant that 
are preferred, and they are employed in every form. 
The infujion has been known to bring on a dif- 
agreeable drynefs, or flriclure of the throat, which 
has often prevented its being pufhed to proper 
lengths. It is begun with a grain dofe, and gra- 
dually increafed, the powder of the dried leaves 
is now preferred to the infulion. 



WoLFESBANE, (ACONITUM.) 

WoLFESBANE is auothcr remedy of this clafs, 
which, from fome experiments of Dr Storck, is 
faid to have been fuccefsful in the cure of this 
malady, where the Hemlock failed. Its effedls I 
have never had experience of, and, therefore, I can 
offer no farther opinion of its nature, than as pof- 
feffing the fame general principle of adion with 
the former article, and being highly deleterious, 
which a number of fatal inftances have unfortu- 
nately proved ; the fame fuccefs may, therefore, be 
expected from its exhibition. It is given, either 
in the form of extra£l, or tmSlure ; in the former, 
two grains of the infpiflated juice are rubbed with 
two drams of fu^ar ; and of this ten grains are 
given night and morning. In the ktter, one 
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part of the leaves is ufed to fixteen of the fpirit, 
and forty drops make a dofe. 

Henbane, (Hygsciamus.) 

Henbane is another powerful remedy of the 
fame clafs, firft introduced, like the former, into 
modern practice by Dr Storck, againft this mala- 
dy ; but it has been employed as an anodyne from 
the earlieft periods of medical hiftory, by the fii-ft 
phyficians. For ufe, it is preferred in the form of 
extras from the leaves, and being begun with the 
quantity of half a grain, it has been gradually 
extended to the length of half a dram. 

Laurel Water, (Aqua Laurocerasi.) 

The Laurel Water has been tried by Profeflbr 
Richter of Gotingen in various ways, in the ex- 
tent, of from forty to fixty drops. No fuccefs 
over the difeafe, as far as we are informed by 
him, attended its ufe ; and as it produced dyfen- 
teric, and other morbid fymptoms, it feemed an 
application unfafe to be periilled in. 

VoMic Nut, (Nux Vomica.) 

Along with thefe Narcotics, I have frequently 
joined the ufe of the Fomic Nut, an article poireif- 
ing both ftrong Tonic, as well as Narcotic powers. 

But 
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But from all the trials I have been able to 
make, any advantage derived from its ufe was 
confined to the ulcerated Hate, and while it gave 
a more cleanly appearance to the fore, it evident- 
ly increafed the fchirms, and occalioned its aug- 
mentation. 

Thefe are the principal articles of the Narco^ 
tic tribe, employed againft the prefent malady 
Many others may, perhaps, be added to them, 
and I am informed, that among the Turks, feve- 
ral Narcotics are ufed very fuccefsfully, unknown 
to the praditioners of this country ; but whatever 
their powers may be in this refped, Hill the ge- 
neral principle of thefe remedies is the fame ; 
and whatever other combination of quality they 
unite with then' Narcotic virtue, the fame may 
be fupphed by our jundion of the Narcotics 
known, with other remedies. 



2. PALLIATIVE. 

This finilhes our examination of the fitfl part 
of the Conjlitutional treatment of Cancer, or that 
employed with 2i Radical mew; but phyficians 
failing, for the moft part, as was formerly ob- 
ferved, of fuccefs, with thefe various remedies 
enumerated, and defpairing of getting acquainted 
with any fpecijics capable of effeding a cure, have, 
for fome time pa/1, from feeing their attempts 
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frequently increafe the violence of the malady, 
contented themfelves folely with a palliative mode 
of relief. 

This has differed in its principles, according to 
the different ftages of the difeafe. 

In thQ firjl, or fchirrous flate, it has been ap- 
plied to check the progrefs of the timior by ob- 
viating inflammation, and relieving pain. 

In the fecond, or ulcerous ftage, the fame end is 
attempted, by counter aEiing debility ^ and refl:rainlng 
the power of the HeSlic. 

Firfl Stage. 

The indications of the former are executed by 
a Jiri6l antiphlogijiic courfe^ particularly in the ufe 
of fmall bleedings from the difeafed part, repeated 
on any increafe of pain, or figns of increaiing in- 
flammation, fo as to retain the fwelling in an in- 
dolent itate. With this, is joined the occafional 
exhibition of f aline purgatives, of a refrigerant na- 
ture ; and alfo, though more rarely, mild diapho- 
retics, to preferve the excretion of furface. This 
is the pradtice ftrongly recommended by Dr 
Rowley, and is faid to have been even fpecific in 
a number of inftances. In cafes of pain, an 
occafional anodyne is likewife had recourfe to. 

Connefted with thefe principles, and w^hicli 
might form even part of this courfe, though, as 
yet little adopted, we have the account from Mr 
Pouteau, of a curious pradice employed by a 

Capuchin 
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Capuchin of Malta, named the Cold Water DoSlor. 
This practice confifted in a very rigid abjiirmice, 
with the ufe of ahnoft nothing but Ice Water, and 
this regimen, or Water Diet, was to be continued, 
according to a ce/tain plan, for the fpace of two 
months. In one perfon, he informs us, a com- 
plete cure of the difeafe was by this means ef- 
fedled ; and in feveral who liad not perfeverance 
to ^oViov^ it out, the difeafe was, however, much 
mitigated. The fads of Pouteau, he being rather 
a uhimfical theorift, are fomewhat fufpicious; but 
this praclice has been repeated bv Mr Pearfon 
of London, in feveral cafes oT uterine affeStion, of 
which he gives a detail, and in every cafe where 
this rigid abftinence was perfevered in, a manifeft 
alleviation of fymptoms occurred. To render 
this plan lefs objectionable, he alfo adds, that the 
patients did not fall off much under its ufe. 
This would certainly j^ioint out the diet befl fuited 
to the nature of the dileafe. 

The advantage of that part of the antiphlogif- 
tic praclice, which confiils in the ufe of both to- 
pical and general bleeding, has been ftrongly en- 
forced by Mr Fearon, furgeon in London, who 
indeed conlidersit as haviiig effected in a number 
of cafes, a complete cure, and as being really a 
fpecific for this malady. That the difeafe, in its 
firft Itage, may be not only fufpended by this 
treatment ; but even, perhaps, removed, may be 
readily admitted \ but in the fubfequent period 
I am convinced, that a good deal more than 
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fimple bleeding is required to produce a cure ; as 
a proof of which, v;e often find it equally obfti- 
nate in thofe women, that labour under hemor^ 
rhagia, (or flooding), as others, even where the 
quantity difcharged is much more confiderable 
than what is taken away by venefedion. Its 
only efFed, at a late period, can he to reduce 
the fwelling of the cojitiguous parts about the fchir- 
rus, and in this way it may do fervice. But even 
this fhews that the topical bleeding will be more 
effedual than the general one, and this lalt indeed 
Ihould never be had recourfe to for that purpofe. 

Second Stage. 

The indications of the ulcerated ftage are ful- 
filled by the ufe of tonics, particularly the barh, 
a plentiful exhibition of Acids and Neutral Salts, as 
the Saline fulap, Spiritus Mindereri, &~c ; and 
where the irritation is firong, the fame recourfe 
muft be had to Opiates, as in the former ftage ; 
and it is aftonifhing to what length it is often ne- 
celTary, in this cafe, to carry them. Indeed, in 
the end of the difeafe, efpecially where it attacks 
a principal part, they become the only folace of 
the miferable patient, though often a very inef- 
fectual one. 
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Sect. 2. Of the Local Treatment of Cancer, 

"PROM the Conftitutioiial, I proceed now to 
the Local Treatment of Cancer ; which, Hke 
the former, has been conduced, either with a 
Radical, or Palliative view. The Local treatment 
muft have been the moft ancient ; for it would 
require experience, and reafoning, before men 
could trace the connexion of the difeafe with the 
Gonititution at large, 

I. RADICAL. 

The Radical treatment of this difeafe we find 
often fuccefsful. In accomplifiiing it, two me- 
thods have been geneiallj emplojed, the ufe of 
Caujlics and Extirpation. 

Caustics, 

The 7?fy?Cauftics have been apphed under a vaft 
variety of forms, and many of them have acquir- 
ed great celebrity to their inventors, from the 
time of Hippocrates to the prefent day. Under 
certain limitations, they have received fome de- 
gree of approbation from many iiril-rate prac- 
E ^ titioners ; 
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titioners ; but, at beft, they will be found very 
limited and uncertain expedients. 

I Ihall enumerate a few of the moft famous of 
thefe applications. 

Fufcbius, an Italian, we are informed, performed 
many cures of this diCeafe, with a powder of this 
kind, which he termed che Foudre Benite, ovBIefed 
Foisuder. Its compofition was of Arjenic^ Snake- 
root, and Soot, 

The fame we are told by Van Helmont, of 
another practitioner, who employed Arfenic, mix- 
ed with Baljam of Sulphur. 

I'allopius ufed, in particular cafes, Arfenic and 
Nitre^ which he termed Caujlicum ad Cancro^. 

In modern times, thefe remedies have been 
equally frequent. 

Many cures have been made with the Arundel 
Powder, a compofition of Arfenic and Sal Ammo- 
niac, as given by the late Mr Juftamond. 

Mackaile, a Scots praditioner, fuccefsfully em- 
ployed the Lapis Infernalis. 

Gendron aflares us of the fame fuccefs from 
his Caiiflic. 

Plunket's Powder, is known to have been a 
compofition of Arfenic and Flowers of Sulphur^ 
along with the powder of the Water Crossfoot, 
(Ranunculus flammeus), made up into a palte 
with yolk of egg, and its reputation has been 
eftabliilied, beyond a doubt, in many inftances. 

Still more lately, the fuccefs of Mr Guy of 
London, from- a compofition of the fame kind, has 
1)een witueiTed by the moft refpeclable practition- 
ers. 
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ers. This gentleman indeed, publilhed a feled 
coi!ecHon of cafes cured by this remedy ; and 
though he leaves us in the dark with refpedl to 
its real compofition, yet, from the defcription of 
his cures, as well as the opinion of his cotempora- 
ries, there cannot remain a doubt of his employ- 
ing a Caiijlic application in one form or other ; 
an application which he was by no means wilhng 
to admit. Indeed the fads related by Mr Guy 
himfelf, of his practice, fuiTiciently eftablilh the 
nature of his remedy. The circumftances, he re- 
lates, as attending its adion in every cafe are : 

1. A feparation and eradication of the difeafed 
part, by the glands were often turned out 
entire. 

2. A degree of pain attending its application, 
often very confiderable. And 

3. The production of a good digejlion^ as a 
confequerice of the feparation of the difeafed 
parts. 

Thefe fads then, viz. a feparation of the dif- 
eafed parts, and of the glands, often entire, which, 
he tells us, the patients ufed to preferve in fpirits, 
and retain, could be efFeded, efpecially in fo fhort 
a time as he mentions, by no other means than a 
Gauftic remedy ; and his willi of an early applica- 
tion from his patients, while the difeafe was yet in its 
fchirrous ftate, and not too extenfive, is an additional 
proofofthe fame fad. From the well known efFeds 
of Arfenic in doing this with little pain, and very 
completely, there is no doubt that it formed a 
E e 2 principal 
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principal ingredient in his compofition. In the 
cafes of Mr Guy, two facts occur deferving atten- 
tion, viz. that he fucceeded more frequently in 
the ocult than ulcerated Cancer ; and alfo in the 
accidental than in the predifpofed. This will be 
eafily explained from the hiftory of the difeafe, 
and the divifion of it formerly made. 

BernharfTs Mixture, a remedy much ufed on 
the continent, muft not be omitted here. It is 
compofed chiefly of Arjenic, and artificial Cinna- 
bar, and by none has it been applied more fuc- 
ceisfully than by Profeffor Richter of Gottingen. 
It is made into a fort of pafte, and laid on the part 
pretty thick. Its gives little pain, and forms a 
cruil very foon ; on the feparation of which, if 
the fore is not clean, it is apphed afrefh; this, 
the Profeffor informs us, he has done to the 
length oi Jix tijnes, even with fuccefs at laft. 

The lafl; remedy of this kind that remains to 
be taken notice of, is Dr Martyn's Cancer Pow- 
der, of which an account is detailed in the Ame- 
rican tranfaclions by Dr Rufh. From the credit 
this medicine had acquired, Dr Rufti was induced 
to pay confiderable attention to it, with a viev/ 
to gain information of its real nature, which the 
author gave out to be entirely vegetable, and 
originally an Indian remedy. It was fuccefsful 
in the fame cafes from Dr Rufh's report, as Mr 
Guy's, where the difeafe was evidently of the ac- 
cidental fpecies, or llriftly local, and not exten- 
live. In its application, it occafioned fome pain, 
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inflammation, and difcharge. By the death of the 
inventor, a quantity of it was procured by Dr 
Rufli, and fubmitted to experiment, when its 
compofition appeared to be. clearly Arfemc, mix- 
ed with a vegetable fub/iance, the Powder of the 
Deadly Night Shade, (Beliadonna), in the pro- 
portion of a fortieth part of the mineral to one 
of the vegetable powder. 

I have been the more particular on thefe three 
laft apphcations, both as they are the lateft, and 
as they have given rife to imitations of the fame 
plan. Thus, as Arfenic appears clearly the pri?i- 
cipal2ind adllve ingredient in them, as well asin moll 
of the other Cauftics employed by Empyrics, regu- 
lar practitioners, of late, imitating the pradice, 
have attempted to employ it in the fame way, 
and that in the form of an impalpable powder^ 
plaijler, or ointment, either limply, or joined with 
Antimony, Sulphur, or even Mercury, in the form 
of Corrojive Sublimate. In all thefe cafes it has 
never acled otherwife than as a Jimple Cau/iic\ 
without any fpecific operation ; producing firft an 
efchar, and, on the fepatat ion of this, an apparent 
cleannefs of the fore, with no tendency to granu- 
late or cicatrize. The mildeft form of it is the oint- 
ment, which fliould be fpread very thin, and fhould 
contain but a fmall portion of Arfenic. In the form 
of plaijter it feems to have been ufed by Mr Guy ; 
and from the experiments of Mr Jultamond, it 
would appear, even in this iorm, to have been very 

quickly 
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quickly abforbed, fo as to produce often delete- 
rious efFeds on the fyfteai. 

Another imitation of the fame empyrical prac- 
tice, has been a Cciu/iic, formed of a foluiion of 
Iron and Sal Ammoniac^ with the addition of Oil 
of Vitriol, and Oil of Tartar. This was firfl pub- 
lilhed in the German Tranfadions, and was tried 
by Mr Juftamond, in Britain, both in the fchir- 
rous and ulcerated ftate of the difeafe. In the 
latter, the edges of the fore were gently touched 
by it, and the application made as often as the 
feelings of the patient could bear. Its efFed on 
the difeafe was no way different from the Arfenic, 
or other Cavftics, producing an efchar; on the 
removal of which, the fore, in fome cafes, took 
on a more favourable appearance. 

In the fame way, there is related in the Medical 
Commentaries, a mode of practice with the Corrojivs 
Sublimate, employed by Dr Willifon of Dundee. It 
is applied in the form of a fine powder, fprinkled 
from a pencil on the edges of the fore, which are 
previoufly bathed viith warm water. The whole is 
covered with a pedgit of Bafilicon, and allowed 
to remain on twenty-four hours, when, if the 
efchar is not loofe round all the edges, it is again 
covered up, and next day the fame operation is 
renewed with the corrofive, wherever the flough 
adheres. When all removed, it is then to be 
treated as a common fore. 

A fimilar pradice to that of Dr WiUifon, is re- 
lated by 1^1' Mofeley, as a certain cure of all the 

ex- 
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external forms of this difeafe in the Weft Incjies. 
Inftead of fprinkling the Suhlimats^ from a pencil, 
on the edges of the fore, a plaijter of Dlachtyon, 
with Gum, is cut to the extent of the Cancerous 
ulcer or tumor. If the fore or fwelling is the fize 
of a crown piece, on this p'aifter is fprinkled to 
the quantity of a dram of Corroftve Sublimate, 
and in this ftate it is applied to the difeafed part ; 
being allowed to remain on forty-eight hours, and 
at the end of that time, if the difeafed parts do 
not feem fully feparated, it is allowed to remain 
ftill longer. On being taken off, a Foultice is 
applied, with a little Olive Oil, and frequently re- 
newed till the whole Cancerous mafs comes away. 
The preference given to the Corrofroe, over the 
Arfenic, is from the former adingfolely on difeaf- 
ed, not found flefh ; and being hkewife a ftimu- 
lus to the adjacent parts, to throw off the difeafe. 
I cannot fee, however, that the Corrofive can aft 
in any other way than as u fimple Cauftic, and 
its application muft be allowed to be attended 
with much greater pain than even the Arfinic 

A peculiar Cauftic, ufed by fome praftitioners 
;n the ulcerated ftage, 1 muft not omit taking 
notice of here. It is the application of a burning 
glafs or to the part. The pain excited by 
this pradice, we are told, is much eafier to fup- 
port than that from any other Cauftic. After the 
daily cauterifation of the fore by this means, (and 
it requires a period of fome weeks to effect a cure), 
a comprefs, dipt in Jpirits, is applied over it, and 

the 
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the efchar is generally thrown off in the fpace of 
twentv-four hours, the furface below difpiajing 
a vermilion colour, and the cure is efFecTted with- 
out any lofs of fubftance. 

This perhaps may be confidered as a refinement 
on the old barbarous application of the actual 
cautery, a mode of practice, which 1 am forry to 
find recommended ftill in particular cafes, by a 
man of fo much authority and refpecl as ProfeiTor 
Richter. 

rrorn the hiftory, then, of thefe different appli- 
cations which i have novv^ enumerated, it ftands 
an undoubted fact, vouched by the moft refped- 
able authorities at different periods of medical 
hiftory, that Caujtics have been often fuccefsful 
in the cure of this difeafe, both in its occult and 
ulcerated ftage. It remains, therefore, before 
leaving the fubje6l, that I flioiild endeavour to 
eftablifli vv'hat particular circiimjianccs are ellen- 
tial to their fuccefs, when practitioners fhail deter- 
nrine on their ufe. 

It is clear that no Cauftic can act in any bthef 
way than by the dejlruction of the part to which 
it is applied ; and,, in order ""to be fuccefsful, it 
mufl reach beyond the feat of the difeafe. It 
mufl aSt deep, and not Jtmply irritate, but aciually 
deftroy. The chief diiiiculty, therefore, will be 
in determining the extent of the difeafe. In ac- 
cidental Cancer it is true, this extent may be ge- 
nerally determined by the ftate of the lymphatics 
leading to the part ; but in the predifpofed, which 

is 
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is the moH; frequent, tliis criterion will not apply. 
In many fchirrous fvvellings, alfo, from an acci- 
dental caufe, often the whole tumor is not in a 
fchirrous flate ; the application then will be fuc- 
cefsful, and has been fo, even if apphed to that 
part which has not taken on the dii'jafed or Jpe~ 
cific acTiion. 

But in applying a Cauftic to a real Cancerous 
fwelHng or fore, by not taking in the whole part 
affecTied, its adlion often proves but an added irrita- 
tion for extending the malady ; and hence we find 
the neighbouring lymphatics /welled after it. To in- 
fure, therefore, with certainty, the fuccefs of a 
Cauftic, its application rtiould be always extended 
beyond the feat of the difeafe, fo as to feparate it 
entirely, to its very bottom, from the found part ; 
and this part only fliould receive the adion of the 
remedy. It is from an attention to this circum- , 
fiance, I am convinced, that the pradice of the late 
Mr Guy, as well as of many others, acquired cele- 
brity. In the ufe oi Canjlics, the nicety feems to be, 
to determine that iheivjlrengtb be not fo great as 
to occafion much pain and inflammation, and yet 
fufficient to remove die difeafed part; a point 
which is only to be gained by experience, from 
the frequent application of fuch remedies, fo as 
to give the praditioncr a decifion in their ufe; 
we find fome of the firit Caufiic pradlitioners, 
in fome cafes, err in this refped, where parri- 
cular irritability of conftitution occurred : And 
fo very attentive feem both Mr Guy and Dr 

^ ^ Martyn 
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Martyn to have been to ,this, that their apphca- 
tions, when made to a found part, did not even 
break the fkin. 

The pradice of Mr Guy feeras to have been 
fomewhat different from the common mode of 
applying Cauftics ; and he extended their opera- 
tion farther than what moft Cauftic practitioners 
have ventured to attempt. His method, in glan- 
dular parts, where, with moft others, they have 
failed, was by enucleation of the tumor, or draw- 
ing it out, as he termed it. This was applying the 
Cauftic folely to the contiguous parts, fo as to fe- 
parate their adhefions, and not extending its action 
to the tumor at all. This was tried in one cafe by 
Mr Juftamond, but not with the ready effed dif- 
played by Mr Guy. 

On the fame plan with him, we find a French 
pradtitioner, in the ufe of the Arfenic^ Chapius, 
dired; the fwelling to be furrounded with a fort of 
Arfenical Ligature^ fo as to turn it out entirely. 

During the time, alfo, that their Cauftics were 
employed, the moft fuccefsful of thefe pradtition- 
ers confined their patients very much to a parti- 
cular regimen ; and the ufe of mucilaginous liquids^ 
as the Lint-feed Tea, &-c. w^as recommended in 
Gonfiderable quantity. 

Such is my opinion of Caujlics, the Jirji fpecies 
of Local treatment of this difeafe, a remedy, at 
times fuccefsful, but always precarious, and requir- 
ing more judgment and experience for its ufe, than 
falls to the lhare of moft praditioners ; always mif- 
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chievous in its effeds, where injudicioufly em- 
ployed, as I have too often witnefled, by extend- 
ing the progrefs of the malady ; and it is never to 
be trufted, wherever a predifpofition prevails in 
the habit, the cafe which molt frequently occurs. 

Extirpation. 

Leaving it then as an ineffedual mode of treat- 
ment, I proceed to examine the next^ which has 
been preferred by moil furgeons, viz. extirpation. 

If extirpation, however, was fo frequently fuc- 
cefsful, as is alledged, there could not a doubt 
remain of the preference it would deferve ; but 
experience, I am afraid, Ihews us too much the 
reverfe of this ; and lince the certainty of its fuc- 
cefs by no means counter-balances the pain and 
danger which muffc unavoidably refult from it, 
it becomes proper to confider, before we have re- 
courfe to fuch a meafure, in what particular 
circumftances we may truft to its fuccefs. This 
quellion has been often treated by practition- 
ers ; and the firft authorities, in phylic, arc 
found on both fides. The chief evidence ad- 
duced in favour of extirpation, is the cafes of 
the late Mr Hill, furgeon at Dumfries, which, 
though to be regarded as fo m.2.ny folitary fadts, in 
oppofition to many of the firft names in medicine, 
have been cheriflicd by moft modern operators, 
with an avidity, that only prejudice, and the in- 
curable nature of the malady can account for. 

rf a Out 
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Out of eighty-eight cafes on which the operation 
was performed by this gentleman, nolefsthan£xty- 
three, he informs us, received a complete cure, 
and died at laft, without any return of the dif- 
order, moft of them at an advanced age. The 
proportion of fuccefs here, fo far exceeds what 
has ufually fallen to the fhare of other praciition- 
ers, even the moft dextrous, that though I do 
not mean to call in queftion the vera.city of the 
account, 1 may with fome confidence affirm, that 
this fuccefs is not to be depended on as a conjlant 
or general rule ; aud that the practitioner who 
expe(5ts a fimilarly happy termination, will, for the 
moft part, be woefully difappointed ; although 
every allowance be made, both for the fuperior 
dexterity of modern furgeons, and their nice r,ia- 
nagevientoi the after-treatm.ent. That fchirrus 
is frequently in its incipient ftate a local difeafe, 
I have already lliewn in the divifion of the differ- 
ent fpecies of Cancer, but that it is ahvays, or 
even for the moft part fo, I can by no means ad- 
mit. Hence Mr Hill's opinion proceeds evident- 
ly on a falfe idea. Were, indeed, the poifon in- 
troduced from without, there could not remain a 
doubt of the juftice of his fentiments, but when 
the reverfe of this is apparent, is it not natural to 
fuppofe, that the fame ftate of the general habit^ 
which gave rife to the local affeSlion, will conti- 
nue its effeds on the contiguous parts after it is 
removed ; and do we not find it every day the 
cafe ? It has, unluckily, been the wifh of moft 
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fiirgeons to fupport Mr Hill's opinion, and we 
find, in one of the latefi; and moft popular publi- 
cations, this doclrine ftrongly inculcated by one 
to' whole judgment I would wifli to pay refpe(51:, 
did experience in this inftance authorife it. Mr 
Bell* placing the account of Mr Hill in oppofi- 
tion to that of the late Dr Monro, and many of 
the firit writers, endeavours to invalidate the tefli- 
niony of the latter, by many probable arguments : 
Thefe cannot, I fhould imagine, have their weight 
with any one w-ho has carefully infpefted the re- 
cords of any hofpital where the operation for this 
difeafe is frequent; for there we meet with 
cafes in all Itages of its progrefs, as well as in 
its lafi and deplorable ftate, the circumftance 
upon which Mr Bell lays the great llrefs of 
his reafoning, Mr Hill's cafes, when critically 
examined, are highly inconclufiye. The greater 
number of them, from his own detail, are inftan- 
ces of the Cancerous ulcer, or a Phagadenic fore, 
which we know is frequently healed, independent 
of any operation, often by nature alone ; fo that 
the fame argument ufed againft Storck, in his 
account of the fuccefs of the Hemlock, will apply 
to Mr Hill's cafes. A fondnefs for operating, per- 
haps led him to employ the knife in many inftances 
where it was unnecelTary. The true kind of Can- 
c^?r, which fhould be the teft of any mode of prac- 
tice, is its having affected a glandular pcu% or a 

* Fide Bell on Ulcers, page 303 ; and Syftem of Surgery^ 
vol. 2d, page 434, &c. 
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part of a complex ftruBiire, as the female breaft, 
and male tefticle ; and it is alone from its fuccefs 
here, that the fuperiority of extirpation, or any 
other mode of cure, is to be judged of. Laying 
afide, then, the hofpital-pradice entirely, we are 
informed, by a pradlitioner of fome eminence in 
London, in one of the lateft publications on the 
fubjed, that having attended particularly to all 
the cafes of extirpation for the laft thirty years in 
that metropolis, under the moft eminent furgeons, 
the refult of his obfervations has been, that in ge- 
nuine Cancer of the breaft, it has very generally 
failed ; even the moft favourable cafes being only 
a temporary alleviation. In order to be fuccefs- 
ful, however, in fuch cafes, it is contended, that ex- 
tirpation muft be performed at an early period of the 
difeafe, before two circumftances occur, viz. either 
the affeSlion of neighbouring lymphatics^ or the ad- 
hejion of the difeafed part to contiguous mufcles. 

From the hiftory of the difeafe, however, al- 
ready delivered in the firft part of this work, it 
will appear, 

1. That there is the greateft difticulty in afcer- 
taining, at an early period, whether the difeafe 
confifts in Jimple obftru5lio?i, or real fchirrus ; that 
remedies, therefore, to have efFed, fhould be per- 
fifted in ; and that we Ihould by no means be rafh 
in having recourfe to an operation, when there 
may be a chance of its being unneceflary. 

2. Wherever the difeafe is making rapid pro- 
grefs, the great reafon urged for an operation, 

there 
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there is always the higheft danger of its being 
unfuccefsful, that is, of the difeafe being conftitu- 
tional ; and then its extent, muft be either un- 
known to the operator, or cannot be traced by him. 
Hence Mr Pearfon's reafoning on this point, laying 
afide the conftitutional taint altogether, isperfedlly 
juft, when he contends, that " when the breaft, for 
example, is affected by Cancer, diftant parts of that 
gland may become the feat of the morbid alteration 
about the fame period. Thefe feveral difeafed 
portions may not advance with equal celerity ; 
but while one portion has acquired a conliderable 
bulk, the other altered parts may be fcarcely ob- 
jeds of attention. Under fuch circumftances, 
the more obvioufly morbid parts may be remov- 
ed, but the difeafe being only in progreflion, no 
man can be certain, without removing the whole 
breaft, that he has not left fome fibres. If, how- 
ever, the difeafe fhall continue, without increafing 
during feveral years, one may, in general, con- 
clude, that its boundaries are more accurately de- 
fined." If this reafoning then is juft, which ex- 
perience every day fandions, the dodrine of Mr 
Bell muft be highly exceptionable in wiftiing to 
have recourfe to the operation in the earlieft ftage 
of the malady. It is only, I conceive, when it 
Ihews evident marks of being ftationary, that there 
is even a probable fecurity by the operation. 

This reafoning will alfo be particularly applicable 
where the difeafe occurs at a foniewhat earlier 
period of life, before the conftitutional changes, as 

we 
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we formerly obferveclj which enfue on tlie cefTa- 
tion of the menftrunl difcharge in women, are 
fully eflabliflied for any precipitation ; to have 
recourfe then, to an operation, rauft argue an 
extreme ignorance, not to fay worfe, in any prac- 
titioner. 

Even the utility to mankind, of confidering Can- 
cer as a local affedion, maybe alfo very much called 
in queftion. It gives a prejudice in favour of ope- 
rating, and thus withdrawn the attention of pracll- 
tioners from the iriveftigation of the fubject, and 
blunts the ardour for finding out a remedy, which 
ihould be their great objed ; for, as Dr Rufli well 
obferves, to pronounce a difeafe, in its nature in- 
curable, is too often to render it fo. 

But, in addition to the real inefficacy of the 
operation againft a return of the difeafe, another 
argument has been employed by many pradi- 
tioners, viz. that its recurrence, in fach cafes of 
relapfe, is attended with an increafed agony and 
pain. Whether this is really the cafe, will, per- 
haps, be difficult to eftablifli ; but it is clear, as 
the difeafe is eifentially connefted with a debili- 
tated fhate of the fyftem, the operation, and its 
confequences, muft certainly confiderably in- 
creafe this already predominent flate of weaknefs. 

1 have thus offered my opinion at fome length 
againft extirpation. But, in fpite of whatever 
may be advanced againft it, fince with molt fur- 
geons it M'ill ftiH remain a preferable mode of 
procedure, I fnall examine, next, the particular 

cafes 
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cafes to which it is applicable, and the moll ap- 
proved method of performing it ; which will even 
tend to point out its very circumfcribed operation 
■IS a general remedy againft this difeafe. 

I. Operation fou the Breast. 

It is agreed by all furgeons, that a proper ex- 
tirpable Mammary Cancer, muft be loofe, not too 
extenfive in its feat, and not having fpread its in- 
fluence very much to neighbouring glands ; yet, 
even the fwelling of a gland or two in the arm- 
pit, (or axilla,) it is obferved, fliould not abfolute- 
ly deter from the operation, as fuch a fwelling 
has been known to fublide after the removal of the 
difeafed breaft. To afcerrain what connedions^ 
the difeafe may have formed with contiguous 
mufcles, we make trial of the difi'erent motions 
which thefe mufcles are accuHomed to perform. 
In its adhefion to the pectoral mufcle folely, the 
connection is flight ; but where it is connected to 
the intercoflal mufcles, or pleura, the union is 
much ftronger. In the adhefion to the pea-oral 
mufcle, the motion of the breaft is httle affected, 
and this adhefion is only to be afcertained by mov- 
ing it backwards an d forwards, in a diredion paral- 
lel to the fibres of this mufcle, or from the top of 
the fhoulder towards the under and middle part of 
the fternum. The v/riter, whofe opinion deferves 
molt attention on this fubjed, is the celebrated 
M. Le Cat, and he has. certainly carried his i^eas 
G g 
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of the extirpable nature of Mammary Cancer, far- 
ther than will be admitted hj moft operators, 
however fanguine in its favour. Even the ftrong 
adhefion of the difeafe to a neighbouring part is, 
with him, no objedlion, as he gives us infiances of 
his having removed part of the perioral mufcle, 
and of the cure having been fuccefsful. 

Having determined on the propriety of the 
operation, and fixed upon the time of performing 
it, which, in a young patient, fhould be at a period 
as remote as poffible from the expected return of 
the menftrual difcharge, the removal of the dif- 
eafe is to be conduded in the following m.anner. 

The patient may be either laid on a table, or 
feated in a chair. The former of thefe pofitions, 
though, perhaps, more convenient, both for the 
patient and operator, has the difadvantage of be- 
ing rather formidable in its appearance, and will 
on that account, be generally objedted to. The 
chair then being adopted, an affiftant ftands be- 
hind, with one arm over each flioulder of the pa- 
tient, to ftretch the fkin, and obferve the fituation 
of the vefTels in the operation. The furgeon 
places himfelf on a feat before, and begins his in- 
cifion with a common fcalpel, from the top to the 
bottom of the fvveliing, if the breaft only is afFed- 
ed, but, in bringing it down, he avoids the fitua- 
tion of the nipple, by pafling, at leafi:, an inch to 
one fide. The teguments are then to be care- 
fully differed back from the fwelling, and when 
finiflied, to be held afide by the affiftant. The 
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p:landular part, or feat of the difeafe, is next to be 
feparated from its connexions, and while it is exe- 
cuting, the arm of that fide fhoiild be fomewhat 
raifed, fo as to avoid interfering with the peroral 
mufcle, provided there is no adhefion; but if there 
is, then the pedoral mufcle muft not be fpared. 

On the removal of the breaft, a minute infpec- 
tion of the extent of the difeafe is to be made, 
that no remains of it may be left ; and on this 
account the operation fliould detach the whole> 
glandular part, and no partial extirpation ever be 
permitted. 

A pardal extirpation, however, is an argument 
often urged by furgeons with their patients, to 
bring them to confent to an early operation ; but 
from the bell practice it appears not to be founded 
on expediency. This being the cafe, the ftrongeft 
reafon for an early removal of the part, fo ftre- 
nuoufly urged by Mr Bell, falls to the ground. 

The extirpation being thus finiilied, the blood 
veffels require to be fecured ; for this end, the fur- 
fa(;e of the wound fhould be attentively wiped with 
a fponge to difcover them, and even the fmalleft 
that prefent, Ihould be tied ; for if not complete- 
ly done, nothing is more common than to be alarm^ 
ed with a bleeding, fome hours after the operation, 
or as foon as any motion of the ribs takes place : 
This occafions removing the dreffings, which, if 
not hazardous, is always inconvenient and trouble- 
fome. Even a hemorrhage has been known to take 
place without any external appearance, and has 
^ S 2 proved 
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proved nearly fatal, which renders this extreme 
precaution, with regard to the veiTels, the more 
neceffary. 

The remaining ftep is to bring the divided te- 
guments into contad, and fecure them. For this 
purpiofe, two or three ligatures fhould be paffed 
at convenient diftances, obferving only that the 
ends of the threads on the veffels be allowed to 
hang out e:^ternally. To promote adhefion ftiil 
more, a moderate preflure is to be made with the 
bandage, viz. the napkin and fcapulary, firfl: dreff- 
ing the wound with fome emollient liniment, and 
applying a comprefs to moderate the prelTure of 
the bandage. 

Though diredled in this manner, in the gene- 
rality of cafes, yet this operation, like moil others, 
muft vary fomewhat in the mode of performing 
it, according to the morbid circumitances. Thus, 
infhead of the external incilion recommended, 
where part of the Ikin of the bread is difeafed, 
the form of it m.uft be made io as to include the 
difeafed portion, and may be circular, oblong, &c. 
as the judgraent of the operator fliall dired. 

But in all cafes, the laving as much Ikin as 
poffible, fliould be laid down as an indifpenf- 
abie rule, both as tending to facilitate the procefs 
of healing ; and alfo as preventing that expofure 
to the eftscls of external irritation, which a tender 
new ikin is more fubjefted to ; and which may oc- 
cafion a return of the difeafe. 

When the glands of the arm-pit, or ciavicls, 
nre alfo difeafed, as well as thofe of the bread, be- 



OF GAKCER. 257 

fides the incifion in the latter, another incifioft 
muft be diredcd from it into them, fo as to de- 
tach them compJeteij from their phice, if it can 
be effeded with fafetv, of which the practitioner 
muft judge. 

The treatment of the fore flioLdd be as -nearly 
as poffible that of a fimple wound, and the hga- 
tures on the velTels generally fall oftln four or five 
days. The great point is to heal by the firlt 
intention, and prevent the formation of matter. 

2. Operation for the Testicli:. 

After the bread, I am next to confider the 
mode of performing the operation of Cancer in 
the Tefticie. The fymptom which determines the 
V propriety of it here, is the fpermatic cord appear- 
ing free from difeafe; butthis is fomewhatdiiScuIt 
to be diflinguiflied where a fluid is interpofed, 
or when hydrocele takes place, and extends to the 
cord. It Vvall, therefore, be proper in every cafe 
where a doubt appears, that our opinion, on the pro- 
priety of operating, be deferred till the fluid is dif- 
charged, and the Itate of the teflicle, as well as 
the cord, can be accurately examined. Whoever 
confults Mr Pott's cafes on this fubjecT:, will fee 
the neceflity for this ; and the ufual marks of the 
progrefs of Cancer in other parts will equally 
determine our opinion here. 

Ob having afcertained, then, the ftate of the 
cord, by a previous evacuation cf the fluid, and 

found 
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found it free from difeafe, the operation is then 
to be performed. The patient is laid on a table, 
or bed, on his back, with his legs hanging dov/n, 
and held alide by two affiflants ; having Readi- 
ed the tnmor with his hand, an incifion is then to 
be carried by the operator through the teguments 
and cellular fubflance, for its whole extent; when 
the tefticle and cord come into view, and the in- 
cifion is to be made from a little above where it 
is intended, the cord fliould be divided. Round 
the latter, a ligature is then to be put and drawn 
as tight as poffible, fo as both to prevent the dan- 
ger of hemorrhage, and to deftroy quickly the 
vitality of the part ; and, in .order to pafs the li- 
gature eafily, the cord fliould be raifed up by the 
furgeon from the parts beneath, before attempt- 
ing it. When the ligature is fixed, the cord may 
be then divided about two inches below it, and 
by pulbing the finger behind the cord and tefl;icle, 
the latter may be turned out of its feat, being 
eafily feparated from the thin flieath with a fcalpel. 

Any velfels of the fcrotum that prefent, which 
are often pretty numerous in this difeafe, and 
much enlarged, may then be taken up, and this 
finiflies the operation. The fame attention is 
to be paid here to the faving of the ilun, as in the 
operation for Mammary Cancer. But if part of 
it is difeafed and indurated, or forms ftrong 
adhefions to the tefticle, it may be removed 
with lefs diladvantage to the after healing, than 
in the breafi:, from its loofenefs and fiaccidity ; 

and 
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and it may be either removed bjitfelf.or, inftead 
of this, an incifion may be brought down on each 
fide of it during the operation, fo as to leave it 
adhering to the tefticle when the latter is differ- 
ed. The fides of the teguments are then to 
be brought into contad, either by flips of ad- 
Iiefive plaiiler, or elfe by ligatures, as in the for- 
mer operation, if there is much retradion ; and 
the fame drefiings, and attention to moderate 
preffure are enjoined, to facilitate adhefion. 

3. Amputation of Penis. 

Of all the operations, this is the moll direful one 
that can be propofed to apatient,and which fhould 
never be attempted without the mofl: inevitable 
neceflity. The fymptoms by which we judge of 
its fuccefs, are the difeafe not having fpread with- 
in the Symphyfis pubis, and there being no affec- 
tion of the inguinal glands. It is performed by 
making an incifion in the found part of the mem- 
ber, beyond the difcoloured hard circle, marking 
the extent of the difeafe. Before beginning it, 
an afljfiant fiiould grafp the penis below the fcro- 
tum, and pufli it forward as much as poffible, re- 
taining it in that pofition, while thefurgeon draws 
forv/ard the fkin as far as he can, and fecures it 
from fiJipping, by pafi^ing a ligature three or four 
times round it. The incifion is then to be made, 
and may be completed at one or t-wo firokes as 
the operator pleafes : If at one, which is prefer- 
able, 
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able, he firft divides tlic Corpora Cavcrnofa, and 
tlien ftops, till the blood veffels, which are often 
in an enlarged ftate, are feciircd by ligatures, 
employing the tenaculum, as bed fuited for this 
purpofe. The number of the vefTefs requiring li- 
gature, will feldom exceed three, and one or two 
in the teguments. On fecuring the veffels,"*' he 
then divides the urethra, and fmiTnes the opera- 
tion. It will feldom be neceffary to introduce a 
canula into the urethra, if the operation is per- 
formed with proper attention to the excifion of 
the external fldn ; and even if the orifice, which is 
^ feldom the cafe, fliould tend to clofe, the ufe of 
a bougie, can eafily rellore it. The wound is to 
be dreffed in the ufaai manner, requiring no parti- 
cular management, and the teflicles fliould be 
fufpended all the time of the cure. 

4. Extirpation of the Lip. 

The lip, the lafl fituation on which an opera- 
tion is perform.ed, does not, if fmall, require that 
nice difcrimination before attempting the ope- 
ration, which is necclTary in the others I have 
defcribed, as w^e have nothing to fear here but a 
flight deformity originating from it. 

If the difeafe occupy only a part of the lip, the 
operation for the harelip is to be employed, and 
the fteps, in conducing it, are limply as follow : 

The patient is to be placed on a low chair, or 
feat, before which the fiirgeon takes his fiand, 

, He 
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He then grafps the lip on one ficle gf the difeafed 
portion, betwixt the thumb and fore-finger of his 
left hand, while an affiftant does the fame a little 
farther on, which enables him to make his inci- 
fion with a common fcalpel the whole extent of 
the difeafe ; he carries it downwards, in order that, 
if poffible, on a fimilar incifion being made on 
the other fide, for the fame extent, the two may 
form an inverted V. Having removed the difeaf- 
ed part, the vefi!els are to be allowed for fome time 
to bleed freely ; and the divided edges muft be exa- 
mined, fo that they may be made to correfpond ex- 
adlly when brought into contad. This lafi part of 
the operation is effected by means of the twijled fu- 
ture. To facilitate this part, the cheeks fliould 
be pufiied forward as much as pofljble, and re- 
tained in this ftate by the afliftant. In pafling 
the pins, the under one is to be firfi introduced, at 
about an inch from the edge of the fore, and caj:^ 
ried nearly to the bottom ; another is to be infert- 
ed about the middle, and a third at its fuperior 
edge : But though three are generally fufficient, 
the number muft be determined by the extent of 
the divifion. In pafling the ligature, it is to be 
begun with the pin firft applied, and made to pafs 
three or four turns over it, fo as to defcribe a figure 
of 8, and then continued to the next in the fame 
manner ; and fo on fuccefii vely. Over the whole, a 
thick plaifter of mucilage is to be applied, and no 
removal of the future is to take place till a firm 
adhefion of the fides appears, which is commonly 
H h formed 
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formed in fix or eight days, when the pins are to 
be cautioufly withdrawn. 

The fuccefs of this operation will depend on 
two circumftances ; i/?, the neatnefs with which 
the divided edges are brought into contadt ; and 
CLdljf, their degree of clofenefs, which fliould never 
be .carried fo far as to endanger inflammation. 

For this operation, it is to be obferved, the 
fciffiirs are equally proper as the fcalpel. 

But when, inflead of a part, the difeafe occu- 
pies the whole hp, this operation cannot be em- 
ployed, and ftill lefs fo when it extends to the 
cheek. In fuch cafes, all that can be done, is to 
remove the difeafed parts, if pradicable, and treat 
the part afterwards as a recent wound, firft re- 
ftraining the hemorrhage, if necelTary, by liga- 
tures. 

Before clofing this part of the fubjecl, it re- 
mains to take notice, that a common practice has 
prevailed after fuch operations, of forming an 
I^e, either in the feat of the difeafe, or feme con- 
tiguous part. From confidering the hiftory of 
Cancer, as a difeafe conneded with the obftruc- 
tion of fome difcharge, this attempt was certainly 
natural. But experience leads us, at the fame 
time, to alTert, i//, that after the difeafe is once 
formed, the refioring any local difcharge what'^ 
ever, has little efied on the morbid Itate; and 2d/f, 
the irritation from the difeafe will always be fu- 
perior to that which can be produced by an iiTue. 
Hence its good effects will be confined to thofc 

cafes 
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cafes of the difeafe which are ftridly local, and 
which aSed: other parts than a glandular flrudure. 
In the cafe of predifpofed Cancer, it muft only 
do harm by weakening the fyftem, which has al- 
ready fuftered under the ravages of the malady. 



2. PALLIATIVE. 



I have thus examined, at fome length, the Zo- 
cal treatment of Cancer, with a Radical inten- 
tion ; but it remains ftill to take notice of the 
fteps that have been purfued, either where this 
Radical treatment has not been attempted, or 
elfe has proved abortive, which is too often the 
cafe in conduding its management, Jlmply on 
the principle of Palliation. 

For this purpofe the means have been equally 
numerous, as the remedies for its real cure ; and 
Pharmacy has been exhaufted, to find out applica- 
tions that would either^<?/> the progrefs of the via- 
lady, or correct thefoetor attending its laft ftage. 

In the firll period of the difeafe, that is, againft 
the progrefs of the induration, the chief applica- 
tions had recourfe to, have been Bifcutient Flaif- 
ters and Solutions, as the fmple Gum Plaijler, Mer- 
curial Plaijler, G^m Ammoniac Plai/ler, Hemlock 
Plaijler, Deadly Night Shade Plaijler, Henbane 
Plaijter, &c. ; or the Sqhition of Lead, of Sal Am- 
moniac, of Minder erus Spirit, &c. Xhe former 
H h 2 feem 
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leem to ad, by preferving the teguments in a 
ftate of relaxation ; the latter by hardening 
them fomewhat, or rendering them infenfible to 
the progrefs of the difeafed aftion ; and both have 
been occafionally found tifejul palliatives in dif- 
' ferent cafes. 

But the ftage of ulceration, as being the moll 
troublefome, has demanded a greater lliare of at- 
tention, and the fame, as well as different other 
remedies, have been applied in it, chiefly in the 
form of Cataplafm Ointment or Solution. 

To the jirjl of thefe forms, or the Cataplafm^ it 
may be objeded, that from its heat it increafes 
the foetor, foftens the parts, and encourages the. 
ipreading of ulceration. 

On the fecond, or the ointment^ I may remark, that 
it is a common obfervation of all practical writers 
on this difeafe, that unduous dreffiiigs of every 
kind are to be flridly avoided, however mild and 
inofFenlive in their nature ; for the inflammation 
here being evidently of the Eri/ipelatous kind, 
they both difagree with the furrounding (kin, 
and prove alfo irritating to the furface of the fore. 
\ This was a fad well known, even to the ancients, 
though they explained it in a different way. 

The Solution, or Watery Drejfmg, is the leaft ex- 
ceptionable form ; but, from its frequent renewal, 
it is inconvenient in its application. Hence, the 
befl form is, perhaps, that of a dry powder, pro- 
vided it can be rendered mild, and without irri- 
tation. 

With 
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With thefe preliminary remarks, I lliall now 
examine the moftufeful applications to the ulcerat- 
ed Cancer, of a Falliative nature, without any re- 
gard to their form, or attention to methodical a- 
rangement. 

The firft that claim our notice, are Jlmple emoU 
lient cataplafms, as of Lint-feed^ roots of Briony, 
Wild Cucumber, Sa-c. Next, thofe of the Narco- 
tic tribe, as the Hemlock and Deadly Night Shade; 
The Cataplafm is made from their leaves or roots 
boiled in milk, and to this a little of the Salt of 
Lead has been occafionally added, with evident 
good efFeds in affuaging the pain, and correding 
the difcharge. The external ufe of thefe Narco- 
tic remedies, is even older than their internal ex- 
hibition. 

Opiuvi alfo, in various forms, has been topically 
applied, and it is alledged, at times, with even 
more efFed than as a limple palliative remedy. 

Another application, with a view chiefly to the 
correding the difcharge, has been the Carrot 
Foidtice, This application was firlt introduced, 
or rather revived by Mr Gibfon, furgeon at New- 
caflle, and it certainly tends much to corred the 
foetor attending the laft ftage of the Since 
that time it has been very generally ufed ; but 
this may be confidered as the full extent of its 
powers, which have often alfo but a temporary 
feifed, and may be afcribed entirely to the vege- 
table acid prefent in it. The fame may be faid 
of the Potatoe-poultice. 

With 
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With a fimilar view has been introduced 
here, the ufe of Carbonic Acid, (or fixed air) ; 
and we fliall enter into a fliort hiftory of its ap- 
pUcation. Its introdudion into medicine, as ^ 
cure for feveral difeafes, was fuggefled by Dr Dob- 
fon, and afterwards by Dr Percival ; by them it 
was apphed to certain bad ulcers, fome of which 
it cured. Proceeding on the idea of Cancer hav- 
ing a putrid tendency, it was, before that period, 
ftrongly recommended by Dr Perhyie, a French 
writer, who did not confine his views to its ex- 
ternal apphcation alone. , In Cancer, befides the 
trials of Drs Dobfon and Percival, it was particu- 
larly apphed, in the ftage of ulceration, by Mr Juf- 
tamond, who endeavoured to form a jull opinion of 
its powers. In all the cafes of this author, as well 
as feveral others which it is needlefs to particula- 
rize, its only effed was to produce a cleannefs of fur- 
face, which was by no means permanent. Of late, 
it has been attempted to improve on the trials of 
preceding authors, by ufing it in a more permanent 
manner, and folely in the elallic form, divefted 
of its admixture with other matter, as in the 
fermenting cataplafm, 8^c. Dr Ewartof Bath has 
the merit of this alteration, which fuggefted itfelf 
to him from Dr Bedoes' plan of pneumatic medi- 
cine : In two cafes in which he applied it, one, 
he informs us, was cured, the other much relieved: 
If any fervice is to be derived from this remedy, 
1 have no hefitation in faying that this is certain- 
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ly the form in which it promifes molt advan- 
tage. 

But I would by no means confine thefe good 
, effefts to the Carbonic acid alone. The fame may 
be expected from all the milder acids ufed in the 
fame form. But, on this plan, I have, at the fame 
time to remark, that whoever repeats Dr Ewart's 
experiment, will find it highly inconvenient in 
its apphcation in private pradl^ice; and next, every 
practitioner knows, that the ulceration of Cancer 
may be occafionally healed without the removal of 1 
the fchirrous ftate. From Dr Ewart's own account 
of the thickening of parts remaining, I fhould be 
doubtful of the permanence of the cure ; and we 
may, perhaps, apply to it Mr Juftamond's remark 
on his cure of the ulceration of a Cancer hjArfenic, 
without removing the fchirrus, that he had cured 
every thing but the difeafe. But Dr Ewart has 
niuch merit in pointing out this new form of ap- 
plying a ufeful remedy, and I hope future expe- 
rience will confirm its farther efficacy. 

The preparations of Lead have been reckoned 
alfo highly ufeful as fedatives in this difeafe. 
Goulard praifes his ExtraEl equally in it, as in 
moft other external maladies. Norford's ointment, 
though rather a Cauftic application, contains, at 
the fame time, a proportion of this mineral. 
The Cerufs Ointment is confidered by Marchet- 
ti, as fpecilic in Cancer of the nofe. The Ungentum 
Nutritum is recommended here by Van Swei- 

ten ; 
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ten ; and a liniment of Turpentine and Litharge of 
Vinegar^ by Gefner. 

A Solution of Cmiflic alkali^ has, by fome authors, 
been brought into pradiee in the ulcerated ftage 
of this malady, if not too flrong; that it may pro- 
duce an apparent cleannefs of fore, I have no 
doubt, but I am equally clear it can poffefs no 
permanent efFedl over the poifon. Indeed, the 
natural effect of this, and all fuch remedies, if at- 
tended with any ftrong ftimulant action, mull be 
to bring the foUd fooner into the ftate of ulcera- 
tion, and of courfe extend the progrefs of the ma- 
lady. 

The fame obfervation will apply to the Solution 
of the Marine Acid, ufed by Van Sweiten ; and 
likewife to that of the Oxygenated Muriatic Acid, 
employed by Dr Adair Crawford, and formerly 
taken notice of. 

Againft this difeafe, even the Gajlric juice of 
animals has been had recourfe to a§ a topical re- 
medy, at firft, under the flattering idea of a fpe- 
cific, but found, on experiment, to poflefs only 
palliative powers. It is evidently a fluid of a pe- 
cuhar nature, and being one of the mofl: adive in 
the animal oeconomy, it was naturally fuppofed 
that it would poflTefs uncommon efficacy here. 
But its influence appeared, on trial, merely pal- 
liative. It checked the foetor of the difcharge, 
and gave a cleannefs and apparent granulation 
to the fore ; but the latter Ihewed no difpofition 
to cicatrize. Hence, it may be faid to have done 

every 
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cvcrj thing but cure tlie difeafe. The Gqflric 

juice of the Carnworous animals, was found nioft 

efficacious even with this view. On the firft an- 

J. 

])IicaLioii it gives coniiderable pain, which departs 
ill the coarfe of a day or two. 

A powcrfiil flimulant application, reckoned 
in fome cafes fpecific here, is tlie ointment pre- 
pared from the infpiflated Juice of the Pock-wecd, 
(or Ptytolacca.) It is reported to have cured 
forae cafes in America ; but as it gives coniider- 
able pain from its apphcation, which continues 
no Icfs than twenty-four hours, unlefs there was 
a greater certainty of fuccefs in its ufe than what 
experience has yet authorifed, it is furely not to 
be tliooght of, and this objedion v/ill hold equally 
agaiml its internal exhibition. 

The ufe of the Tar Ointment has been much 
praifed, for producing good effeds in the cor- 
reding of the foetor and cleaning the ibre, 
with the additional advantage of aifo diminifliing 
pain. It is, on this account, much .extolled by 
FrofeiTor Richter; but I have feldom experi- 
enced from it thefe powers in fo high a degree as 
he reports. 

Cataplafms ofzvarm animal dungs, have been fa- 
vourite applications with fome pracT:itioners ; but 
of thefe I can fay nothing from experience. 

As the difcharge, in the ulcerated ftage, is the 
moft formidable, and, at the fame time, trouble- 
fome {ym^tom, many praditioners paying their 
fok attention to it, and laying afide other I'eme- 
1 i dies 
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dies, have had recourfe to the ufe of 'uariotis ah- 
forbents ; and where thefe have failed of pro- 
ducing the defired elfe6l, they have next endea- 
voured to obtain the fame end, bj more frequent 
dreffing of the fore, often to the length of four 
times a daj, fo as to prevent the matter accumu- 
lating on the fore, or acquiring its ufual acrimony. 

With regard to the jitjl thefe pradices, or 
the ufe of ahforbents, it may be remarked that the 
Tejiacea, though they abforb the moifture, they 
very quickly extend the ulceration, by increafing 
that ammoniated Jlate of the fluid with which the 
difeafe is conneded. They have been tried very 
extenfively by a very ingenious gentleman of this 
place, Mr David Cleghorn, who, though not bred 
to the profeffion, has, from a fpirit of humanity, 
been led to attempt alleviating the miferies of his 
fellow creatures in a number of .hopelefs cafes. 
In this difeafe, though not fuccefsful, he has, how- 
ever, frequently cured feveral other fpecies of 
bad fores. The particulars of his praclice are de- 
tailed, at large, in a letter to the late Mr John 
liunter, and inferted by him in a volume of the 
medical communications. 

The fame obfervations made on the Teftacea^ 
will apply to the Powder of Zinc^ though, at the 
fame time, it muft be allowed, it correds amazing- 
ly the foetor of the difcharge ; and alfo to the 
common Flowers of Sidpbur, 2Lnd Powder of Calamus 
Arornaticus^ as recommended by Mr Juilamond. 

The 
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The Powder of Myrrh has been alfo ufed in the 
fame way, and by fome reckoned fpecific. 

But the bejl abforhent is the dry lint drrjfing, 
over which it has been recommended, by feme 
praditioners, to apply a common poultice, in order 
to preferve the part relaxed. All fach modes of 
praclice, however, are to be confidered as very 
feeble and ineffeclual, and but a poor relief to the 
miferies of the unhappy patient ' linking under 
this deplorable difeafe. 



Sect. 3. Of the Combined Treatment of Cancer ^ 
(i. e. Conjlitutional and Local.) 

TP O conclude our view of the treatment of Can- 
cer, it remains to obferve, that the ConJlitU' 
tional ?Lnd Local plan, detailed in the preceding 
pages, though not always, are verj often united, 
and this mult depend, for its propriety, on the 
particular ideas of each praaitioner, and his judge- 
ment of the peculiar nature of the difierent cafes 
that fall under his care. Thus, in the ufe of the 
A?fenic, as we formerly obferved, it is both em- 
ployed as an internal remedy, and alfo applied to 
the part in the form of plaiiier, ointment, or folu- 
tion, and often mixed with Laudanum. The fame 
prevails in the cafe of Mercury. The Martial 
Flowers, and Cauflic Solution of Airimoniac Salt, is 
I i 2 another 
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another iiiuance of the fame mode of pradice. 
The internal ufe of Hemlock, and Bernhardt s Cauf- 
tic, form a fimilar example. The Sarfa powder 
mternaljj, and the Arfsnkal Lotion or Catdplafm 
to the part, is a practice of Mr Craikiliank. The 
internal ijfe of the Barytes Muriata, with a dilute 
folution of the GxygevMtt'd Muriatic Acid, is the 
prefcription of Dr Crawford. Thefe combina- 
tions have been ftill more general in the praclice 
with the articles of the Narcotic tribe, particu.- 
larly with the Hemlock, Deadly Night Shade, and 
Haihane. 

Belides thefe combination?, it is to be alfo re- 
STiarked, that even an union of the powers of the 
different clailes of internal medicines has been 
likewife formed. Thus, the Hemlock and Mercu- 
ry have been exhibited together. The Hemlock 
and Arfcnic. The Aconite and Mercury, 8tc. 
And hy thefe modes of prefcription, the too 
powerful acHon of the llimulant remedy is re- 
Itrained, and, at the fame lime, the irritation from 
the difeafe counteraclcd, while the remaining 
operation of the medicine mufl neceffarily have 
more efiedt-on the difeafed part. 



General 
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General Concliifions on the Preceding Modes of 
Treatment of Cancer. 

A FTER this full enumeration of the different 
modes of practice in Cancer, it raaj be ex- 
pected, that before concluding, I fkould iliortlj 
(late, to what e.^tent of fuccefs their operation has 
been found to amount, as a recapitulation of what" 
has been delivered ; and in doing this I obferve: 
I. That in the ftage of Jimpk objlruclion, there 
cannot be a doubt but that cures have been made 
by the Hemlock and other Narcotics, as well as by 
the Saline and Mineral remedies ; but thefe cafes, 
it mull be acknowledged, are neither frequent, 
nor can we, a priori, judge of their certainty. 

1. In the fccond, the liage of induration, or real 
f chirms, cures have been alfo made, both by I^x- 
tirpation and Cauftics, and, more rarely, even by 
nature \t^t\i, feparating the difeafed part ; but, in 
thefe cafes, the difeafe has been of the accidental 
fpecies, for when of the predifpofed, even this 
treatment will be always found ineffedual. 

3. In the third, or ftage of ulceration, there are 
fev/ inflances of cure real Cancer, or th^t fpecies 
beginning in a glandular part, and going through 
its different ftages, unlefs thcpredifpofid fate has 
been counteraded, and then, indeed, it may be 
curable, either hy Cauftics ov Extirpation^ Bellas 
the accident alliiiTid, Of the Cancerous ulcer how- 

ever^ 
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ever, or fore, not originallj phagadenic, there are 
frequent inilances of cure, and that by feveral of 
the remedies formerly detailed. 

In order to account ftill more fatisfadorily for 
the general failure of remedies in this difeafe, 
before difmiiling the fubjedl, I fhall add fome 
farther remarks on their mode of operation. 

With refped: to the Narcotic tribe, it may be 
obferved, that their chief operation is on the vi- 
tal power ^ and that it is alfo temporary. In con- 
fequence of the former, the vital energy of the 
part becoming exhaufhed from their ufe, a weak- 
nefs of folid enfues, which is even increafed dur- 
ing their repetition, by the rieceflity for augment.^ 
ed dofes. 

Againft the greater part of the Saline and Mi- 
neral clafs, the fame, if not flronger objeclions, 
may be urged; for they not only deftroy the power 
of the fohd, which is generally in this difeafe iy\ 
an impaired ftate ; but many of them prove even 
fohents of the animal libra. 

In Cancer, it is to be remarked, that it is not 
mere weaknefs, that conilitutes the difeafe of the 
part, there is a fiper added Rcitc, which is to be at- 
tended to. Hence it is neither the fiaipie removal 
of irritation hy Narcotics, nor yet the exerting a 
pecidiar /tirnuius by one Saline or Mineral remedy, 
or by another that is fuilicient to efFed a cure. 
Amid the various attempts, the diieaie ftill goes 
on. If it has paft its firll ftage, their only effecl 
is to weaken the habit, and, from, the more haily 

ravages 
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ravages of the difeafe, to bring on its termination 
fooner. This is confpicuous from the flidrt time 
in which patients die of this difeafe at prefent, 
compared with what took place fome years ago. 

Of the different claffes, however, the purely 
Narcotic do certainly lefs harm than the diredl 
Jiimulants; and if they make no impreffion on the 
difeafe, they will, at leaft, tend to abate irritation 
fomewhat, and lelfen pain ; nor will they, like 
the Mineral and Saline^ ad on the folid in thin- 
ning it, and thus haften its melting down into 
ulceration. 

Of the ufe of the Vegetable Afiringents and 
Tonics which are, in this difeafe, frequently em- 
ployed as palliatives, I have only to obferve, that 
they are ma'nifeftly hurtful, and increafe the ftate 
of ulceration, none of them more fo than the 
Bark. In a variety of inftances in which I have 
exhibited this medicine, its effeds have occafion- 
ed afterwards, the moft fenfible regret ; and 
if benefit has been derived from its ufe in this 
difeafe, as alledged by feveral authors, it mufl: be 
confined to its external application in the ftage 
of ulceration. The fame reafoning on the Bark^ 
may be extended to the other aromatics and bit- 
ters. 
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A Letter to ajustly celebrated Professor 
IN THE University of Edinburgh, 

On the peculiar Principles adopted by the Author in 
the Treatment of Scrofula and Cancer, and the Ni- 
ce fiiy for a cixcumfcribed line of Practice ^ to he fuc- 
cjsfsful in the cure of thefe Difeafes, 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED your favour of Nov. 19. It is writ- 
ten with all that openncfs and candour which 

diftinguifli Dr. 

I fliall be happy to point out, the principi.^ 
which dired my pradice in the treatment of Scro- 
fula and Cancer, to one who is fo able a judge 
of the fubjed, and for whom I entertain the 
higheft perfonal refped. 

I perfedly agree with you that, " wc have cer- 
tainly much need of efficacious remedies for many 
dtfcafes," and you have added "for none more then 
thcfe two; that you are (ony to be obliged to conkk, 
but, as it is true, that you have no fcrupJe in de- 
claring, that you know of no cure for Scrofula and 
K k Cancer, 
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Cancer, and that even the Barytes Muriata, uhich 
Dr. Adair Crawfurd introduced as a cure for Scro- ' 
fula, and the virtues of which were for fome time 
liighly extolled, and feeniingly well atteOed, is in 
truth but a worthlefs drug." 

Zealoully interefled in the caufe of humanity, 
you proceed to fay, " that any perfon who lhall 
introduce into pradice, a real efTedual renr.edy for 
Scrofula and Cancer, will deferve better of his 
country, and of mankind, than any phyfician, or 
twenty ph) ficians, that ever exifled. His reward in 
point of, fame an(^ fortune, will be equal tp his 
jnerits, and even to his wifhes. Thoufands of peo- 
ple in every fituation of, life, ^ will be eager to ob- 
tain his afliftance for themfelves, or thofe dearer than 
themselves, their children, and theirfriends, and every 
.phyfician who has any pretentions to candor or com- 
mon honefl:y,mu{l be eager to follow fuch a fuccefs- 
ful pradice by whomfoever introduced, and will take 
a pleafure, and a pride, in doing juflice to the 
author , of fo valuable a difcovery and improvement. 
For your own part, that you are sure you iliouid 
take eve?y opportunity of doing fo in your pradice, 
in your academical ledures, and ia any writings on 
medicine, that you ni.ay have occafion hereafter to 
publilli." fioin- ma ernioi isarijjxo 

With fixch ;iftr'dng iricitennents before me as you 
are pleafed to hold aut. and with that confidence, 
the refuk of iriuch experience 1 fit down to unfold 
my reajomngi pn , the fubjed, to (hew that my 

fuccefs 
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fucfcen? is not the reTult of chance, but founded on a 
certain pncifton and juftnefs of objervation^ entitling it 
to a degree of at I em ion. 

In this inveriigation I Oiall confider the two dif- 
eaies feparately, with their refpeclive MortaHty, or 
the extent of injury their ravages produce on fo- 
ciety. From this view we ilialj -be abJe /to judge of 
the importance of the difcuffion, an^ jVerliaps alfo be 
able to point out the rock on which phyfieians have 
fj)lit, in diredlingthe treatment of thefe, as well as 
that of many otlier incurable; maladies, 7 that have 
continued fo long the repfoadi (i^'the prbfeiTion* " 

Scrofula. 

In regard to the firfl, or Scrofula', Whe-rt 1V€ exa-* 
mine the bills of mortality, it . appeals tliiai 6x\& 
half of the children bord.*..dje: ilDfiforc'lhie end of 
two years, and of this halfj xve^'mff/ fafbly aiiert 
one third, is cu|^off by Scrofula^ under the form 
of Mefenteric Confumption. Thiis-kre fifth of the 
whole population in this coudtryf falls-a facrifice td 
this malady, at.an early periods "O^^tii tififiwisry out- 
fet of their exiftenpe.- tt^'i^^--^'^ koiin-jbK.i^ 

From the third of vfdurt-ti* ^idt th«^'age of 
puberty, its external forms are moft preVajenf. 
From them,:if we except whlt^'lv^llii^sV the iiior- 
tality is mt.h great lase duritt^'fHe^'lci^'^^qe^rly 
period, for ifaeJ-e often gives that re] iefi which 
medicine has been found', to: deny, yet still before 
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this relief is obtained, fuch lefion occurs in the* 
parts affedled by the difeafe, as to bear through the 
remainder of Hfe the marks of its difgufting ravages. 

After the age of puberty, and to thirty-five, wc ar- 
rive at the critical ajra when its attacks are moft for- 
midable : when its internal form breaks forth under 
Pulmonary Confumption, and when it reigns with in- 
fidious triumph over the bloom of youth, and vigor 
of life in both fexes. Nolefs than ten thoufand, an- 
nually in Britain, of the young, the beautiful 
And ingenious, fall a facrifice to the flow and 
rooted grafp of this deflroyer, who generally finglcs 
out, as obferved by authors, the moft amiable of a 
family for his prey. 

To direft our attempts then in counterading, 
the fatal confequences of this wide fpreading 
evil, this giant difeafe, wc mufl call in obfer-uatwiir 
experiencey and anatomy^ to our aid, and from^ 
their combined afTiftance, endeavour to lay down:' 
fuch principles as will bear that ultimate and furefl 
teft, their fuccefsful application to pradice. 

In calling iH t'h^'firft of thefe, all our obferva- 
tions will concur, in mewing, that in this difeafe^ 
a gerieral lax ftate of folid prevails, that a marked 
debility is univerfally prelfent in the fyftem, and 
tMt^'tti'is debility is' ac'cbmpanied with an enlarge- 
mc^^^f particular glandular parts, proceeding in 
■its'^ttlr^lij^^i^pfly^td'ute^ bones or 

•'jfj^6E'fbli(llftruc^ui^. - u cii i. 
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When wc trace the difeafe, still farther, we find 
It unknown in high extremes of temperature, that 
its influence is only confpicuous in a cold rooift 
climate, and that its attacks there, arc not pecu 
liar to the human fpecies,- but extend alfo to a num- 
ber of other animals. That the fluids iabmitted 
to the fame obfervation, difler from thofe charac- 
terizing the regular state of health : that theypoflefs, 
as well as the folidj a primary yitiated change, and 
in the progrefs of the difeafe, they difplay alfo a- 
morbid alteration, differing from the ufuai morbid 
changes induced by common inflamation. 

From thefe combiiied facts, then, no doubt can 
exift, that both the particular nourifliment, and 
fituation, are equally in fault, and alike instrumen- 
tal in the production of the malady. 

But whatever the caufes of the malady may be, it 
is the apparent symptoms alone that axe to direct us 
in counteracting its confequencesr Proceeding on this 
bafis, from the apparent feebleness o.f confl:itution, 
the lax fl:ate of folid, and the other concomitant 
marks of debility, the iirft indicatipn that arifes is 
clear and determined, and the ufe of Tonics, pointed 
put both in diet, .an4 
certain and unequivocal ^- 
^ JJj^cy cfrt^in,,|:i^9umft^nce^, ,^^^^'^qpJc$ h^ye 
cured the dikak^^tli^,^^^,^^ 
evince. ' WiieX5^,|%Jf vg/iofc-f W<^^ t|i|^|)jf^^havc 
materially arrelle'd its progrefs, ^ e^u^l|.y a& ; 
that fchc age of puberty, ading as a*peculiar Tonic, 

removes 
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remoV(es the milder external forms of the malad}'', is 
fullycftabhihed. When fuch remedies then have been 
found inadequate to this full efFed, all that can be 
inferred from their failure, or rather incomplete 
adion, is, that the curative views of phyficlans 
have not been fuiiiciently extended to account for 
the defed, and that they have regarded the difeafe 
as incurable, chiefly from their circumfcribcd 
mocle^, of; practice . 

For if \y,e ca|ll, in more minute obfervation to direct, 
us, and trace the leading morbid fymptom or debility 
farther, by defcending into the fpecial circumftances, 
that characterife it, we find its prominent feature to 
bean erlargementof the Lymphatic glands. Diifec^ 
tion shews that in all cafes they are here larger than 
natural and commonly in a fofter ftate ; that i» 
progrefs of the affection, they acquire alfo peccliar 
ultimate changes, differing from the changw-s of 
common inflammation. Every practitioner is fully 
acquainted that thef^, glands, and their branches, 
form a peculiar^ sq^rigs or syflem of veliels by them- 
felves, that thei?:: action is totally independent of 
the larger yeflels, being no way influenced by the 
ftate of the latter, at leaft not always in a primary 
degrqe. .Hence we can eafily account for the use of 
I'onifj^jjjhsiving.aammonly fo littlo:p.ower m the cure 
of this i^Q^rgj^raentj^attd; tliat f2bipe(dlad^ ind ication m u ft 
be fojrn:?d,^| (micfl . i j tiiis jpart ibuiar ftate itfelf— 
Many phyficians on the other hand, attentive only 
to |k|s^fjmpt53r|i|,^ have regarded the, difeafe as con" 
. ' fifling 
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fifling in it alone, and have accordingly adapted 
their practice to counleradl this partial morbid 
change. Thus ren^edies capable of afting on 
the fmall veffels, as Mercury and Salts, of various 
kinds have been extenfivtli^ ea'iployed undjr diiFerent 
forms, and often wi<h effeft ; but the lame reafon- 
ing is applicable here, as to the former indication. 
Thefe remedies have failed more' frequently than 
done fervice, and when failing, have rather confirmed 
phyficians in a perfuafion of the incurability of the 
difeafe, than convinced them of their too cir- 
cumfcribed ideas on the fubject. 

Such arc the indications to be: formed in regard to 
the Rate of the folid, but thefe indications I con- 
tend are flill imperfect, for the complete cure of the 
dileafe. j. - i - -^^uui / ^ --^^ 

From the facts already addute^l,'- it^'iV 'd^at'that 
a prim.ary vitiated ftate of the fluids alfo exifts, 
and that this ftate r<fquires an equ^ll 'consideration 
in the treatment, before health catl^' be ' reft ored ; 
This is ftrongly evinced by the pecuhar nature of the 
dilcharge in Scrofulous caies, by the cheesy, curd-like 
appearance it aftumes, and by the ftrongly marked 
want of that principle of cohefion, between the 
parts of the fluid which' we find to exift in other 
cafes. Like the other morbid cireumftances, this has 
been taken up alfo by itfdlf, and the ciire of thedffeafc 
expected to fucceed by an attention to this hiimoral 
pathology alone. Hence the attempts to remove it by 
means of the Carbonic Acid, or a fupply* of Oxygen 

in 
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in various forms, which fince the inftitution of Pneu-» 
matic Medicine has formed the great and popular 
line of practice. 

That a defect of Oxygen may exifl in the 
Scrofulous conftitution, I do not pretend to 
deiiy, but at the lame time I can by no means 
admit, that the difeafe is conflituted by this defect 
alone. The fame defect is found to exifl: in other 
difeafes which exhibit appearances very different 
from Scrofula, and the fame caufc cannot alone 
produce effects fo apparently different. If a defect 
of Oxygen therefore does exifl in Scrofula, it is 
but one Jink of the chaini Ic does not form the 
whole, and it deferves only regard in fo far as eft$- 
bli filing one indication for the cure. Much praife 
however we allow is due to Dr. Beddoes, for his 
unwearied exertions in this new department of the 
healing art — but from ail my experience, the ap- 
plication of medicine in the gafeous form, has not 
been fufficiently permanent, even when fuc- 
ccfsful, to continue a lafting cure. In all the re- 
ports of Pneumatic Medicine, we find alfo the 
greateft fuccefs has been difplayed, where the gafes 
have been combined with other remedies of a more 
fixed nature. By themselves they will only deceive, 
or produce a temporary palliation of fymptoms, and 
Dr. Beddoes himfclf, I believe, has experienced in 
many cafes of confumption, that, 

*— like the ba''£lef$ fabrick of a vifion," 
** Icare but a wreck behind.*' 

At 
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At the fajne time I am far from wiflijng to dif- 
courage the laudable enthufiafm of Pneumatic Prac- 
titioners, I only maintain that Scrofula, efpecially 
in its internal form or confumption, muft be at- 
tacked by a more enlarged and combined treatment: 
^iian the gafeous applications afford. Whoever in- 
fpeds the lungs of Pulmonic patients, will not readily, 
believe that fuch derangement,of ftrudlure, as their, 
dillection difpLiys, can ever yield to o piiff of air, 
and that medicine in a^more fixed and durable 
form, will be nejceiiary to produce the very great 
change that is4he4*c required^ That the gafes will- 
have a quick, influence in palliating certain uneafy 
lenfations is fuficiently eftabliQied, and their im- 
mediate contrad with the feat of the difeafe, re- - 
commends their exliibition for this purpofe, but , 
previous to ar^y fuch exhibition, if they are to be 
fuccefsful in.therC.l^jey 3. ^^?i^r^/ of" the Jyfiem 
muft be produce<i faiVOurable to re^orniatiorir It 
is not the feat of the difeafe, that forms the true 
caufe of its fatality, for abundant ai-e the inflances 
on record of \vpunds of . ^l^e lun^s^^ 
lefions of thpir, furnace r^e^diiy piting.''' keSce ft ■ 
is not thamere |PPji^?j,^JJ^|l,J S5?r[!'^ to the. feat- 
of the difeafe is j^^^S.*???^^/^ 
this application! Cjin^at^ tK'e fame time p'rdt^Ke all 

thofe other neceffary changes ,whidi 'the" fyf^efe 'm-; 
quires, or counteraft \ the yanotis morlpii]'' ciSilm-- 
ftances which concur to fe^fe^ 

,,!rti«,*«W4w»r ^ refpect 
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,rerpe(9: the deficiency of Pneumatic Medicine is 
now known. 

I have thus pointed out the ftate of the foHd and 
and fluid in Scrofula, as differing from that v/hich 
chara^^lerifes the proper habit, diftinguiflied by 
vigour and health, 1 have fhewn that indications 
niufl be formed, fuited to all the various morbi(j[ 
(tircun ftances that cxifl in this difeafe, and that a 
want of attv ti n to this combination, has prp- 
duced its fuppofed incurability, not its own na- 
jtu e — The vajrijus modes of producing this com- 
bination will eafily flrike every Praditioner, and 
may be formed according to his particular judg- 
ment. If the leading features of the difeafe, as 
detailed, are kept in view, he can be at no Icfs,, 
but on the fl:i6t and minute obfervance of this 
particular, the fulc fuccefs of the treatment will 
depend. 

I lliall now pur lie the fame invefligation as has 
been done in Scrofula, in pointing out the pecu> 
liar principles applicable to the fecopd affedion or 
Cancer. 

Cancer, 

The mortality from Cancer, though not fo 
extenfive as the former difeafe, appears by the 
yearly bills to be daily encreafmg. While mod 
of the modifications of Scrofula, are attended 
witli little uneafmefs to the. patient, the fufferings 

from 
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iff om Cancer are exquifite in the higheft degree. 
Time which we fee gives relief in ibme fpecies of 
Scrofula, gives, on the contrary, added force to 
the morbid ftate in Cancer, and thus that fmali 
confolation, which at times attends Scrofula, is here 
denied the unhappy patient. Hope, the only 
folace of the wretched, is banifiied from the cup 
of the fufFerer, under this formidable malady. 

When we colled the fads on Cancer, we find 
it alaioil, always the attendant of advanced life, 
and confequently a difeafe connected with 
debility, but on farther invcfligation, the nature 
of this debihty we do not find like that in Scro - 
fula, diftinguilhed by a lax incohering folid, ort 
the contrary, in Cancer the general flate of the 
fohd, and even the apparent health, does not bear 
any marks of being in fault. The fole derange- 
ment appears to exift in the glandular etiLrgement, 
and like the enlargement in Scrofuia, when wc 
examine minutely itshiilory and progrefs, wennd 
it, or at leaft the predilpofition to it, at this period 
of liie, not confinsd folely to the diieafed part, 
but extending over ihe fyfttm at large. By 
diffection alio of fuch enlargements, this glandular 
debility, appears evidently to confift in an attempt 
of na;urc, to fhut up the fmaller or lymphatic 
feries of vetTeis. In them it is cleir the natural 
decay of the conftitution muft firfl take place, and 
this decay will mofl readily occur, where their 
ftructure is moft comp^^x, or in their glands, being 

particularly 
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particularly favored by external injury at this tinic^-' 
The evidence of this general predifpofition to decay 
in the glandular fyflem. will appear undeniable, 
when we reflect on the caufe of the dlfeafe, whiji^ 
is much oftener than otherwife, unknown ; on lIk^ 
appearances in the ultimate progrefs, when fevcral • 
parts, often the whole fyftem, is found to acquire 
a fimilar ftate, with the original affedion, although 
it has never pafTed the ftage of Schirrus, to endanger 
abforption, and laftly, on the extirpation of the af 
fefted part being, in almoft every cafe, fo foon fuc- 
ceeded by a return of the difeafc, either in the 
fame fituation, or elfewhere. To thefe facls, we 
niay add, the zveak low pitife\ which always attends 
the difeafe, the Jlow fiate of bowels which is ob"- 
fcrved fo charaderiftic of this malady, evidently 
marking a want of energy in the fytlem and alto 
the Imall tendency to Cancer which (imilar glandular 
atledlions of the female breaft difplay, when oc- 
curing during iht period of child-bearings and when 
no fuch decay of die fyftem is confpicuous. 

The great and leading indication, then, that p||C'- 
fents in this difeafe, is to countera6> the deficient 
energy of veliel, and the confequcat occlufion of it 
that this dcftcient energy is apt to induce ; for this 
purpofc a general encreafed action- of the Lymphatic 
fyftem muft be produced both to prevent the progrefs 
of thcafiojftion, and to reduce to a ftate of fuppura^. 
tion, the parts already difeaCed. That this is what is 
requiredj v»e find confirmed by the late col led io a 

of 
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Or cafes of rrofeflbr Ritcher. From the obferva- 
tions of this intelfigent practitioner, it appears plain, 
that wherever there was Jome degree of JiuStuation^ in a 
Schirrous tumour, and fome fever and infiammat'wn 
u!ong with ike pain, a favourable termination always 
took place. To product thefe fymptoms, then out 
practice miift be directed, and that by means of 
jfuch remedies as a6l a!one^ br chiefly on the Lym- 
phatic fyftem bringing their action ^to that exacjt 
point which is capable of exciting this Fever and 
iuppuration the ProfdTor remarks — in doing it, 
however, much nicety, and an appropriate felection 
is required. If the indication is carried too far, 
inftead of effecting a cure, ulceration ^nd all its 
confequences will ensue, I would, again and again 
enforce, that the leading action of all remedies 
.here, is their excitement of the Lymphatic fyflenj 
alone, not of the large vefJels, and the prominent 
part of the treatment muft be diredieJ to this view^ 
As anfwering this purpofe, a variety of remedies 
have been employed by different Practitioners, and 
at times with fuccefs, but the fuccefs has been £>«/y 
occafionaU forming a random cure, and has not 
been directed by conviction of what is necefTary 
to counteract the real morbid ftate which Cancer 
exhibits. 

With refpect to the difchargc in Cancer, what- 
ever its peculiar nature may be, it feems a confe- 
<]uence, not a caufe of the difeafe. Dr. Adair 
Crauford, prefuminc^ on the ftate of the £uid, 
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as a caufe, tried experiments, with a view to dc- 
compofe it, an ! render it innoxious, but his at- 
tempts here failed, and could be of little fervice in 
the treatment. 

From the facts now delivered", the consJ^itutional 
nature of Cancer muft be admitted, and rhat it caw 
alone bf{.roperIy attacked by constitution a! means. 
The continuing the whole Syftem of Lymphatics, 
jree and permeable is the point to be aimed at, as 
well as removing that premature annihilation of 
their ftructure, which has already occurred in the 
dlfeafed part. Hence extirpation, though it remove 
the difeafed part, yet by the deftruction of the- 
Lymphatic fyftem it occafions, induces m the con- 
tiguous parts the fame tendency to annihllation,- 
and that more powerfully than if it had not taken 
place, while the confequences of the operation, 
at the fame time, flrengthen the general predifpofi- 
tion of the habit to the difeafe. 

Thus we have feen by a review ( f the two dif- 
eafes of Scrofula and Cancer, that the Lymphatic 
fyftem of veffels or glands, is threatened with an- 
nihilation, more or lefs general, at tzvo periods o'l 
life, under very different moibid circumftances ; 
in youth, the circulation is obftructed by a lax 
incohering folid, deficient in energy from a fault of 
its conftituent parts, as well as oF its circulating" 
contents. 

In age the vigor of the folid is leifened, but 
without any fault of its conftituent parts ; and a 

general' 
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^general defed of energy to carry on the minute cir- 
,euIation of the fyftem talces place, Co that the occlur 
fion or death of thefe final 1 veflels, on the leaft in- 
jury of the part, is apt to eniue. 

I have thus jfhortly illuftratcd tlie principles 
which I conceive fliould direct a fuccdsful pradice 
in the treatment of Scrofula, and its various modifi- 
cations, as well as of Cancer. I fliall next frankly 
ftate, that I know of no fpecijic whatever for any 
one difeafe, even the Ve iereal difeafe itfelf. The 
late experiments in the cure of Lues evidently fhew 
that Mercury is not entitled to this charader, fop 
ages preferved by it. That different fubftances arc 
effedual in removing the dileafe, at leaft in a tem- 
porary manner, though not, perhaps, with that per- 
manence of efFed which muft ever diftinguifli a 
Mineral remedy, and which muft always give fuch 
remedies a decided fuperiority over all others, even 
though ading on the fame principles. 

That a certain plan of treatment, founded on the 
|)rinciples 1 have laid down, will fucceed in the cure 
of Scrofula and Cancer, much experience has con- 
vinced me ; and to acquire this experience many 
thoufand attempts I have found neceflary, betore 
attaining its prefent perfedion : in ftating this, it 
would be equally impolitic and difingenuous to do 
it with greater confidence than it deierves. 

But though principles are thus laid down, and 
though prefcriptions arc applied, yet the fame treat- 
ment, it is well known, will often fail in one hand 

that 
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tliat fticeeeds with another in the very fame clifeafe,- 
and that depending on their different acquaintance 
vnth the diieale, and its particular mod iiicauon in 
d iill: rent ind i v id uals . 

It is this intimate acquaintance with a diieafc 
which gives a fpecies of knowledge that cannot be 
tommunicated b}\ words, and, at the fame time* 
points out,, in the pxercife of medicine, the necefiity 
for a more ctrcumjcrihed iim of pracVice than what 
is generally purlued, in order to attain this know- 
ledge, and confeC|Uently acquire a decided luccejs 
in the treatment. 

la the conftant routine of Mcdkal Pradicc,. 
where a Praditioner is daily diilraded with twen- 
ty or thirty different difeafes, can the fame fuccefs 
in their treatment be expected, as where his attention 
is devoted folely to one or two ?— That the leadinp^ 
pii.iiciples of treatment may in mcft cafes be pretty 
well undcrfiood, I am far from denying, but there 
15,, befides this, a minutiae of practice, which only 
frequent applications to the fame difeafe, and fre?- 
quent opportmiities of infpecting and comparing 
ail the varietv of morbid circumitances it exhibits 
can give. This no general Practitioner can ever 
completely attain, and in no part of Medicine will 
this doctrine be found fo perfectly verified as in the 
treatment of Ulcers : , hence we often find in this 
department of practice an old woman fucceed, when 
the fii'ft abilities of the Profeflion have been foiled i 
The dwelling on particular objects, it is well known^ 

makes 
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makes them appear in a very different light, from 
what a fuperficial infpedion creates, and the daily 
cbfervation of the fame fubjed, leads at laft to an 
intimate acquaintance wilh its nature, which can 
never be acquired by accidental and curfory views 
of it. It is from a plan fuch as here pointed out, 
that future improvements in practice are chiefly to 
be expected. The advantages ofit in difeafes of the 
Eye, and the Teeth, and even in the treatment 
Venereal complaints have been long confpicuous. 
The powers of the human mind, whatever the over- 
weening pride of mankind may afiert, are but 
limited, and to excel in one department, is as much 
as generally falls to the lot of an individual. Yet 
the defire of man is conftantly to grafp the extent 
of fcience, and by reducing every thing to general 
Jjrinciples, to abridge the labour of inveftigation. 
This is particularly the foible of the prefent day. 
To finiplify knowledge in every department, is the 
anxious wifli of the votaries of fcience. In m.edi- 
cine however we may obferve, that no fvflem- 
builder has ever lucceeded at the bed-fide, and the 
firil abilities of the fciep,tific phyfician, are often out- 
done by the plodding, experienced apothecary, \v\u^ 
is anxious only to mark effects, without inveltigat- 
ijig their caufes. 

I have thus told you }\ \th /rankne/s, accordinc^ 
to your i/e/Irey and at fume length, the mode of 
reafoning I adopt on the nature of Scrofula and 
Cancer, and the principles J purfue in directing 

their 
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their treatment. To you I leave it to cieciti;:?, 
vA'icther they -AVG eniii I'd to a degree of a/ten.'icn, or 
not, and whether the reafoning I have employ. (i 
gives mjy preface of the value of the practice. I 
have nowalfo fuboiitted it to the ftrictcft and mod 
undeniable teft, for, that no doubt may ren;?iii, I 
have taken the liberty of addreffinga circular letter, 
here fubjoincd, to the Medical Practitioners of tiie 
metropolis at large. I wlfli my principles and {prac- 
tice to fland or fall by their own merit, aiul to 
meet only the approbation they fliall be found to 
deferve. 

, I deal in no ferret, and I know of no fi-ecifu s. 
It is the .proper combination of the means already 
known, and a full acquaimance witli the difeales* 
that for:iriS. (he real fource of luccefs. This letter 
\ intend merely as the commencement of a vvurk 
which fijail be continued as Oi p.jrtuaities occur, 
either, to coafirm or overthrow the obiervations I 
have noiv Iriortly^ Jtaiitd,: - 

am, hr, 

wiih much cftcem, 
Lordon, your obedient fervant^ 

jail. i8, i2oo. 

Wm. NlSBEl. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER, 

RJiF ERRED To. 

AdJr€jjed by Dr. Nhbet, to the diffe e-dt Medical 
Pra^itioners in London. 

Dr. NisBET, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh./ Sec.— pr6p6fes''fdtff^^^ 
his attendance m London, entirely t6 fh^'we of 
Cancer, Scrofula, artd their various Modifications, 
including -Pulmonary Conluinption. His practice 
in thefe difeafes is peculiar. He willies, therefore, 
the fuccefs of it ftiould be eflabiilhed t-o the fatif- 
faciion of the Faculty at larger and^ oji that ac- 
count, he takes the liberty of intimating to [ ] 
that, by dcfire of his medical friends,, all poor pa- 
tients, on ( J recommendation, or that 
of other medical gentlemea, may have the benefit 
43f his advice thrice a week, from nine o'clock in the 
morning to eleven, on Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Sunday ; that [ ] may have an opportu- 
nity of marking the progrels and cure of fuch 
|)atients as are fcHt. ^ 

Warwick Stieef,, / \* 

Cliaiing-crol's. \"\ 
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